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14 DY, Aſbinguithad by hee: WE 
but more by her virtues and misfor- 


tunes, had retired to a private ſituation in 


the country, where ſhe enjoyed that re- 
Poſe, which, for many years that ſhe had 
been confined to the circle of the great, ſhe 


had never found. Her virtue, tho' exalted, 


had nothing gloomy or ſevere; and that ſen- 
bie condeſcenſion ſhe ſhewed to the weak · 
neſs of thoſe whom neighbourhood, and the 
cuſtom of the world, obliged her to viſit, 


was no inferior part of it. Though 2 


name, and her misfortunes, were unknown, 


'curiolity, at firſt, brought her many viſits 


from the principal people in thoſe parts; 


but their attention ſoon found a different 


motive. Emerance (for ſo I ſhall call this. 


lady) had ſuch an inexpreſſible charm in 
ber converſation, that it was impoſſible, 
after o che ongeſ viſit, to leave her without. 
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So AE? © . reluctance. 
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* AD 
— mother ſollicitec her 
non to introduce her i | 


Fs a women tumed of thirty, alt the eafy 
Ek andengaging — youth, united with 
ES e ebemed the happig of her at- 


* 
* 


8  quiintatics, three young ladies were, in a 
3 Werne 
© Inthedted her ill 6 direck them Dy her 


Eo ebunſels. - This virtuous Woman granted | 


dess: After the death of Emerance, 
Bier letters — rs. 
Gon, who would not fuffer them to de 
. ez but, upon the death of chat 
relation, her daughter had not the fame 
, as the- W in he 


be 


2 


4 . 
* 


o 
o 


— 


MENT. 


* 


* 


ta "LUCY. 10 EMERANCE. 


a TrovsanD: times have Laxiſhed to 
| AY write to my excellent friend ſince 
my arrival at this place, but far ſome 

3 KXEN weeks at firſt it was impoſſible. 1 
novelty, the importance, of every circumſtance 

that paſſed engroſſed my whole ſoul. I was 

3 carried away as it were by a torrent, whoſe 
rapidity would not permit me to look on the 
right hand, or on the left, Even at this time, 
5 when J have recovered ſomething of my uſual, 
tranquillity, it is with difficulty that I can form 

any diſtinct idea of what has paſſed, and I am ſtill 
£ "leſs able to expreſs than to conceive it. I ſhall 


5 4 % (Wand i Y need, . of * utmoſt ind ul- 
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genes with regard t 


Jet; for lo, apprehend, it —ͤ—ͤ— — 


its length; and, indeed, 1. ſhould by no means 


hazard duch a acquet, were I not ſure of your 
5 that it would be ingratitude even 


0 doubt; and ſurely I would rather be thought 
.troubleſome than n. 3 
ts c Le e Oat gr IT: > 


Ar the time (> J was — leg my pa- 


rente Las too young to retain any idea of tfeir 
Characters. From the converſation of my aunt, 
rather than from my own experience, I under- 


— 


ſtood, in general, that my father was a man 


of good ſenſe, but ſomewhat too humble a huſ- 


band; and that my mother, with the beſt heart 


In the world, was the worſt woman to live with. 
[ My good aunt would never enter into particulars: 


her delicacy, her caution of diſcoverin g her neigh- 


bours failings, kept her upon her guard. againſt 
my curioſity, which, moreover, was not very 


ardent, With this difficult mother it was not 


my lot to live. My elder ſiſters had in ſome 
. meaſure baniſhed me from her memory; ſhe en- 


cirely gave me up to my aunt, and ſhewed no re- 


Auctance to my. being fixed at a diſtance from 
Paris. The death of my ſiſters changed the face 
of things, but occafioned no alteration in my 

ideas on chat account. Six months being elapſed 
| from 


from . 


from the eyes of my par 
ttxcom conſecturing che tender motive which HAMA 


| 
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heart thin 
its 5 and I was für 


that I was no lefs diffant Ai 


influenced my father to prolong the momefit f 
my return. The little time 1 paſſed with my 
aunt, after the arrival of the perſon, WhO was 
to conduct me to Paris, was devoted to grief. 


Neither the good woman nor myſelf could do 


any thing more than ſhed tears, and I had not 


even a thought of drawing from her thoſe diſ- 
coveries, which, undoubtedly, her prudence 
would then have induced her to have made. A 


long journey having, in ſome meaſure, brought 


me to myſelf, I was ſeized with the moſt appre- . 
Henſive fears, which were ſtronger i in proportion 


as their object was leſs certain. I conſidered the 


. 2enderneſs'with which I had been brought up as 


à misfortune : and as it is the property of Fear | 


to magnify its objects, every thing that could be 
diſagreeable appeared to my diſordered imagina- 
_ *tion as inevitable. At laſt I am arrived. Be- 


hold me, then, in the arms of that mother whom 


I had repreſented to myſelf ſo formidable! My 
Vaffection overcomes my fears: I have no ſenſa- 
tion but the joy of ſeeing, of embracing her, 


and bathing her hand with tears of pleaſure. She 
"_ of my tranſports, and abſolutely put my 
a7 B; * terrors 


1 
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TY T © > © - 
— * 11 eon * M-0? Büsche Noe vt; 
terrarg bo flight The- ice; of my ſaber 


ſet my heart perfectly, ate reſt. . Friends, rela- 
tions, and folks of curioſity eriticiſe my figure: | 
they turn, examine, praiſe me; admire my ad- 
dreſs, and are perſectly aſtoniſhed that a girl 
who had lived altogether in the country, ſhould 
Baye nothing ſhocking, or ridiculous about her. 


At length the crowd withdraws; e arr. leſt to 


ourſelves 3 and my mother, with an air of the 
utmoſt gravity, deſires my father/to acquaint me 
with the. cauſe why I was: ſent for ſo precipi- 


tately. 2 bluſhed at this diſcourſe, I know not 


by; and my father, looking attentively at me, 


ſaid, Depend, upon it, madam, Lucy's in the 
ſeeret. That bluſh tells me ſhe gueſſes a huſj- 


-band's in the queſtion. I eſteem her the more 
for it, .rephed my. mother, | gravely 3 1 love to 


oh ſee i in my daughter that modeſty, which, in my 
time, was thought an ornament to a woman. 


- And ſo ſhe goes on praiſing the laſt age, repeats 

the ſayings of her grandmother, and ends with 
a moſt pathetic declamation againſt the manners 
of the times. My father. every now and then 
iſmiled, but I could perceive. that he affected to 
appear ſerious and attentive. For my ou part, 
was perfectly ſatisfied ; what my mother ſaid 


appeared 0 me to be ſenſble.—She concluded 


with ling me that [ ſhould prepare to receiye 
wy 


* . N * 3 ? b 
8 þ ! 
* my 


L * 1 ” x 1 45 5 
my future hulband e- Worrdow, | ecauſe it ab 
neceſſaty to ſign the articles ſoon; beer 
mony might be over in eiche ahn O my friend 
what a thunder-ſtroke I My bluſhes ak 
and were ſueceeded by a paleneſs that Bore wit. 
nes to the ſenſations of my ſcul. My father, 

who perceived my ſituation, endeavoured to & 
courage me by encomiums on the man of their 
choice, and was beginning to draw à very flat- 
tering picture of him: but he was not permitted 
ts finiſh it. Vou don't conſider, my dear, ſaid 
my mother; a girłof family, in my time; want- 
ed no other motive than obedience to accept in- 
phcitly the huſband whom her parents had deſ- 
tined for her. Vou know I never ſaw you till 
within three days of our marriage; and you can 
inform Lucy how readily I ſubmitted to the 
commands of my father. I hope my daughter 
will follow my example. Parents are the only 
5 judges of what is proper for their children, and 
it is Seren ag of a ar to PREY nn wark 
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— Bk Wt rein . miert | Ferenbling; 
you will always find me obedient to your plea- 
ſure; but I Would humbly repreſent—Repreſent ! 

aid my mother: O my God ! what ſhall we 

dome to! A girl of N talk of nnn 


ter herſelf to make the leaſts reflection upon 


- LEY * | ws 


TS LETS EDS 


Ne—noy"miſs.! 7 3 man of: family 
knows nothing but ſubmiſſon. She never ſuf- 


what her patents have determined for her; and, 
depend upon it, I all ſuffer no ſuch wicked 


mother was married as you will be. — She 
brought me up with the fame notions; and, if. 


| Tres Gods you ſhall walk in W 


* 


miſery of one's life? I was diſtracted with a 


1 1 1052: confeſs to you, my dear — 10 chas 
it was with difficulty I heard theſe laſt words. I 
Jaw, at one glance, the whole horrour of my 
fate.—Horrour I call it, and I think the expreſ- 
ſion is not too ſtrong. Can any thing be more 
cruelly dreadful than the ſacrifice of liberty in a 
choice whereon depends the whole happineſs, or 


thouſand different thoughts. Sometimes I would. 


tell this mother, that nothing certainly would ES 


oblige me to join my fortunes with thoſe of an 


abſolute ſtranger, whoſe character, whoſe man- 


ners, whoſe vices, and even virtues, were equal- 


ſume to ſay, that I had an unconquerable aver- 


ſion to marriage, and had determined upon the 


religious liſe.— Sometimes 1 thought of re 


i „ eee ons my eyes upon my 


father 


cuſtom to be introduced into my family. My : 


1 Ip 8 Ts Tr BY * u 7 
father: with looks that; ae his ſuccour.— fis | 


veſſing himſelf) to my 
| E he NY her ſentiments, condemned 
| thoſe parents who imprudently gave up the rights 
with which, their, parental authority | inveſted» 
them; and yet, what J cannot comprehend, 
While be appeared to approve her opinians; he 
| prevailed on her to hear my reaſons... I had one: 
that was decifive. A girl that is brought up un- 
der the eye of her parents ought abſolutely! tq 
refer herſelf to them; becauſe, as they are ac- 
 quainted with her. diſpoſition, they may know: 
how to ſuit it. I have not had the ſame ad- 
vantage; for I was educated at a diſtance from 
my parents. The delay I aſked was only to give 
| them time to know me ;—and afterwards, re- 
plied my father . to ſubmit 2 ball | 
to nd vin. . J | 


| & DURST not 3 this ob 3 
That I had no attachment to any particular ob- | 
ject, was my only anſwer; and my mothers who 
took the declaration for an oath, ſeemed ſatisfied. 
Soon after this, at table, ſhe appeared in ſuch 
good humour, fo tender and obliging, that I al- 
maſt regained that tranquillity affected, for I : 
ige ſome hopes that ſhe might not prove 
e inexorable. * 
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2 ad be, 
by log 0 SH har pa dur mother : 


I eK s 


* Mae . Alert the 5 
"*$ra&ts,) aid toy y father topk that moment to open 7 

rt to me. 1 am ſorry, my e dear Lucy, | 
ik T had no opportunity of \Preac- 


Jou! 


Is a valuable woman, and loves, with tender- 
Be "thoſe who have a right to her affection; ; 


8 


f eg has the misfortune to be tinctured with 5 


man) pi prej ;udices, which make no ſuperficial im- 


preſſion upon her. Lo prevail with her by ob- 
. Kinacy « of oppoſition would be impoſible. Ac- 
quieſce without reply in all her opinions, and 


: rely on my tenderneſs for the ſecurity of y 


"ha pineſs. But there is one thing Which ou 
p S you 

muſt tell me ingenuoully ; ; is your heart engaged! ? 
The diſtreſs in which you, appeared upon the 


A 


BY of Re gives me ſome 8 of to 


© over your affections. The edel of my 2 — 
awakehed © the moſt lively gratitude. 1 would 
Rave Hirown myſelf at his feet, had he not pre- 
Vente: me, and I aſſured him that my heart was 


Acc diſengaged: "If you ſpeak — 


| » fat t he; T hope a all this will terminate happ 1 | 
"wilt © ur of 6 yout marriage, that you —_ | 


Une t 4 22 with the marquis 2 


3 Villeneuve, 


1. 


0 | 


"8. find, nothing diſguſtful in him, e ou_ will 
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b a pain rm can ll be 
to his advantage and. 1 have tho gopd an g- 
nion of, your. underſtanding; to 8 that, if 


29 


me to break t the ae am un 


| e At all events, if any. thing 14 


pleaſes you, adviſe with me -upon it; $78 
will find i in mea friend. and a a 
view is your happlteſs: . 
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"Gzarrtuks —_ me e dura { andy let heart 
* not room for thoſe ſentiments of reſpect : and 
affection, which ſo much goodneſs occaſioned. 
At that moment I believe I ſhould not have he- 
ſitated to give. my hand to the moſt diſagreeable 
man in the world, to repay ſuch obliging con- 
 deſcenfion.” . My anxiety for. the firſt night did 
not ſuffer me to ſleep ; yet though anxious, 1 
was not miſerable, with ſuch confidence had the 
" kimdnef of my. father inſpired me! The next 
+ hy I was obliged to paſs four hours at my toilet, 
and, when it was over, my ſather came to ac- 


* Arent me, that the old marquis de Villeneuve, 


who lived at Verſailles, had, the day before, 
ben. attacked by a violent feyer, and that his 


* who had brought him advice of this-acci- 


| ed him to yiſit his father, who bad - 


ES 1 | rum In 
7 
dent would for; ſome days defer an, interviews. 

| n 


| 10 ay che truths, was cht rined I 
n 1 has b have, of che 
Neuss marquis z; I begun to wiſh that he might 
prove the man my father had deſeribed him his 
attachment to my family made me eſteem him, 
a that — I had a e | 
the . n For Sake Dan. he was. in 
danger, after which nothing more remained 3 | 
- J:weakneſs. I received a very gallant letter 
| From: the young marquis, complaining. of ae 
- double. misfortune which this. accident had occa-. 
ſioned; that of expoſing the life of a Abende. 
Was dear to him, and delaying the moment when. 
he ſhould throw himſelf at my feet. I formed a. 
Hxourable judgment of him, not ſo much 8 
the elegance of his letter, as from the affection, 8 
the reſpectful tenderneſs he expreſſed for his 


1 2 1NG this week I received 3 "EY D 


[2 | watks of kindneſs from my mother, It is true, 
© = _ availed. 


3 5 2 - TOY 
bs ents Wc OE WES 1 . : 2 1 
1 J ** Bs 1 et 7 N 8 22 


T avbiled y alk of W Wha 5 
acquieſced in her ſentiments with reſpectfuł fla 


lence, even when they appeared to me the moſt 
extraordinary. Thus it is, madam, that I a 
eireumſtanced. Within three days I am to rel. 


ceive the marquis de Villeneuve, both father and 


ſon; but notwithſtanding all that has bows 5nd 
in favour of the latter, I cannot, without fe 


think of this new ſtate into which I amt about tg 


enter. 1 have never yet conſidered! the duties . 


that: attend it, and they appear to be very heavy. 
Give me freſh aſſurances, madam, of that friend 


ſhip, which your promiſes make a law to you.. : 


How often,-1 in the midſt of r my troubles. have 1 5 


ſighed to think of the paſt ! ! Happy days! I knew . 
not how to value you as Jought. Yet think. 
not, madam that while 1 had the enjoyment of 


your company, I was inſenſible of my good for=- 


tune; no: it is, nevertheleſs, true, that the 
loſs of it, alone, has made me perceive it in its 


Full extent, and fills me with the moſt lively re- 
gret. Adieu, madam! May our friends be 
happy! May they enjoy the dear privilege of - 
1 55 and 1 with you, while I HOVE: 
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281 b Nor nat e! nde 


sat Ir #; Rf NCE. 0 Tuc, 


read your letter, my a Nepia 


die cirele of e our” friends; and inſtead 
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"of 4 pamphlet, T ſhould ſend you a ſmill volume, 


bet were 1 to write to you all the diſſerta- 
0e it occaſioned. "You muſt be content with 


ract; and yet I will not promiſe: you that 


aß anſwer ſhall be ſhorter than your letter. 
3 Once for all, when we have a ſubject to write 
. upon, let us not limit our ſentiments. To 
Whatever length your letters may extend, they 
will never be tireſome; and I have too good an 


ee of your friendſhip to fear that mine 
ſbould become troubleſome to you. Let our 
pens, then, without conſtraint, take their in- 
ſtructions from our hearts; and let us not be 
" niggards of the only arr: _ can foften _ | 


=, 
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FAR nom Wläminz thoſe {a lids 
; vecaſioned by the proſpeR of an engagement that 
ean only end with life, they ſerve but to confirm 

— in my good opinion. Nothing, certainly, 
3 . thoſe duties 
We 


1 * * TERS 43 


we engage in key we 4 1 and I am con- 
vinced that a pſiders them with / 
attention will Kae rea on to ble. Vet do 

not, on that account, imagine that thoſe duties, 


however "heavy they* may appear; Sire incom- 


patible with happineſs, No, my: de in 
2 the due diſcharge of them that a n 
man finids her repoſe, her pleaſure and her glory: 
but theſe advantages muſt be purchaſed at ſome 
85 erpenee. When a girl marries, ſhe is. bound to 
give up her inclinations, her caprices, and her 
berg. Theſe ſacrifices, hard as they may ap- 
pear, are the firſt ſteps ſhe muſt take to happi- 
neſs. I know that, in Atrifineſs; this ſacrifice 
19 din to be mutual, and that/the huſband ought 
to meet you half way. Yet if he refuſe to pay 
his quota, you muſt reſolve to be at the whole 
r ere In order to come to ſuch a reſolution, 
a woman need only compare what it would colt . 
heb to make it, with the miſeries which a life of 
F contradiction would occaſion: and 1 
| would never have you think that the good diſpo- 
ſition of a huſband'1 may excuſe you from making 


. . ſome ſacrifices yourſelf. A man without faults 


- #@ matched, if a huſband ſympathize 3 with you even 
in your virtues,” But what are theſe ſacrifices, if 
: . n have. * * . PRES 

Th of 


is an abſolute chimera; and you will not be ill- 


te unarie 
, attach wont or grove, co 
titute ene it would ſcarce be poſible 
that. the con on of a wife ſhould fail to 
ſoſten hinrz at leaſt ſhe would be fure to find i in 
her dn reflections that reward which on 3 
vittne never fails to give, and which dan 
-canteived. bucky Adee . 
WINS e 4 
To the 3 of pi 7 your ae 3 
Sales thoſe of a huſband are added thoſe cares, 
thoſe embarraſſments which the conduct of a fa-- 
mily brings along with it. This, however, js“ 
one of thoſe things of which you can have no 
idea without experience. Tbe minutiæ of ſer-- 
vants, thoſe little attentions that are requiſite i in 
à prudent ceconomy, the education of a young | 
family, are circumſtances that muſt engroſs the 
whole time of a woman who thinks of them in 
the manner that ſhe. ought. What rigid old pre- 
cepts are theſe | it may be ſaid; nevertheleſs, I 
00 convinced that a woman cannot give herſelf 
up to pleaſure and dimpation but at the expenee 
— her duty. Her condition is not, on that ac- 
count, the Jeſs deſirable. There are various 
Linde of en; and, ſhould you put the 
a Vixt ous Woman, ue would: anſwer 


. 


2 


r 
vou, that thoſe minute attentions, 1 
terrour of the gay matran, are her delight. I 
would adviſe the woman, whole.wiſh.is to enjoy 
bfe, as the world calls it, to. a ſtate of celibacyi:. 
it is the only condition that is proper for her. 
Our faucy friend, the fair Victoria, ſwears ſue ll 
die a maid, rather than pay ſuch a price or a 
huſband. I am perſuaded that her gd eſenſe- 
will convince her of the neceſſity, as. well a8. 
of the difficulty and the value of thoſe virtues. 
which are proper for married women. have 
a thouſand things to ſay to you concerning 
this dear friend: notwithſtanding the goodneſs 
of her diſpoſition, I cannot but tremble for her. 

There is, in my opinion, only or e object want 
ing to make her paſſions break their bounds; bat 
this is not a time to give you the reaſons an 
which my fears are founded. . I promiſed to tell 
you in a few words her ſentiments, as well as. 
22 the indolent nn on . laſt let 
Aas nn 5 UW n n ” 21 


Albi TORIA has aided on the amen 
your mother from the ſpecimen you have given 

us. — 4 Behold there, ſays ſne, a woman de- 
»utly attached to the ctiguette of her grand 
mothers ! I dare ſay it coſts her many a n 
en ine cannot build her head three ſtories,” | 
She 


*She?p © gewebe hen s ee to ex- 
patiatel an che miſery of living wich ſuch people; 
but, for my part, T think, where the character 
 ix:p66d-upon/the whole, one may diſpenſe ith 
foibles of this kind. A little complaiſance ſets 
all right: yet I would not have it carried ſo far 
U draw you into. a precipitate engagement. 
An affair of that conſequence certainly requires 
g time for deliberation ; 3 but where trifles only are 
ee 1 would .not have you: heſitate 
= moment. Henrietta, far from thinking you 
Pitiable, ſays you are the happieſt woman in 
the world; for nothing, in her opinion, is more 
perplexing than the privilege of choice. For 
chis fortnight ſhe has been under the utmoſt em- 
-barraſſinent, occaſioned by an offer of two 
matches, - equally advantageous; and her mother 
has taken it into her head, that, in an affair N 
here her daughter is principally concerned, ſhe 
"ought to determine for herſelf. The poor child 
is ready to die, when ſhe finds that, in order to 
„ chuſe, it is neceſſary to examine, and compare. 
Victoria adviſed her, very gravely, yeſterday, to 
let the two candidates draw cuts for her; and 
had ſhe not been afraid of diſcompoſing herſelf, 
mne would certainly have given way to her anger; 
ee eee eee ſub- 
mn | jects. | 
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jets. - Surely Nature made' ſome imiſtake zu, 
à mother yours have ſuited: 7 admirably; 78 
nt 811 it! Nene, 1H 7 "RG vm gt 210 
Bur, your father; my dear — What ſhall L ay 
of your father? It is impoſlible to repeat to you 
dur encomiums. Lou think,; perhaps, 1 eenony 
2 to you was the occaſion. N.. Phere 
he only acted the father: but it requires Avery 
uncommon ſhare both of prudence and patience 
to manage the weakneſs of a woman without 
ſubmitting to it. He paſſes for a man who is 
governed by his wife, but he is, to all intents 
and purpoſes, an abſolute monarch. His con- 
duct, my dear, may be an uſeful leſſon to you. 
Of whatever diſpoſition your future huſband 
may prove, you may ſtill hope to obtain every 
thing that is reaſonable from him by a gentle 
and obliging deportment. 1 wiſh, with all my 
heart, that your inclination may accompany the 
determination of your parents. I knew madam 
de Villeneuve, and I retain the utmoſt venera- 
tion for her memory. She was a' woman of. 
moſt exemplary character, and bore the irregu- 
larities of a youthful huſband with the moſt he- 
roc patience. Heaven rewarded her before her 
death; and for the laſt ten years of her liſe her 


| Kippinel was adequate to her virtue. Adieu, 
H my 
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my dear! Be ſpeedy in your determination, 


— 


eee ee 
ſure yourſelf, the concern we take in every thing 
that relates to our dear Lucy cannot poſſibly be 


"= 89 
. þ 


* . Es. © < * 
8 5 t 4 


— 


* 
l 7 : 1 : 2 : : N 
MB, $ . « ; 4 
[Wt abt x 2 pf ; « * 
i - 3 X [ 14 ; P 
* | q 
2 
+ 
© > 4 «5, — PIs 
N - 
4 4 H | ; | 
* 3 — k - 3 - 
5 = 


« „ 
> 
AM 
* = 2 
£ IF $ * | 
” * * 
* - 3 N | 
- A 
- * 8 a 
. F — 
— 
; 1 
- * 
=» 
& . 4 * : 
* 
o : 
- 
a an 4 : 
KS ; I : 
= #4 Wat ; y * 
— 
2 
* 
9 N : 
„ : | 3 
S — | 
= 15 
> i ; 
— 
” A . f 
* * — LY . 5 4 y | 
* 
* . 
. 
- [7 
* 
, p * 
1 9 
4 — ö 
- 
— 
: * 
a * I * : 
4 y . 
wo 
P l ; 
— 
* 
— * f a ; ; 
7 + 
7 7 #** * * f 
A. * 5 | P ; 
an 
* 
—- * 1 ; 
* p 
* * # 


* 4 . 
* * „ 5 n 
7 
. 
* 4 8 
n * 0 
* * N 
0 ; 
6 : : 
4 
1 F 
„ 
* : # 4 
128 : 
* 6 3 * > - 
) 
| BS : 3 . A 
WL ww * 4 * N : 
of * 
* 
* 
; 1 \ 6 - 1 5 F r TY 
ET: . 5, : 
* | 
= &? 
* P 
%* — 5 
21 ar - ; : a a 
1 1 : F | : 


LUCY TO EMERANCE. 


Moser begin my letter with ſelf „ 

L To paſs fix weeks without writing is a trea- 
ſon againſt friendſhip which I can hardly think 
pardonable. Yet I hope much from your indul- 
- gence. The important affairs I have determined 
ſince my laſt, left not a moment at my own diſ- 
poſal; and you muſt underſtand that the ſacri- 
fice I make you at this very minute is of ſome 
| conſequence. Yes, madam, theſe moments 
which I devote to friendſhip are ſtolen from 
love. Undoubtedly you are” ſurpriſed. — You 
cannot conceive how this girl, who was thought 
invulnerable, ſhould yield ſo ſoon.— But it is 
not my own love of which I preſume to ſpeak ;. 

It is that of the marquis de Villeneuve. He has 
been theſe three hours repeating that he adotes 
me, and thinks me very cruel in interrupting 
his repetitions. I took upon me to tell him that 
he ſhould make uſe of the time that remained to, 
aſſure me of his tenderneſs. —That czconomy: 
was neceſſary in the commencement of a paſſion, 
in order to ſecure a reſource againſt the ſatiety 


of nn ſhould run backward, | 
| before 
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bi 721 2 [i Gor: ade | onvinced that, he 
promiſe. e | more than be 5 capable « of per- 
fem m. You mile at my cred lity, madam-l 
ou my credulity, madam 4 
Wee E le the N of a lover 2 eſpecially. A 
lover, like the marquis de Villeneuve, of two- 
. and-tw twenity ? —Very true.—But the young 3 — 
quis is out. of the queſtion; it is his father, — 
More #oniſhing fill lt is ſo, my ; dear friend ; 5 
and you have ; a right to demand an explanation | 
of what to you appears unaccountable, Fam, 
in good earneſt, engaged to the elder marquis de 
Villeneuve, and his forty-five” years are much 
leſs formidable than his ſon's two-anl-twenty. 
What will ſurpriſe you till more is, that you 
were the firſt occafion of this change. The cir- 
e you mentioned concerning] Madam de 5 
| Villnevve could not fail to excite my curioſity. 
1 deſired my father to gratify i 1 and he told me 
one the r cg de Aberrant W now ſo eftimable 
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nage · What I was told bY the father' ſhewed 


me what T had to fear from the ſon. There was 


| ſomething engaging in him, and 1 muſt confeſs 


1. 
that he'\ Was not long without an "intereſt in m 
e 4. IN 985 a * 111 no 525 peart. 


=Þ 


OI "lug, it Wt "therefore, to 
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4000 {1 the man, before. reaſon Would be over overe 
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borne by! the preju. judice of love. 1 concluded, at 


the ſame time, that the right T had to make x my- | 


ſelf acquainted with him, would Juſtify me in 


the uſe of means 1 ſhould not have had, recourſe | 
to on. any other occaſion, - It Was time, mag 


to take my precautions: a wt found by the chagrin 
my: diſcoveries occaſioned, that t the marguis was 


no longer indifferent to me. Had there been no: 


HJ I 


of youth, could 10 have flattered myſelf with, 25 
happy a reformation as the marchioneſs had ex- 


perienced, 1 ſhould have ſacrificed a few years 
without reluctance. But in that circumſtance 
1 could not poſſibly be deceived. The marquis 
is vicious from principle. That ſon, who to me 
appeared ſo tender, ſo affectionate, makes a jeſt 


of friendſhip, love and gratitude; and that with 


ſuch intrepidity, that it is to mere chance I am 
indebted for the knowledge of his. character. 


But when once that knowledge was obtained, 1 


** 


yet how to recall that promiſe which, had (66 


: almoſt giyen, diſtreſſed me not a little. * To 
F communicate, my diſcoyeries to my father was 
127 5 for in that caſe 1 muſt have facri- 


ed 3 that pointe out the abyſs into which 
I was 


= +K E T T E * 1 
was read) will; ; andito that no diſtreſs cou 
me. ce, or rather Providence, di- 

and the blow, chat threatened me, and which 
appeared inevitable. What is moſt ſingular, my is 
mother, who firmly believes that in giving up 
the marquis, I make a ſacrifice of my inclina- 
tion to her, treats me with unnumbered acknow- 
ledgments on account of this pretended ſacrifice. 

Nothing more ridiculous than the cauſe for which 
he forfeited her favour ! He had the audaciouf- 
neſs to rally that reſpe& ſhe entertains for the 
manners and cuftoms of the laſt age. Out of 
his profane mouth did it proceed, that our an- 
ceſtors had neither the taſte, nor the politeneſs 
of the preſent times. This moſt precious de- 
ciſion rendered him ſo thoroughly: odious to oy 
good mother, that ſhe told me peremptorily, if 
I thought of the marquis for a huſband, I muſt 
Teſolve to ſee her no more; and when I anſwered 
chat her will ſhould always be the moſt ſacred 
Jaw to me, I thought ſhe'would have ſtifled me 
with ber embraces.” The indifference of the 
[young marquis upon this eyent would have given 
me leſs. pain than the diſtreſs which he affected. 
Tou axe ſenſible, madarn, that I bad the mi- 
nuteſt intelligence of his conduct; judge whether 
Thavue not reaſon to congratulate:myſelf on ſuch 
An ws) The elder marquis thought men 


N 


mould be left unde 
And taking i it for granted that what he did as 
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N to reconcile my mother; 


— 


no leſs for my ſatisfaction than for that of His 
ſon, he made me hisconfidant. What was! his 
Jurpriſe, when I deſired he would give himſelf © 


no. trouble in an affair which I had much leſs at 


heart than he might i imagine! When he preſſed 
me for the reaſon of my indifference to his ſon, 
and 1 could not give him the true one, 1 hoped 


to bring myſelf off by objecting to the youth of 
the marquis. This anſwer put into his head the 


very ſingular idea of propoſing himſelf. He aſ- 
ſured me that nothing but diſparity of years had 


prevailed with him to ſuppreſs the ſentiments 
with which J had inſpired him, and that the de- 
claration I had made, while it proved the ſolidity 


of my judgment, gave him ſome room for hope. 
With this overture, however unexpected, I muſt 


_ own I was not diſpleaſed. T had the utmoſt. 


eſteem for the maquis de Villeneuve; his cha- 
racter was determined, and I ſaw, at one glance, 
where I ought to fix my choice. Agreeably to 
theſe ſentiments, I told my new lover that if my 
parents approved of his propoſal, they ſhould 
find me obedient. The marquis did not loſe a 
moment to acquaint my father with what had 
paſſed; but only half the affair was laid open to 


. . _ I n ſtill have the merit of 
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in the light of a huſband as of a ſolid 


all that can eonſtitute the happineſs of a rational 
life ; a perfect knowledge of the world ; a heart 


diſguſted with the groſſer pleaſures by that ſatiety 
which renders the diſguſt unconquerable ; a man 
| capable of cond ucting me in that world wherein 
T am almoſe a ſtranger; in ſhort, an agreeable 


ſociety, whick may reconcile me to a domeſtic 
8 life, and to the duties that attend it. 


4 


Tus young marquis affected an entire ſub- 


an apparent obedience ; and the fame day every 
thing was concluded. I look forward to my 
approaching union without anxiety, and without 
fear. The marquis appears to me not ſo muc ch 
Friend, 
with whom I am about to form an uninterrupted . 
connection, and in whoſe converſation I ſhall find 


* 


miſſion to the determination of his father, but 


was, in reality, outrageous; becauſe with this 
marriage he loſes an income of fifty thouſand 
livres, of which his father had given him an aſf- 


: ſurance, and which he expected to find doubled. 


You perceive, madam, that this letter is only for 


your own eye, and I need not tell you my rea- 
ſons for enjoining you ſecrecy. The paſſages 
you may think proper to communicate to our 
friends 1 leave to your diſcretion, perſwaded that 
you will * diſtinguiſh reed 1 ſhall cer- 
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. you, wy dear: Lue 
my amiable marchioneſs, on the eee 
your” -choice—But I dare not openly avowm my 
ſentiments on this event, en eee, | 
almoſt excluſively my own. The news of your 
marriage has occaſioned a general deſertion 
among your friends. Some tax you with folly, 
and expect to enjoy your repentance; while 
others will allow you a few years of ſatisfaction, 
but are ſure that you will pay for it in the end. 
I cannot deny that diſparity of years in marriage 
is many times dangerous. But this rule is not 
without exceptions, and I flatter myſelf that the 
marquis de Villeneuve is of the number. An 
old man, they ſay, is troubleſome, jealous, and 
an enemy to pleaſure. You will have a tyrant 
2 rather than a huſband, who will avail himſelf of 
your inexperience in order to ſubject you to his 
caprice. With a young man, though the firſt 
years of your union may be attended with ſome 
uneaſineſs, you have ſtill room to hope for more 
* favourable days. Before forty you will be re- 


duced to the condition of a nurſe.— The Gout, 
with 
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| your huſband to his bed, or, at leaſt; to the 
- pr Prayers You muſt bear him company, 


maladies ſhall © occaſion. . Diſguſted _ with balls | 


ſcandalous adventures, in which he has been ei- 
ther an actor, or a witneſs; ; and the conſequence 


other amuſements, which he only finds to be 
dangerous, becauſe he is incapable of enjoying 


is this, if Lucy had her huſband's word for a 


: ſure, herſelf, of living no longer than 10 
one cannot ſufficiently praiſe her prudence in 
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with a thouſand infirmities beſide, will confine 


and partake of the ſpleen, or peeviſhneſs that his 


and afſemblies, he will be telling you everlaſt- 


ingly, that a young woman riſques her virtue, I 
or, at leaſt, her reputation by reſorting to ſuch "Ml 


places. You muſt liſten with patience to twenty 
will be that you muſt give up that and a thouſand 


them. The concluſion of all theſe. obſervations 


that he would die before ſixty ; or if ſhe 


this choice, but if ſhe expects either the one, or 25 
the other to live ines; I * is een in the 1 
> 11 © 9 Arte I 5 8 2811 3 15 144 eee a 7 

— ny” dear, is the diſcourſe which is 
repeated a thouſand times a day e 
of your marriage; and as it is well known how 
mucb I am concerned in every ching that relates 


9 generally to me that every com- 
. plaint 
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plaint of your « cenduct is addreſſed. Ivdeed, 1 
am not alittle. embarraſled. < 'The F ears of our 
ttriends are too well Elle their. complaints 
are juſt, is che language of thoſe who. know: 

not ſo well as you do the merits of the father, 


5 and the faults of the ſon ;—though the latter ean 


be of no ſervice to juſtify. you, in the opinion of 
the. public, 1 ſhould be glad to be acquainted 
Go with particulars. both, of the one and the other. 
I knew your huſband, only in the time of his dif+ 
ſipation, but even then be gave hopes of a happy 
return to virtue. One might perceive: that he 
had ſtill a taſte, an eſteem for it, hen moſt in- 
toxicated with his paſſions. Between, thaſa and his 
underſtanding there was perpetual war, and as a 
| Bate of violence cannot laſt longs the marchioneſa 
had hopes of a certain ref mation, That reſorma - 
dune a8 you have very well obſerved, is nat ta ha 
expected every, where; and in thoſe who are vi- 
Jous s from principles the-coldpeſs.of mature years 
will add new faults to the vices of youth, I men- 
- tioned in my laſt my fears with regard to, Vie- | 
toria. Every thing ſeems to confirm them. Her 


father has lately;purckaſed a, place at caunty and 
real Poor ldi is: meh- And 


| _ inthe. daes, a: 8 
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ſhe ſhall have of ſeeing you; and that, indeed, | 
is ſome confolation to me. Heaven grant that 
| ſhe may follow your advice and example ! That 
is the only reſource ſhe has againſt the violence 
of her paſſions. Henrietta has at laſt deter- 
mined. She marries Mr. de Sauvebœuf, who! is 
what one may call a man of faſtiion.” Wonder 
not at the obſtacles which oppoſe the deſign 1 
had formed of living here in tranquillity : my 
attachment to my friends plunges me once more 
into that world Which I thought I had quitted 
for euer. My heart will follow them, and par- 
take of their anxieties, Heaven grant, once 
mere, that they may retain that love of virtue, 
which has endeared thetn to me ! But to ſpeak © 
freely, my dear Lucy, my only dependence is 
on you. charge you by our friendſhip to have 
an eye on Victoria. Endeavour to engage het 
| confidence, and ſave her from the ſhares of the 

world. My heart is fo full while I write theſe 
we OT. pen 1 from "OP hand. 2 
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ſorry for his former extravagancies. The tears 


LETTER V- Jo 
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Iver To EMERANCE. 


* ks als vs ek n 
of my huſband : he appears to be ſincerely - 


he cannot forbear ſhedding when he thinks of the 
ſufferings they occaſioned the virtuous marchi- 
oneſs, far from giving me offence, render him 


more dear and more reſpectable. Monſ. de Vil- 


Teneuve had a good deal of wit, but I: think he 
has now nothing more than good ſenſe; yet that 
ſenſe. is embelliſhed with the remains of what he 

has poſſeſſed. J underſtand. perfectly what I 
write, yet I am apprehenſive that J do not ex- 
. preſs myſelf clearly. I ſhould. not hazard ſuch | 
expreſſions to a perſon of leſs penetration; 
"the contrary, I freely abandon my pen to. you, 


and I am in hopes that you will explain my own 


thoughts for me. His heart, naturally made 
for tenderneſs, after having been a prey to the | 
moſt violent paſſions, is no longer ſuſceptible of 
any thing more than friendſhip, its capacity for 
different ſenſations being, as it were, worn out. 
Vet this friendſhip, ſo tender, fo delicate, "[6at- 


ene, nay very well paſs for love, | Ir differs 
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from i it in noching but that it is not fo liable to 
change and caprice. He has no longer any taſte 
for the buſy pleaſures of the world, yet he agrees 
that he ought to give into them, and encourages 
me to partake of ſuch as are proper ſor my time 
of life; acknowledging, at the ſame time, that 
he is charmed to obſerve in me a more ſolid turn 


of mind. He has formed a fociety of amiable 
and reſpectable people, into which he propoſes 


to introduee me; but the conditions are ſingular 
enough. Vou do not know the world, my dear 
Luey, ſays he, and therefore your averſion to it 
is not joſtißable; ; that it may be truly ſolid 
and laudable, it is neceſſary that it ſhould be 
founded on experience. The contraſt between 
the gay world and that into which 1 ſhall intro- 
duce you, will make you perceive more ſenſibly: 

the value of the latter. It is abſolutely neceſſary 


that you ſhould ſee life: my reputation requires 
it. Try, my dear, to amuſe yourſelf with the 
farce, you will ſee me mix in the ſame ſcene of 
inſanity, and we'll laugh together, at the folly 


of the actors. Who could have thought it, 


madam? This reformed man of pleaſure inſiſts 
that I ſhall make tryal of it. Ingenuouſly, I be- 


lieve he is in the right: poffibly, had he for- 


bidden this liberty, my fooliſh heart might have 
ſiched for it. However, I have promiſed to 
: obey him, and have charged him to watch over 


C4 me 


- 
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: the eye of a Sriend-in the canver.ow 
ghar abate comer; — 


i the light of e » tender fied 0. 


* 0 


kr Fs now 3 e eee 


: Providence made uſe of to reſcue me from the 


dreadful lot to which I was deſtined. Do not 


you remember poor Boirguinon, that faithful 
domeſtic, bo ferved my uncle ſo many years? 
"Fortunately for me, he was ſootman to the 


young marquis de Villeneuve, and when I formed 


 adefignof acquainting myfelf with his character, 
I determined, notwithſtanding my averſion to 


means of that kind, to interrogate this ſervant. 


At firſt it was with difficulty I could prevail 


upon him to ſpeak, and it was only his fear of 
ſeeing me miſerable to which I was indebted for 


the diſcoveries he made. Miſs, faid the ho- 
« neſt creature, I have carried you in my arma 
<« a thouſand times, when you was a little one, 

« and, craving your pardon, I love you as much | 


ns if you were my own child. As to my 


maſter, he's a wicked wretch, and neither 


< believes in God nor Devil. He plays the 
* h 


ite before his father, who. has no more 


5 «© e n 
| « he laugds t Kim for being {6 credulous. He's. 
% more in debt than his Head's worth, but his 


< creditors Hayes not blown him, becauſe he 


| © prartiſed ue pay mem out of ybur, father's. 


c purſe. T none he would beat % beine ou, 
«if he thought That diſeovered theſe undef- 


hand dealings; but I am fure yott are too good 
| Fek itnn 19 Fou are furs 7 bite = 


goed Beurguinen, 


1 Hope, however, to 


nt him. - 


ce that would 55 


e no longer be of ſervice to you. When TI told 
on AN of the Marquis" 5 failings, he was not my 
7 = ns « _— 


from the any part of his maſtetꝰs 7 
duct. It was thibugh his thedits' T Aifecbered 
the outrage into which his father's marriage had 
thitown Him, and the fnares Be obligingly medi 
tates to ruin our peace. 3 
talks ſuel meaſures as Malt drfup 
would not lay open the Whole of my inteſli- 
gencs to my huſband, fine 
| have wounded his peace without produeing an 
godch effect to Ris unfortunite fon. I Have de | 
more; I have conſented to the removal of Bo. 
guinon, out ef reſpeck to tlie honeſt mars deli- 
cacy. „Madam, ſaid he yeſterdiy with tears 
ein his eyes, permit me to leave you; I can | 
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dangers you apprehend, I ſhall only be acting 
upon the principle of affection. I am leſs con- 


. AS b 


« ſon · in- law js at his own houſe; and while 1 
3 breads 1 n of NE 


ci jo mor dee, 


i in my Ven ties, ler fear: — young 
marquis's ſuſpicions. 1 ſhall ne, 
dene t0 anfeber your intentions with regard t 
our friend: you know how dear ſhe, is! to meg 
NN preſerve her from thoſe 


- cerned. for Henrietta She will continue under 
your eye, and her confidence in you will proye 
a ſure aſylum from danger. I thank you for. 
that warm concern you take in every thing that 
relates to me. Vour only dependence is on 
me, do you ſay ? Doubtleſs it is becauſe I am 


Fey leaſt expoſed, for I am x conſcious of 4 no fit 
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ICTORIA: will wing you this letter, 


lied with my tears. 1 knew not, till ſhe left 
me, how dear this child was to me; and, in- 
deed, her grief at parting juſtified my affection. 
Behold her then launched forth into that ſea ſo 
infamous for ſhipwrecks, without a pilot, without 
any other guide than a blind confidence in, the 
rectitude of her heart; paſſionately; fond of thoſa 
pleaſures to which ſhe is about to give herſelf 
up How do I pity her! How utterly: inca- 
pable is ſhe of ſecing the world in it's true light 
Vouth can behold nothing but the prefent mo- 
ment, and its views terminate in the object it 
enjoys. You find, my dear, I am quite the old 
woman; yet I am not afraid of being thought 
tedious. Nature has given you, in the bloom 
of youth, the mature judgment of age; and 
your good ſenſe ſupplies that experience, Which 
others purchaſe by their nn. . | 
25 * their faults, 


RE C6 HIAanmirg 


my dear friend; and you will find it ſul- 1 


HE —— with you, herds of Provi- 

acknowledge that human prudence. . not 
eee me divit-wifdom i mp 
e lade de we know what is proper far us; — 7 
fo litde are we able to effect, * 
that to repoſe ourſelves upon it is abſalutely ne · 
Snare This is, in my opinion, the virtut of 
fſuaolitude; I am perſecuted by enemies, h 
want to deprive me of the little remains ot my 
dn better for me tha the tranquillity I ſhould 
| have enjoyed at this place. The marquis de 
Villeneuve has feveral friends in this parliament, þ 
and I hope for his recommendatory letters, This 
cuſtom of recommendation ſeems altogether im- 
pertinent, yet it is neceſſary to comply with: it. 
I'muſt own, however, that I ſhall not be able 
10 preſent mine without a bluſh. Is it not as. 
much as to ſay to my judges, Gentlemen, I hae 
uo opinion of your integrity, or at leaſt of your 
attention My fortune is in your hands, and. 
you are engaged by the moſt ſacred of all obliga= N 
tions to protect the — and the widow. Not: 
8 2 i] 
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the leaſt delay will be prejd kei to my affairs; 
and muſt, therefore, leave this place within twa. 


days. It is at Toulouſe, then, that I ſhall receive 


your letter, and I ſhall find a relief in it from the 


fatigues and anxiety of buſineſs. Lam ſometimes 

| inclined to give up all that is conteſted to my 
opponents, to diſpoſe of the little they cannot 
take from me, and ſhut myſelf up in ſome ſe- 
queſtered obſcurity, where, forgotten by the 
world, I may forget it in my turn. This 


thought, which has the appearance of giving 
up the advantages and conveniences of life, 


flattered me for a few moments; but upon ex- 
amining it more attentively, I diſcovered that it 


was in reality nothing more than a convenient 
indolence, and implied but little ſubmiſſion to 


the diſpenſations of PRovipEnce. That 


PRoviDENCE commands me te defend my 


property againſt injuſtice ; and that by means of 


proctors and advocates. © This place then is the 
moſt proper for me; and, notwithſtanding my- 
averſion to it, I ſhall continue here, till a toler- 
e 104 lb | able- 


rr . 
| them faithfully at the requeſt a6. uf friend. | 
could have:wiſhed to put off myjourney tilt after 
the marriage of Henrietta, butjflayin@emedt-thav 


enemies cannot deprive m. 
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-theckends: as SE e nnd; in 
tereſting every one in their favour, he led them 
through a train of the greateſt misfortunes; and 
virtue, with him, was always a ſufferer. What 
would you have me do? ſaid he: proſpetity and 
heroic virtue are two extremes which it is diffi- 
cult to unite. Were I to make my principal 
characters happy in this world, the reſemblance 
would be unjuſt; it is not till after death that 
they are to know felicity. This concluſion was 
juſt, madam, and you experience the truth of it. 
This world is not the ſcene where VIRTUE is 
to. find her reward. She is a ſtranger here, and 
expoſed to enemies without any human ſuecour. 
We may go farther ; it is adverſity that produces 
the greateſt virtues: it is adverſity that cheriſhes 
and brings them to light. It is not every mind 
that is worthy of the trial, and the greateſt 
number ſink under it. Be ſatisfied, madam ! 


you are now in the furnace, and will come forth 
4 pure 


: 3 


a5 at 


„ L B DV. * E X * 
pure and ſpotleſs, 1 approve, likewiſe, of your 
=_ acquieſcence in Providence; that retreat in 
which you wiſh to repoſe yourſelf is perteciy in 
my own taſte. Give up your cauſe and com 
mence hermit, We have an eſtate admirably 
well ſuuated for your purpoſe; it is ina deep ſo- 
Litude; about thirty Jeagues: from Paris. The 
marquis aſſures me that there are woods, and a 
employment of a ſhepherdeis. I will procire 
but as; chere ia no pleaſure unmixed, or unat- 
tended with pain, you will have the mortifica- 
tion of being diſturbed in your folitude | fix 
months in the year : for, by your leave, we | 
all paſs half our time, at leaſt, on that eftate, 
Partake af your employments, and in the care of 
pour liule flock... Scricufly, madam, my friend- 
ip is wounded by your ſchemes, and Mr. de 
Villeneuve is grievouſly offended. In whatever 
tane at leaſt is abways determined. Should you 
| be baniſhed from your preſent poſſeſſicms, think 
ut there is a houſe which you ought ts look | 
withy gamicude-the- . — r 
S's "IE _ them 
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a will not give you his elogium—A judge ought - 
| to be diſintereſted; and I ſuſpeR that T love him 

too tenderly to avoid exaggeration. I know but 
of one way to give you a juſt eſtiniate of his 


* * 1 E R * 


them the preference (b 4 Uhoufand othürz wht" 
would conſider the enjoyment of your company 

as che moöſt ineſtimabie advantage. Juft Sic" 
obſerved that all minds are not worthy'to Under! 
go che trial of affliction; and it was neteſſafy- 
that * ſhould conſider the weakneſs of ” 
The happy days I now enjoy will not, | 
in —— be overcaſt with clouds, ha lt 
my fortitude will be put to no other trial than 
that of bearing the misfortunes of my friends. 
To tay this, is to tell you that 1 am 
marquis all that can make me perfectly happy. 1 


merit; you muſt come and be ji ddge yourſelf; 
poſſibly you may find faults that — my own 
eye, and diſcover them to me. In that you 


will do me ſervice; for it may ſave me from an 
exceſs of love. This — 


* neee 


Tus Mazyrs. 


2 A M too much intereſted, 8 in this 
interruption, to offend you by the liberty I take. 
. in the intreaties of nen GO 
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would come, and make the judgment*ſhe” re- 
quires. But I muſt beg that your diſcoveries 
may be a ſecret. An old man, you know, has 
need of indulgence; I depend upon yours, ma- 
dam, and, perhaps, it may not be long before 
TI have need of hers. This dear girl gives me a 
merit in that complaiſance which is due to her, 
and in every little attention. In the character 
of a huſband ſhe had been made to expect a 
maſter, and is aſtoniſhed to find a friend, who 
; een to compenſate for thoſe diſagreeable 
circumſtances. which a diſparity: of years Se : 
55 n I ſhall certainly make it my ſtudy 
that ſhe may never perceive: them, and that her 
lite may be as happy as her hopes have painted ; 
it. But notwithſtanding my utmoſt cares in 
this reſpect, ſomethin will always be wanting 
to her felicity, till your preſence ſhall confirm 
it. I haye written to Mr. preſident 2 Who 
is my relation and my friend Were he not one 
of your judges, he would not permit you to 
make uſe of any houſe but his o.] n. To your 
affairs, at leaſt, he will pay the utmoſt atten- 
tion, and will ſave you every unneceſſary trouble. 
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! NOT a Kogle wail . Theſe 
wo lovers are ſo taken up with the thoughts of 


» 


© beſide. To be revenged, I haye got the pon in 


melancholy, as I have been during this hour 
that they have been employed i in writing. Faith ! 


try how long they can hold it—No—T ſhould - 


retroptins them. Beſides,” my head is ſo con- 


| have not recollection enough to tell you what 
ſay? She is a thouſand times more charming 


embarque at random. I muſt have another 


— 
_— 


Dig + 


of S you that 2 ** all the r 


my turn; and ! hope they will be as dull And as 


No- I am miſtaken; they are fate down at the 
other end of the room, and, if I may gueſa by 
their Jooks; are engaged in a very animated con- 
verſation. Now have I a violent curioſity to 


r the dupe at laſt; and I will make haſte 
luc :, that I may have the pleaſure of in- 


fuſed with the aſtoniſhing things I fee, that 1 


impr 1 they make upon me. I have found i 
in the marchioneſs de Villeneuve that Lucy ſo 
der, ſo amiable, fo polite . What do I 


than ever. I begin to think that happy love is 
as good as paint to the complexion. But do 
not you think, notwithſtanding, that T ſhall 


marquis Villeneuve before I venture upon 
the voyage; and I am of opinion that huſbands 
of his ung are ſomething like the philoſopher's 


ſtone. All the world ſeeks for it; but wh could 


ever r boaſt of _—_— it? 
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„Ar. ch — to conclade;; and- 
— -aſe: of the opportunity to ſpeak 
freely of our friend. She does not diſſemble her 
joy on the change of her ſituation, but frankly 
owns her paſſion for thoſe. pleaſures ſhe is about 
to partake. This difpoſition; as you have ob- 
| ſerved, is very dangerous for u girl of her age 
and figure; but I hope her friendſhip for us wilt 
ſometimes withdraw her from her promiſed 
 amuſements.[ fay her friendſhip for az, for the 
i quite charmed with the marquis, and was 
highly tranſported at the offer he made her of his 
houſe: at Verſailles, till her father ſhould be 
ſettled. This will enable us to obſerve her more 
b and e her won the 8 
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BMERANOE ro ruor 


* ben pen n dear, — 
I upon, my rake and, though L have not 


been two hours at Toulouſe, I have 2 thoufand 
thanks to offer the matquis ; the preſident, to 


the moſt agreeable company on my journey. 1 
found, upon my anxival at Bezier, the counteſy 
to the famous, canal of Riquet. That lady 
waited for me in 2 beautiful veſſel: belonging! to 
the count de Caramant, the fon of that count 
ta hem France was; indebted: for that aſtoniſa- 
ing work. The counteſs, her huſband, and 
Mr. de Bades bis brother, late colonel, took 

the oppertunit of the veſſel's — | 
Tbey had waitad for me: two whole days, and 
nathing certainly; could. .cxceed. the politeneſs | 
with which; L wes treated. by this amiable fa- 
" Mily, The cqunteſs; obliged me to accept of an 
would make it her pleaſurs to relieve me as much 
{in | : as 


a e * 


£ L * * * E R * 
as 5 poſkble under the e een | 


the W of: the canal. Art has prevailed ſo 
much over nature in the conſtruction of i it, that 


it is more like enchantment than any thing elſe. 
This canal, which forms a communication be- 


tween the Ocean and the Mediterranean, runs, 


or rather repoſes in a country the moſt unequal: 
I ſay, repoſes; for it's waters are dormant. 


They paſs at firſt under a prodigious rock that 


forms à mountain. The paſſage under this 
rock has been worked with infinite labour, and 

the arch is raiſed extremely high. It produees 
an echo whoſe ſounds are multiplied in a very 
extraordinary manner. As the company had a 


mind to. enjoy my ſurpriſe, the counteſs, as we | 
approached the mountain, detained me in a 
cabbin of the veſſel, looking over a pretty li- 


| brary, till my ears were ſtruck with a kind of 
muſic ſo extraordinary as I had never heard 


*till} that inſtant. The ſound of the inſtru- 


ments, the melody of the voices had ſomething | 


fo. uncommon' in them, that, for a moment, 1 
ſtood: motionleſs. I had not perceived that we 
were under the arch, and and I knew: not to what 


I. ſhould-aſcribe this prodigy. 1 haſted to the 
ſide of the veſſel, and though it was: but five 


in 3 the darkness was ſuch: ihat 1 <7 
8 „ could 


VE 


— 


** 
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could not disderm one object about me. All af 
once the arch was on fire; and a thouſand 
lamps which ſeemed to light themſelves diſ- fy 
covered to me a kind of cavern, on each ſide of 
which were 1 8 3 voices 
our r little company were finkSioin me, and they : 
enjoyed not à little the pleaſure they had pro- 
miſed themſelves in my ſurpriſe. Am I then in 
an enchanted region, cried I, as ſoon as the 
concert ceaſed ? well, ſurely an adventure ac- 
companied with ſuch muſic cannot be unfor- 
tunate: and why then, ſhould I fear, under the 


protection of theſe valiant knights, the honors of 
chivalry? J aſſure you I looked upon myſelf as no 
ſmall adventurer, when under this arch.— This 


1s certainly one of the fineſt works I ever ſaw. | 
I got out of the veſſel to examine it's: elevation, 


and, upon my return, I found a handſome col- 
lation, which regaled us on the reſt of our 


paſſage. This little entertainment was con- 
trived by M. de Bades, who took the advantage 
of a country opera, which was going from 
Montpellier to Toulouſe, and the players of 


which had dined at Beziers. This amuſement, 
however, Was only a prel ude to the pleaſure 


which my ſurpriſe was to occaſion. Without 
undreſſing, 1 1 don on a bed, and dropped 


theuon;! % into 
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of u torrent,” ee — 
I leaped from the bed in real terror. I ran 
to the head of the veſſel, and difcovered a ſheet 
c water, about forty ſoot wide, which-dafhing, 
with moſt dreadful violence, down z precipice 
of more than a hundred fathom,- afforded 2 
maſt noble ſpectacle. The ſun, which was juſt 


| biſen, darting bis rays upon this liquid ice, 


painted it of a thouſand colours: At the fame 
dime, they made me'obſerve that the canal was | 
Snding no vent, might elevate” us to a level 
with che caſcade. This was a quarter of an 
Hour in effeQting ; and we had four more to 
ſeale ſucceflively, fo that, in about an hour and 
 & half, we were at the top of a very high moun- 

_ tain, which we aſcended with as much caſe as 
if we hath been lying in bed, In other places 
it was neceſlaty to deſcend; and this was ef- 
what had been practiſed in the aſcent; for the 
fuices a-hrad of us were ſtopped till the water 
| was made to flo backwards. There is one 


1. part of «the canal, where they made me come 


up once more to gratify my eurioſity. . In'this 
place, one may ſay without impropriety, what 
' way-fabled of the Eridanus of old, that it runs 


«<a — EE 
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ee de air; for there it's channel is ſu- 
th you ſee a bridge, a river, 


villages, and a beautiful country. - I. ſhoukd 


never have done, were I to deſcribe all the beau- 
ties of this eighth wonder; much leſs were I 

to enter into a detail of every pleaſure that was 
IT procured for me on my journey. We had the 
diverſion, of fiſhing in a reſervoir of the canal, 


which coſt the lives of a dozen of carp, whereof 7 
the leaſt. weighed twenty pounds; nor is this 


any ching extraordinary, when it is conſidered 


that this lake is never fiſhed except by expreſs 
orders from the proprietors. — But I believe L 
| ſhall never get out of this canal; nevertheleſs 
muſt ſay a word or two concerning my entry into 
Toulouſe. We arrived about five, on St. John's | 
day: the town was. deſerted,, and we met the 
inhabitants in the environs, At firſt - I thought 
they would acknowledge nothing in Touloufe 
but the ſaint of the day; and that it wasser 


preſly . forbidden to call people by any other 


name chan that laben Lech: nen 


that theſe eee more en ** foor „ 


cartigd.an * purſe and a; fan. You! had: 4 


view of the Toulouſins from the cobler to the 
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_ preſident, for no body came dut without a fan 
* a moſtgay. - The genius of this people 
nens to be written in their looks, which are. 
r and ahimated- That look 
ordinary indicates more cunning. than 
+ is of a different Kind among the Lan- 
guedecians. This ſhews a frank neſs of heart, a 
ſoul made for friendſhip, which in ſome objects 
appears confuſedly, in others almoſt certain, 
and which I will deſcribe to you more exactiy 
when I have made the trial. With pleaſure, 
may you, my dear, look upon a letter of fo eafy 
= fle and ſubject. Were not you terribly 
 apptckatfive of finding this brifited with all the 
— ame: w7-aigleds chicanery ? Aﬀure 
yourfdlf,, I am perfectly cured of talking about 
my law-affairs, dy the recitals with which my 
eue þive been - already wounded, However I 
5 elnnot' regret; the time I have faerificet In at- * | 
| tenndinng20/ details of this: kind. By feeing how 1 
eulom converfattens ef this kind tre, I have 7 
Jeaodied td hoid then. It is uſual for people 
- Ahiey meet wich ag account of them; for my own - 
Nett Tuever ſpeak chem hut to my judges, whoſe 
ears are-accuſitimied to that fargon, Which would 
de uf ſupportahle to others. I Half not 'waſte 
me in thinking you W 
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only properly be felt? I depend 


every thing for me to the 
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wiſh for you, and I ean aſſure you, notwith- 


abſence leaves a vacuity in my life which nothing 
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do we cry It is good for us to be here!] but before 
- we can reſolve to build our tabernacles, we miſt 


_ ſented, entitled Cenia; our tears flowed in 


5 - your's would have joined them. Alas! my dear 
madam, every thing brings you to our remem- 


- ought, or rather this ſentiment interrupts the 
whole happineſs of my life. Even happy love 


ny Were it for you to render me completely 
happy 
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de St. Amand ſhould uſe every means to 
1 her gueſt TO know you muſt be to 


ſtanding the pleaſures that ſurround me, your 
can fill. How often, in traverſing with Vic- 


toria theſe enchanting gardens, of which you 


have our excellent friend. Veſterday we were 
at the French play A new piece was repre- 
abundance, and twenty times we ſaid, that 


brance, but nothing to our preſence. This 


in vain offers its pleaſures ; friendſhip is want- 
ing, and nothing can ſupply its place. How 


- 


* 4 


* * ” T Tt R 4 2d 


happy! and, have I not reaſon to doubt e 
ee if yowrefuſe e 
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—— v— quite charmed with 
Victoria; and I am very much miſtaken, if he 
has not, in reality, thoſe ſentiments ſor het; 
vhich he pretended for me. I know not whether 


to be glad Or ſorry upon the occaſion. I have 
theught more than once, ſince this viſit, that a 


Lime den for a woman of ſenſe might, 


n, to ſave this dear friend from the 


. Ste Th to hieb her connection with the marquis g 
would expoſe her, ſuppoſing his attachment to 


The duties of friendſhip, no doubt, 


are ſacred; but am I bound by them, when 
the perſon in queſtion is connected by the 


ſtrongeſt of all relations, to my huſband ? I de- 


duct I am to obſerve in ſuch a delicate cireum- 
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I rave, this moment, received a letter from 


Henrietta, wherein ſhe tells me that ſhe is 
een to ſet out for Paris, her huſband being 


23 deſirous 


Ws, haps had a viſit hom de young Wh | 
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poſſibly, be the only effectual means of reſorm- 
eee ee It is true, the remedy is doubt 
Wn and the danger of our friend certain. Ought 
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| deſirous that ſhe ſhould ſpend 4 few months: | 
there. You know my friendſhip for her, . 
fore, I need not tell you how happy that erent 
will make me. It ſeeins as. if Providence were 
concerned in drawing you from your retirement, 
for you have oſten 4old un that our friendſhip. 
principal thing that rendered it agree- 

8 pen the ſtrength of this I venture to, 
- Indulge all choſe flattering ideas that ſo" readily 
c eur to me; and which it would be too ſevere a 
 Jacrifiee- to give up—T-find I' could not long 
ſupport that life of difipation which, in a place 
Ike d, dn you from yourſelf, Ba r 
wiſh is for a rational ſociety, but it cannot be. 
tified* till confirmed dy the approbation of 
your preſence. 1 admire the tranquillity with 


3 which. you [deſcribe the amuſements of your 


voyage, at a time when the determination of 
_ Jour law-ſuit is of the laſt conſequence to your 
Intereſt. | This is, in my opinion, the ne plus. 
9 of Chriſtian philoſophy, I 
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Snow, ang certainly: hs. unpardonable were 
1 tary, . But you will do me juſtice in that 
-—_— eee that fos this fortnight 1 
have been configed 46 my bed. Do not think, 
haue „ that che fatigue oſ mg affairs hes oe 
eaſianed this alteration in my health. The 
marquis has ſerved me ſo eſfectually, thanks to 
his care, that they now begin to talk of an ac- 
commadation. It is hardly two hours that 1 
have knawn how much I have been obliged to 
| him; and 1 ſhall not now attempt to expreſs. 
wy gratitude. Our language is too weak for: 
my purpoſe, but hearts underſtand one another, 
enemies, who were no ſtrangers to my circum- 
ſtancas, would never have thought of ruining 
me abſolutely, had they not been convinced of 
my inability to ſupport the expence of a fuit. 
Tue generous marquis, madam, gueſſed how it 
Was; and to out them off from all hopes on that 
os; made a remittance of ten thouſand. livres to 

1 Da Oe N 


I a you low is my ad ſervant, 2 
and who i in this inſtance, by his own Proper au- 
| thority, made himſelf my maſter. As he had 
orders to keep this generoſity a ſecret to me, he 
concealed it till this very day; and you ſhall 
bear the uſe he made of the money. He con- 
tracted. an acquaintance with my antagoniſt's 
valet de chambre, and having engaged him to 
ſupper, he threw ner eee 
lixtes in gold, together with a thouſand crowns 
be bad borrowed upon ſome jewels. that I had 
leſt; and told the fellow that with this monex 
i en determined. to ſee his maſter out ; but ij 
this Was not ſufſficient, r —= 
8 his words, hehe 8 
letter he had received from the marquis, v 
| de bids him not bee de case de had. 
ice. The man did not fail eee 


| averſion to the — — 
this propoſal with joy, and that yery morning 
would have ſigned an agreement, that ſecured 
| to me an income of fifteen thouſand livres; but 
Dupuis oppoſed it, and told me with a very re- 
ſiolute tone, that he would not bear that I ſhould . 
A ann. chat it was the intention of 8 
54 | marquie, : : | 
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marquis, and: that the cauſe ſhould be carried 


on at all events, till he received orders, from ; 


him. I had nothing to do, but to ſubmit : this 


is an 3 conſpiracy, in which he had en 
gaged Monſ. and Madam de St. Amant, the 


preſident, and even my advocate. Behold me, 
then, obliged, like the counteſs de Racine, not 
to refrain from litigation, but from agreement. 


Happily, Lam of a flexible diſpoſition, or, per- 


- haps,” it is, in reality, indolence. However 
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; 1 and e town of Toulouſe: L muſt 
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| ſame property with the-ſcorching ſands of Egypt. 
It dries-the bodies in ſuch: a manner, that at the 
end of ſome months they may be taken out, 


and, after being expoſed to the air, may be kept 


ſeveral ages. The whole cavern is full of theſe 


dried bodies, and among the reſt I was defi red to | 
. obſerve that of the beautiful Paula. T his wo- 2 


man, whom the magiſtrates obliged to come out 


ſeveral times a week from the vaults, in order to 

' avoid the miſchiefs that had been occaſioned by 
ber longer ſecluſion, (for then, when ſhe came 

dodut, the crowd in the paſſage was ſo great, that 
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7 Fines of all, I was We to a cities 
of Cordeliers. The ſoil of this vault has the 
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eee — — of theſe bodies. 
A monk removed the hair chat concealed her 
85 face, and eee a ſkeletons o- Regs 
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3 enough. We had a ſhort ſcene 
- \bilfore che curtain way" drawn. up; that was not 


i wbom we were indebted for he little im- 
promptu that follows. A young advocate, Whoſe 


name was Palarin, had accompanied us to the 


cells of the Cordeliers, and ſeeing us to our 


bones, took a turn round the theatre. He was 
preſently accoſted by one of the actreſſes, who, 


in a voice loud enough. for us to hear, cried, 


E \ Cas I have been informed from ſeveral quarters, : 

that you take very preat liberties in ſpeaking of 

md, and that you boaſt of having been my lover. 
What a ſcandal, cried the advocate, and, imme- 


diately, he poufed out ſuch a volley « of Gaſcon- 


 Imprecations, fo very fingular and wing that 


Heraclitus himſelf muſt have laughed. After 
having laboured for a quarter of an hour to 


de bil gg ch charge, u dd gre | 
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. hs ayers; whey 3 


n we did not ſee the actor 
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iber cone of voice, gie, what: a upp, i 
Von, that 1 ſhould beaſt of being your: lover ! 4 / 
I eonfeſs it among my fins, but neyer book of - 
it among my favours; This turn occalioned = 
ſuch an exceſſiye laughter in the pit, that be 
poor actreſs went off in the utmoſt confuſian. 
and another was obliged to take her part far the 
night. Well, my dear, you muſt own, ange 
more, that, while I can tell vou ſuch tales - 
_ _. thiſe,. I am very much at gar ſor 3 client, For: 
Take upon you my acknowledgmentsr-For * 
the mouth from which they will proceed, will 
have more force than all. that I can 8 q 
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As the marguis ſhould ſee this i I duſt ©: 
not mention any thing hitherto with regard to. 
my dear Victoria. Your ſituation, in. that re- 
ſpect, is ſomewhat embarraſſing. Nothing can 

oblige you to lay open to her the character of 
the marquis — Beſides, you would in vain endea- 
| your to open her eyes: Victoria is ambitious z 
the rank and fortune of the marquis are enough 
to turn her head. What then would be the caſe 
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een aas to you, my dear friend, og 
had the marquis, been indifferent to meu tiſl 


N very day, I ſhould have loved him, after 

reading your letter, with. the moſt paſſionate 
fondneſs. He never once told me of the little 
ſervices he had done you, an and ĩt was witli diff 
culty he would hear of your thanks, or: my ac- 
knowledgements. His argument is, that you . 
owe him nothing, but that, on thi contrary,, 
he is indebted to you; as the pleaſure he finds 
in obliging you is the greateſt he ever enjoyed. 
Fe is certainly ſincere; for his is one of thoſe 
fine diſpoſitions that is formed to draw its hap- 
pineſs from every object around it. Could you 
believe it, madam, that, within theſe few days, 
I have wiſhed him one of thoſe faults I deteſt 
the moſt; that is, an attachment to money. 
The paſſion of the young marquis and Victoria 
is no longer a ſecret; the former publicly avows 
bis adoration for her, and the poor girl could 
no longer conceal from me the impoſſibility of 
reſiſting the violence of her attachment. My 
-huſband, who loves her as a daughter, beheld - 


2 
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this growing paſſion with pleaſure. Netlog 
| aonld be equal to.bis ande when Ie 
him to underſtand my diſapprobation of a ma- 
nage that would make tlie fortune of my friend. 
Ne but L did it 3 
5 You: have: — = ere 
hich you —ů ů ů — = 
_:: jodtians you — this weniags — 
n Vikoria ſome eſſential fault in her diſpofi- 
= Lion f. ie kan andre an mm toncbte or 


A underfidnd- you, then, continues. hos it Is: 
Four kyowledge- of my ſon's, faults. that makes: 
Pao concerned for Victoria. I muſt confeſs ſhe 
runs ſome riſque, nevertheleſs I think a little 
|. _ -patiencey/and-2 ;gq0d Yea! of conduct, may at 
length make her very happy. There, ſaid I. is 
the very object of my fears, Victoxia, with the 
Peſt diſpoſition, can neither have that patience, 
nor that conduct neceſſary to bear with the young 
Arregularities of the marquis, and to bring him 
| Der to virtue. Tam: afraid of ceqabaning the = 
xcſs of my friend, nor leſs. fo of having 
mipſel to reproach for that. of your: ſon... 'Dhe 
marquis agreed that my apprehenſions were not 
— without foundation. But he obſerved to wer 
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. * 1 * * . 5 
| OE an his We s.rry | 
dent; and that as it would be neceſſary to yiekt: © _ | 
u ĩt at laſt, he ſaw no other remedy than to put 
off the engagement as long as poſſible, ' I re- 
3 Agned myſelf to his reaſons, not daring to allege 
my own, though unanſwerable; and I haye- 
. now no reſource but in the friendſhip of Victoria. 
1 drew her into a particular converſation on the 


ſubject. I enlarged upon the miſeries of a mar- 
riage that was the reſult of a blind, and unin- 


_ formed-paſſion; painted to her the wretched | 
Aituation of that woman. who ſhould: Matter her- 
ſelf with the invariable affection of a huſdand., 
when his paſſion. was ſunk down. into a cold "x N 
ſpect, and even that poor ſubſtitute ſhould nut 
at all. times ſubſiſt. I ſhewed her the reaſon of 
my fears by inſtaneing almoſt every woman we 
ſiee.—But in vain—She agreed. to the whole: 
but the marquis was an exception—He has. 
{worn eternal love. She preſumes: too much, 
on the power of her on charms. to fear that her 
: captive ſhould break his chains; and her own: 
are alreadyſo.ftrong that I have no hopes of dif- 
ſolving chem Every thing, indeed, contributes 
to rivet them, as you juſtly obſerved in- your- | 
letter. All her paſſions have joined their forces 
to thatof * The ides of rank and diſtine- 
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me of the ee this dear ſriend. 


has tranſſ — 
realen. I muſt leave this therefore, to Pro- 


urther oppoſition, on my part, would 
and would in the end only deprive 


will, herewith, receive a letter from her, awd: I 
depend, much upon the reſpect ſhe has for you., 


5 f and on her opinion of your ee e re- 
| Apes i J have nen hopes. 
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. 1 had ae beben Hearietta, 
2 acquaint ine with her arrival i in the neigh- 
bourhood of Paris. We are preparing to re- 
ceive her, and the marquis is determined that, 
upon her arrival, ſhe ſhall take up her lodgings 
with us. This is ſtill a new inſtance of his at- 
tention... Indeed, it were impoſſible; for me to 
recount every circumſtance | of his kindneſs, 
While to prevent my. wiſhes is the whole ſtudy | 
of his life. I know not whether it is my anxiety 
for. Victoria which permits me not to enjoy the 
pleaſures £ ſo induſtriouſſy ſought for me—The 
walks, diverſions, aſſemblies, „plays, entertain- 
ments that laſt till day-break—form the Found 
- of my employments, I cannot ſay amuſement,— 
* for, this life diſſipates my heart and my bead: 
beſides that this ſacxifice of time is by no means 
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think, alone were ſufficient to give one a diſ- 
guſt to it; and were I not ſure of withdrawing 
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baue any; thing. —_— add che thouſand 
| happy circumſtances that furround me ? Aha too 
true, my dear friend] I feel your abſence with a 
_ fenkibility char diſkarbs wp für leaſures ; and 
could I but enjoy you here, I ſhould- have no- 


thing more to defire—Were I writing to a per- 


fon in whom L had leſs confidence, I ſhould ex- 
_ preſs myſelf with more moderation; but „ 
Dun cannot diſſemble. I am in raptures, in 
_ ecſtaſies with every thing ardund me! I have 
_ hitherto, certainly, been in a mere ſtate of vege- 
tation, and am now only beginning to live. It 
would be impoſſible for me ever more to detach 
| myſelf from the life I enjoy, and were I again 
to return to my former occupations, their inſi- 
- pidity would murder me. You may judge then. 
what my joy is by my fears—A happy marriage 
may fix me here—The marquis loves, or, to ſay 
| the truth, adores me—He has wit, figure, a 
Alorious titles and a great eſtate ; and moreover, 
be i is the ſon of a grotleman whom [I love mm 
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as much by duty, as I am already bound by in- 
clination. All theſe advantages conſidered, have 
I not reaſon to be tranſported? Vet a flight 
eloud has, nevertheleſs, obſcured theſe beautiful 
days; my friend does not ſeem to partake in my 
_ fatigfaQtiong and, in fact, ſhe is not pleaſed at 


her lefs, I ſhould be apt to ſuſpedt ... * but 


No l ſuſpect nothing. She was afraid of mar- 
xying my —— and F think 


| fiance ſhe married the elder marquis. ä 
upon it as an eſſential duty to adopt the alte of 
a man who has been 2 with pleaſure, in 
- the purſuit of which, it ſeems, he was not a 
| little induſtrious. To be ſure, one cannot 
blame her conduct: the - ought, no doubt, to 


conform herſelf to the inclinations of her huſ- . 


band: ber duty and her happineſs require it. 
But I am not in the fame circumſtances, and in- 
deed they would not ſuit me altogether fo well. 


Happily, nothing obliges me to give up mx 
taſte for ſuch pleaſures as are not diſnonourable; 


but my ſerious friend is afraid that this innocent 
inclination ſhould become dangerous, when 


n by the example of a huſband, who. 
* = thinks. 


" to en this alligncewitl bind üg Fs 


my marriage with her ſon-in-law. TfI knew 7 


x 1 


| a . Uron repenüng my letter, 4 t 1 


n r * * * 
"chinks only a. as it is natural to think Abos und- 
twenty. There, no doubt, lies the motive oy £ 
2 we, and c N 
1 dite, des partaking of her fears. 
is, ſurely, no crime, e of i inno- 
dent inclinations z/ and I am not obliged,” i: 
un to. ys bits maine Sagar: 8 
- les under zi — were 1 — ah. 
| creature at theſe years, I ſhould be afraid off 
plwGK⸗aying the fool at a period which meets with 
TS ee eee 


l bad 15 any> _ which | onake ck 
aſhamed, I ſhould be induſtrious to conceal them, 
or rather ſhould facnifice. them. to the dere of 
| piping: yer eſteem, . E: l aff hob 
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Aedyered in it a little peeviſhneſs againſt m my 
dear Lucy, and, upon examining my heart, 1 
5 found it Was really out of humour with her. 
ELLER But am I not. excuſable, madam ? Does it be- 
| dome her to put on the matron at twenty, or to 
dieſite that her friends ſhould ſubject their opi- 
nions to hers? 1 beg of you. to reprove her —1 4 
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_ 16 you muſt vive her nen for pleat * 
ſures; and, ſuch i 18 her defer ence for you, that 


upon the principle of obeying you, ſhe may 
ſoften 2 little the auſterity of her ſentiments, 
Lucy and I, methinks, ought to be caſt over 
again together, in order to produce a proper 
ompoſition. She is a little too fearful of Beh 
Ute 3, and, poſſibly, I may be a little too fond „ 
it. The reduction of theſe two extremes would 
form that juſt medium in which virtue is ſaid to 


conſiſt. I expect Henrietta with impatience — 


Lucy too wiſhes for her no- leſs than myſelf, 
and each hopes by her means to ſtrengthen her 
party. O that I could but gain you! That 
1. at once . _ ſcale i in oY W 18 
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2 4 © Lucy, and Ihe propheciod but tod well. 

es dn the brink of ruin; let us, at deuſt, en- 
 Jeavour to delay it, and if we-cannet ſtop her 
en the edge of the precipice, let us ſtill reſerve 
for ber a geſdurer in dur ip. I cannot 

 xeproach. myſelf for the little breach vf confi- 
gence in ſending you the letter The wrote to me; 
m for ber own good only that T'betray her, 
and it is abfchutely neceſſary that 'you ſhould 
know her intimately, to ſerve her effectually. I 
know you too well to apprehend that you ſhould 
. be hurt by any thing that concerns yourſelf in 
that letter: you have a mind above ſuch little 
reſentments, and you will make no other uſe 
of the intelligence I give you, than to proceed 
with more caution and management in your fu- 
ture advice. Poor friend! how do I pity her! 
© How different is that world which has ſtolen her 
heart, from what ſhe conceives it to be ! But 
youth throws a veil over her eyes; and the miſ- 
fortune is, that the errors and follies of that 
period are hardly ever corrected but by the . 5 


of Time. Ao uch, ; dp Wk re are ou 
 indlebted to Providetite, for ripening ſo carly 
che fruits of reaſon! You Will enjoy, without 
regtet, the moſt ſubſtantial pleafures of life, 
Which alene are to be found in the diſcharge of 
our duties. Even now you tafte the delights of 
* friendfhip in the moſt exquiſite degree; for you. 
have found a friend in a huſband. Believe me, 
my dear, that is, as you told me, the ne plus 
ultra of "happineſs. There are few circumſtances 
in which this Happineſs can be loſt, and yet 8 
there are ſome: Heaven ſeemed _ have had 
this feliciry, at leaſt, in reſerve for me — Rut, ä 
alas, my afection for the beſt of huſbands, and 
the returns of tenderneſs on his part, were to 
us à ſource of ſuch evils as are, of all others, 
the moſt dreadful to the ſenſible heart. Yet. 
happy are they who have only evils of this Kind 
0 encounter; 'thoſe T dread on Victoria's ac- 
count are of a different kind; and her heart will 
be torn by ottier diftfeffss. However, the die is 
. caſt; and we haye now nd remedy. Fler miſ- 
Fortunes, perhaps, may furniſh us with one, and 
Jadviſe you no longer to oppoſe that marriage 
Aich will bring them upon her. My accom- 
modation will be'compleated/in a few days— The 
generous care of the marquis has ſecured to me 
my little fortune, but I have eyils to bear, in 
. Wy 3 | | awhich 


[+ | . the governor of the univenſs lads: can 
eie me a remedy. So ſoon as 1 ſhall be at. 

- liberty, Tell ay ib my-Beloted:folitude ; yet I 
own to you, my dear marchioneſs, I ſhall not 


find it acer as it has hitherta appeated to 
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me; 5 I ſhall no longer ſee thoſe dear friends, | 
e tipped che place of all that I had, loſt. 


"The > pathful remembrance brings tears into my 


Lu heart, full and oppreſſed, would re- 
5 0 due e 


9 2 1 


| nal Pro ovidence; yet my ſoul ſubmits, 
even "Phils ature rebels. i Forgive. me, dear. 


Lucy 5 Tee this. letter will make vou a ſharer, 
in 27 gr fs;. ye et I cannot. | refuſe myſelf the. 


only confolation_ 1 have left, that of "complain-. 
ing to my friends. Do not f uppoſe, neyerthe- 
Teſs, "that I have. met | with any new diſaſter. 
The whole quiver of misfortune has, been. long 
| mary upon me; but there are times, when. 
my . rally their Teattered. forces, and, 
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cad! ul a troop, 
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me, therefore, put an end to my letter—T baye 
nothing but images of miſery. to to b. 
you; and Why ſhould 1 with yo you * 
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LETTER Iv. 


| BHERANGE 10 71 rl 


Ir I had leſs regard for you, my dear Vitoria, 


: I ſhould congratulate you on your pteſemt 
F it:is agreeable to you; but 1 


 Jhould be unworthy of your friendſhip, were I 


for you has ſo many charms—'The firſt : moment 


1 ſaw ou, you obtained. an intereſt in my heart, 


_ and that induced me to ſtudy attentively your 
character and diſpoſition.; I trembled, my dear 
3 and en n eme, — 


With qualities of ſuperior value. Vour heart 
e e 2 


hall hear, my friend I It is the violence of. your 


dons that terrifies me, While, unfortunately | 
— | 
Vor. I. WM neſs. 


as:T 8 W Le 5 
 Hant parts, -a poliſhed mind, and a ſprightly x, 
fancy, you are formed to pPleaſe that frivolous ä 
world, with which you are ſo much pleaſed + 
yourſelf. Nature has, «moreover, adorned you 


want? D eee founde#?'Y o 
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r 
neſs. While thoſe, aſſions were not ſollicited 
by their reſpectixe objects, they were kept 
2 due bounds. The ſimple manners of 
thoſe. with whom you conyerſed have preſerved _ 
"= the innocence of yours. 'You wanted nothing, 
| thecauſe:you knew but little, and were contente 
With thoſe few advantages of which you had any 
motion. Such was the condition in which your | 
little fortune had placed you; obſeure, indeed, 
but virtuous and innocent. An inereaſe of for- 
tune awakened your ambition, and with that all 
the reſt of your: _—_ 4 eee dn when T 
| Which van ene gaing, re fox Tk 
= Four ſituation juſtiſies my fears. What you 
Rave ſeen has taken abſalute poſſeſſion of your 
heart, and your deſires graſp at what you have 
not obtained. You: employ all che powers of 
Jour mind to juſtify the inclinations of your 
heart. Nou diſdain the innocent pleaſures that 
| our retirement afforded you; you are charmed 
5 with the idea of having it in your power ta for- 
fake them, for ever. Already the temperate con- 


3 duct of Lucy offends you, and you are inclined 

o turn it into ridicule. With ſuch a diſpoſi- 
tion, what will become of you? What, eſpe- 
cially, if you marry the marquis de Villeneuye? 
e is what — call . but that 
en | | quay | 


1 
* 
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_ quality wilt not be tient to make you happy. 
A girl of your turn has need of a guide in a 
anne and he is, by no means, proper for 
| ur Y Yau love him, by your Wk 
cen, therefore, all I could fay'ts you om thit 
plead une ineffectually gains the influence 
of a lover. I expect, then, your marriage, and | 
ats conſequences; you will regret (but it will 
be too late) your inattention to my advice. 
Heaven grant that I may only have to -gtieve 
for your misfortunes, and not for your fault 
Vet I have ſtill a ray of hope Great as the 
dangers are to which you will be expoſed, you 
may fil} eſcape them, by following the advice 
of your friend; that friend, who, by your mar- 
riage, will become your 'mother-in-law:! Be 
aAſſured, ſhe loves you with infinite tenderneſs; 
nnd believe that her affeQion' for vou was the 
motive of her paſt, as it will be pf her future 
conduct. Adieu, my dear Victoria! This let- 
ter is wet; and ſullied with my tears=Grant, 
Heaven, they 1 ne" laſt 1 e Wb 
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cheleſs. J aſſure you, that had I receivediy 
letter heſore our marriage, I ſhould ſcarce have 
: Had thehardineſs-toiventure upon it, at leaſt not 
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2 Va + war and r — ä 
friendſhip from which they Ariſe. I tenderiy 


dove · the marquis de Villeneuve; I ought not to 


diſſemble it, for now I am his wife. Never- 


ſo ſoon. I agree wich you as to the levity of 
my diſpoſition - Vet you muſt permit me toflat- 
ter myſelf on what is the ſubject of your fears 


My turn for pleaſure will never make me forget 
the, principles of my education, or thoſe meri- 


4orious-examples you ſet before me. I. dare not 


Ppromiſe you a virtue fo ſevere as that of Luc 


but is there no medium ? I-muſt;confeſs, I hre 


: not ſufficient fortitude to bid ian abſolute adieu 


re; but are all its fountains! poiſoned ? 


| How many do I here behold, who give them- 


ſelves. up to it without reſerve, whoſe reputation 


is unſullied, and who deſervedly enjoy the efteem 
of the public ! It is by their example, madam, 


A 3 As to the mar- 
chioneſs, 


— 


R N . * 1 8 * 
chionefs, my motbek in-law, ſhe ſhall be my - 
dear Lucy ſtill, at leaft.ſo long a4 ſhe ſhall have 
the goodneſs to let me conſider her in that cha- 
racter. It is to her I am indebted for, the mar- 
quis's conſent to our marriage, which at firſt he 
ſtemed to oppoſe... Ha told: my. lord; that 3 
ablige- the marchioneſs, who had; the the higlie 
friendſhip fort me, he had given up the thoughts 
ofa, mare wealthy match; which, be. had: pre: 
vaded; him. Thus you. {fe her kindneſe, and 
my. gratitude: willi draw the cords of fiendſhip 
and alliance more dloſu; and nothing an 

ſide ſhall even break them. I ſhall intreat her 
tom time ta timo ta give jau. an account af my 
conduct, and: that: canſideration cannot fail to 
woſtrain-thoſe paſians af whaſe violence you: are 
powerful - influence over me. Tha fean of your 
diſpleaſure, of fprieiting your eſteem, on friend- 
ip, will counteract the levity of 3 
* nan mee ee candugs.. 
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| AINLY. Py J flatter. myſelf cate: as 
*V enjoyment of your friendſhip, your con- 


Li lab 19:31 he 18 


Fu op and-efteem: /, No—madamt You can- 


not love me, becauſe you dare not truſt me with | 
your misfortunes, | Tou know the natufe f | 


_ friendſhip too well to be a ftranger to that 
avidity with which the friend ſhares in the 
ſp el thoſe ſhe loves. N hy then refi Þ 
the mournful priviledge ? But what m1 eee, 


eee vo do not think me 
I wiſhed, indeed, to owe your confidence to 


your eſteem ; but I am no longer to expe 


1:24; eee what I owed” only to your 
aſſion. Your letter has thrown me under 


it long. In ſhort, madam, I muſt take ſome 


- Rep either to give you conſolation, or relief, rr 


at leaſt to partake of your diſtreſs. If you re- 
fuſe this, you will ſee me immediately at your 


feet. No deference, no delicacy ſhall reſtrain 


me; I will abandon all, but will never abandon 


Fou till I have torn from you the ſecret that 
preys upon your ſoul. Truſt me, my dear 


friend ® 


"MC 


a L Ex 7 * Ex. "I 8 C0 
| fiend,” your burden will be leſs oppreſlive; if 
you repoſe it on my heart. How do I reproach 
myſelf for my paſt diſcretion ! How often, when 
I. obſerved. you ſuppreſs the riſing figh, and 
force back the tears to their ſource, how often 
have I been tempted: to beg that you would 
open your heart to me ! A falſe reſpectfulneſs 
ſtill prevented me. My youth, my inexperi- 
ence ſeemed to dictate that conduct, which, in 
my preſent circumſtances, is no longer neceſſarx. | 
I muſt inſiſt upon a diſeovery, as i it may, poſſi- | 
bly, enable me to ſerve you Truſt my. profenti- 
ments My heart tells me that, however great 
your misfortunes may appear, however deſperate - 
they may be in effect, they are not without a 
remedy. Providence may poſſibly have reſerved 
for me the happineſs and the glory of alleviating, | 
at leaſt," if not of removing them. Indulge 
me with that en for my ſoul "_ 
| n it. 0 | 


tb JF 

> AN ſo affected with your 5 that L | 
had. almoſt forgot our friends. My huſband,” 
convinced, as I told you, that it would be vain 
to oppoſe the | inclination of his ſon, and a 
ſtranger to thoſe powerful reaſons. on which my 
objections were founded, conſented with a good” 
h ee ba outs nog ee "ts WARY, 
E4 - ll 
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I bageles enough, che public, who diſan pn 
the mateh on account of the inequality of 
fortune, do me the honour to conſider mer 
as the ſole author of it. 1 exereiſe, they ſay,. 
an unlimited ſway: over the marquis, who? | 
only ſees with my eyes; and it was to my 
dieſire of making my friend's fortune, chat 

he facrificed- thoſe. great alliances and advan- 
tages that his ſon had a right to expect. Vou - 
ſuppoſe, perhaps, that this ſon- juſtified. me 
again . go ener 

a thought, you muſt have but little knowledge 
of his ch ter 8 
bimſelf for the fortune I deprived. him of. He 


ths wiſe iges but. adds: that. tte Qiould: never 
— inclined 3 et he n 


found means of ruining bim in | his favous, had. | 
he refuſed the wife that ſhe had choſen for him. - 
Happily, theſe. declarations: have not reached 
m huſband's ear; could he ſuſpect the black- 
nels: of his ſon's character, it would breaks his 
heat. He is a monſten — but this: monſter is 
allied by the molt ſacred conneftions. to every 
Tov © . dear to met 3 4 


5 * buch 


p —_— 
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ck a huſband > The 5 git think Wert 
bell at the ben Guin OO; e | on, 
: yer why 


| Souls Licirt Thi marie, alcwiiag ts oi 
hort conceptions, ſo. "dangeraus, "2" Wt 5 
Areaded evils that muſt be it's con 
may, poſſibly, be — —— 
ing her ſaſety. There are precipices im the 
| Way, but we muft endeavaur ta make her avgid 
them. The now — Victoria witl, in 4 
| Tirtle time, beoame indifferent 'w her bun 

B at moſt; to enjoy 
the illufive ſcene, the phantom of happineſs, 
which ſhe believes ta be fixed. She is not of a 
_ diſpoſition to bear with patience any diminution 
of tenderneſs in the marquis; her complainte, 
her reproaches, her violence will drive him 


from indifference to diſguſt; poſſibly to hatred - 


That, J apprehend, is the time, when we may 
be of uſe to her. + While the intoxication” of 
her good fortune laſts, our counſels would be 
vain, She bas a find of natural good 


ſenſe 
which will ſupport her fr a while, and; as 1 


muſt leave her to herſelf, I ſhall take this 
opportunity of making a neceſſary journey to 
the marquis's eftates; I ſhall be abfent only | 
wo. months; in which ſhort ſpace, 1 hope, 
8 at preſent OO by the Havelty 'of 
Es | her 


. 


W + 1 5 2 * * 
her life, will not take any dangerous reſolu n 


—— ſort of man, but 
igion—Not that he is im- 


| | nite: betfboces he ſays, as much as he | 
can believe of what he knows little, or nothing; : 


and. what, indeed, he takes but little pains to 
be acquainted with. As to the reſt, he lives 
upon very good terms with his wife, who has 


no reaſon to apprehend A change of conduct. 
He never had what is called love for her. It is 
the cuſtom to marry at a certain age—if it be 
+ no. other purpoſe than that of having 
children; and if àa woman is good - natured, the 
man muſt be a monſter, who would uſe her Ill. 
They live together without being troubleſome 


10 each othlet, and without affection enough F4 
give either 2 


Hot: in ds (ame bann, but ſuck is e 


ſentinients, while: ſhe has not the courage to 


— {qomplann. * "She has owned to me that it coſts her | 
leſs to bear with her huſband, ſuch as the id, 
than it might do, if ſhe endeavoured to inſpire 
9 with more tender ſentiments, which, 


by a een n en. 


* _ 


Henrietta has been with us for this bort- 


.— Thus Henrietta's huſband. 
_ -expreſſes*hitnſelf on the ſubject ol marriage ; 

A 
*. — — reeable to theſe 
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The truth is, madam, that our neu-me rrin 
couple behave as if they had been | 
years under the yoke,” and they meet and part 
without pleaſure or concern. I muſt on to 
you that ſuch an union would be inſipid to me 3 
yet I would not venture to defend my ſenti- 
ments in that reſpect; for, ſuch, poſlibly,. are 
the happieſt marriages. Delicacy and ſenſibility 
of affection, I find, are the ſources of the 
keeneſt pain. Nothing, one would imagine, 
could be wanting to my happineſs; yet I ſuſſer 
from a kind of diſquiet which every day muſt 
increaſe. | I am barely twenty and my huſband | 
is approaching to fifty—In the ordinary Courſe 
of nature, therefore, I muſt ſurvive him; and 
of this the very idea is ſo painful that it em- 


* 


bitters all the happineſs of my life. — The 


marquis has twice ſurprized me looking mourn- 
fully upon him, and was ſhocked to ſee thoſe 
tears which this reflection drew from me. — It 
was neceſſary to diſcover the cauſe — and he 
aſſured me that the reflection which” made me 
miſerable, was to him the greateſt ſatisfaction. 
T ſhall not, ſaid he, have the miſery to mourn 
for my dear Lucy — She will cloſe my eyes, 
and receive my laft breath. 1 ſhall fil live 
in ber heart, and thus I ſhall ſurvive: even my 
death, ——Excule me, my. dear friend! 1 can 
| 217 | | = 4 add 
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perfect happineſs 
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My tears flow. ſo faſt 


m 


1 
4 


* 


88 


33 * 


* a 
8 


- 


* 


- De you, my dear friend; I had. the moſt. 
powerful motives. for my ſilence, at tho ſame 


greateſt neceſſity of opening my; heart to you. 
I had not only misfortunes. to truſt. to your 


friendſhip, but faults, or at leaſt indiſcretions, 
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time chat I had the greateſt deſire and even the 


Your extreme youth, and, as you properly term 
it, your inexperience have obliged me to con- 
ceal. from you the latter. That motive now no 


longer ſubſiſts: your underſtanding is mature 
before the time, and I cannot but admire the 


improvement of your reafon ina ſcene where 


ethers uſually loſe it, that is-in the great world, 


Im determined, therefore, to trouble you with 
an account of my ſufferings, but I muſt beg a 
moment's indulgenee — My mind is not ſuſſi- 


of misfortunes which commences with my life. 
Alb I can promiſe you is to write the principal 
circumſtances, as they ſhalk preſent themſelves 
to my memory im a calmer hour. — But befare 
SIadiak of-this n, it is neceſſary I ſhould 


eiently at eaſe fo trace back regularly that ſeries 
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„ what you have faid of our an * 
think with you, my dear, that Victoria, ſhould 
for a while at firſt, be left to. herſelf. The 
tempeſt with which ſhe is now driven along is 
too rapid to be ftopped—Your j journey there- 
fore; if it be ſhort, may be of no prejudice to 
ber. I am of your opinion too, that the ſuc- 
py of new and different objects, which, at 
preſent, engages her attention, will prevent any 
fixed attachments. All now is enjoyment, poſ- 
ſeſſion, and anticipation, The multitude of 
objects that might ſeduce her, will keep her in 
faſpence. Nevertheleſs, this illuſion, this uricer- | 
- tainty cannot laſt long When it ſhall be over; 
Victoria will examine, diſtinctly, the crowd of 
pleaſures, to conſider which: ſhall-have the pre- 
ference, {Fhat will be the critical moment, 
and it is then that ſhe will have need of ſuch a 
guide as you, to ſave her from making a wrong 
choice. What places the danger at a ſtill 
greater diſtance, is, that her heart is actually 
taken up with a paſſion that leaves in it no void. 
She loves her huſband, and ſo long as that af- 
Section ſhall continue intereſting enough to 
eonſtitute her happineſs, ſhe will, give hepſelf 
up to it. Nothing in nature is more uncertain 
| by 228 ſuch 1 as _— vet bail venture- 
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Nag, cin, deſpair will then 090 their fue 
ceffive influences, and that will de the time 


moſt favourable. for reflection. The remedies 


which reaſon and religion afford in ſuch: cir 
cumſtances, muſt be placed before her, and he 
| muſt not then be abandoned for a moment. In 
that caſe ſhe would find comforters who would 
prevail over us, and whoſe remedies would be 
preferred, becauſe conveyed i in a more gg 
and ICY > more r ng Mons i 
TRL EST: 5 55 
Tui Hhtwition of Heurietts, which at firſt 
fight appears leſs dangerous, is nevertheleſs, not 
without great danger. It is certain that ſhe has 


neither eſteem nor affection for her huſband. 


The latter may be diſpenſed” with in marriage, 
but nothing can compenſate for the want of the 
former. The ſoftneſs, or rather the indolence 
of our friend's diſpoſition” will prevent her from 
ſeeking any means of eſcape from a life of 
languor and inſipidity. A thouſand years would 
not force her to change her ſituation; but thete 
may be others who will think for her. She is <8 
amiable; ſhe has the power of pleaſing, and 
may inſpire others with the deſire of lang 
her; nor would they be unſucceſsful, if their 
attacks were levelledat the weakeſt part—Hen- 
| | | rietta 
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3 expoſe us to painful canflis, which.aftew.end in | 
| glorious triumphs. On the contrary, one knous 
not what to do with a fecble ſpixit: 
755 you involuntarily; and you can anſwer for it in 

nothing, unleſs religion comes in to it's aid, for 


that diſturb your 3 with $4 ſurprize 


5 with ihe hope of finding this world the place of 


: A 
1 


e the will — 2 i- 


4 ade, if attacked wich -affiduity.; and we ſhall 5 
not Bad in her diſpoſition. the ceſaurces which 


that of Victoria affards us. Great. courage is 
inſeparable from ſtrong paſlians.. The latter 


it eſcapes 


that alone can render it conſiſtent. Try then, 


my dear marchioneſs, to awaken this pri 


1 it is the only thing hat 


which aſtoniſnes me. Could you flatter yourſelf 


your repaſe ? Awake from your error | the 


SP 2 of mortals is be that has the feweſt 


miſerics—at leaſt in humas conſideration ; re © 
gien, indeed, where it is truly prevalent, | 


e baue power. to. difipate, every cloud; I 
= that which tells you, the ſeparation. you 
E 


e eee 
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| portion-as we detach ourſelves from this world, i 
and the. beings, that are in it. The firſt / ſacriſice 
is. nothing to; a _reaſonable- perſon that knows the 
World, is weary. of it,, deſpiſes it, and WhO 
would even require ſuperior fortitude n | 
it up. Such is your caſe, my dear! but; you, 
are ſtill far from being detached from the beings 
of this world — we ought to love chem, it is 
true 3 and nothing is more eaſy. ;, but. that love 
ought to be limited, to have its proger. bounds, 
and nothing is more hard. I have la 3 
that ſubject theſe many years, but I find, by my 
diſquietude that I have laboured in vain, 1 
never loved but where I had a right to love, yet 
the exceſs of my affe ction was a crime, a proof 
of which was my repining at Providence, -the 
moment that my idol was ſnatched from me. 


| Yov conclude that I am a widow, my dear 
Lucy, and poſſibly, indeed, I may be ſo; for 

I have not even heard of my huſband, theſe ' 
| fourteen years. At the moment he was torn 
from me I loſt an only daughter, whoſe fate is 
as much unknown. to me as that of her father. | 
You, who know my heart, think what I have 
ſuffered ; think what I ſtill ſuffer, when theſe 
dreadful. misfortunes occur to me. One days 
my. . end. 1 will give you a detail of them. 
At 
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and wh ich 1 found "only: by accident, 
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1 "this „ Kebent Webied are 
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might give me ſome light into che fate of my 
child — 


But I dare not in- 
dulge fuch flattering ideas: were I. capable of 
entertaining the leaſt ray of hope, could it 
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— madat Lesbe of chal s- K 


LJons you allege for deferring the narrative of 
your misfortunes 3 yet J cannot be ſo reaſonable 

myſelf as to allow the delay you require. For 
Heaven's ſake, my dear madam, do not refuſes 

this ſacrifice to my friendſhip, ' The perſons 
vou lament, if they gare ſtill living, cannot 
. eſcape our ſearch. What a bleſſing, if my dear 
lord, ſhould, under Providence, be the means 


of your 1 relief } I encourage that hope, which is 1 


the .only thing that can ſupport me under the 


| pence, care, -enquiry—Depend upon it that no- 
thing ſhall be ſpared, and that the marquis will 
employ his whole fortune, credit and intereſt to 
get ſome light into the ſubject, ſo ſoon as ou 


ſhall enable us to judge what meaſures are moſt __ 


proper to be taken to render our enquiries ſuc- 
ceſsful; he charges me with his aſſurances, and $44 
you * en on his n r eee 


WiIrkIn chere . 1 ſet wende on my 


been and have had credit enough with Hen- 
 riett 


your ſufferings have occaſioned.” Ex- 1 


b TH 235 
rietta ta engage het on my party; notwithſta; 
 ingi.the-efforts. of | Victoria to retain her. She 
would have been glad enough to countenance 
her, dif ions by drawing in our poor friend. 
She 2 me with the robbery T have 


— have 8 "I 


could nod e more ofectually. filence 
mo: the word cauntry gives me the vapours, and 
I moſt. ſincerely pity you for the melancholy, | 
time you muſt paſs. Poor girl! how: mils 
taken 1 conſider the neceſſity L am under af 
auitting: the court and Paris as a real Nece ß 

pod fortune. I ſhall. breathe, methinks, mors 


ſoene aß tumult ; vet L am. ſenſible. þ muſt gg 
the a around: of viſits-andentertainments in- the, 
tene dbe ann ivcinovicable. but. l hab make 
myſolß ample amends for the troubl ; eſtate 
to-which, we! are going is ona of thaifiogſh tha, 
marquis has, and: includes two and want, pa- 
riſnes. Victoria calls it 2 little empire, and., 
| when her taſts or pleaſure in uern out ſhe; owas | 
ſhe > may not be inſe . | 
about to receive. Alas madam, thoughts of 
ee py e pA: pal | 


Anon _ 


- frenly-in{proportion, as I am removed; from. this 


cams, eee unait Wu af - 


His 1 Far from us be Wise 
| Pleafure ! TV be lord of a pariſh, in the eyes 'of 
tee Supreme Providence, is to be the father 6f 
3 the people, their protection and ſupport. What 
duties do Tuperior titles bring along with them! 
how noble]! how facred !-=how neglected ! 
Tue marquis owns that he has 'conſiderable un- 
eaſineſs on this account; and that he may have 
to reproach himſelf with Ats of arzuftice that 

have been committed in his name; He knows 

chat thoſe whom he has truſted with the moſt 

important employments, bailiffs, rectors, ſtew- 

. ards, have all been appointed through "favour 

and intereſt. He trembles when he thinks of 

che terrible conſequenoes his negligence in this 

-refpet may Have produced; and is reſolved to 
repair the paſt not only by greater vigilance, but 
dy a reſtitution 6f thoſe damages he may have 
occaſioned, while he had it in his power to pre- 
vent them. How do'Hove him for this reckitude 
f heart? With what pleaſure Ihalf 1 affift him 
in'diſcorering * failings! This, 
without 


uxury, which to me ans. 
dus While our eyes meet every where 
: objects of miſery, ſhall our hearts refuſe to 
pr them out of that large. ſuperfluity which 
as given us only for that purpoſe f: Ah my 
| den friend 1 bow mule nn 


kind). What e ſhould. Inge eee .the 
— * benevolent Providence for having opened to me 
5 a ſource of the pureſt pleaſures, the ornament f 
Chriſtianity and of humanity, too] Why is it 
At theſe ſhould be — Victoria? *. 
once taſte the dw of — atharg das, 
-- os. would ſoon be diſguſted with thoſe ſhe now 
Purſues with ſo-much ardour. I am under the 
enthuſiaſm. of. anew paſſion, - my dear rand! 
within theſe eight days I have expetienc 
inſtance of this felicity, and 1 am determined 
not to be a niggard. of that happineſs I have in 
NN Per -&: cannot reſiſt the temptation to 
i 1 with the grabs an. 
LE 2575. n 
= 3 . da 10 als _ pilates 
affair to recommend to the miniſter; and, asche 
bad neun me e ſome favour, and this was a hu- 


ſineſs 


Ps” . : 
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. n huſband had much at heart he 
Soi me to rien Tbe miniſter 
in an mee. ee an. were — others. 
Among. theſe I obſerved a man tolerably dreſſed, 
| with the ſineſt countenance in the world. He 
ſtood by a table, and was turning over 2 flute 
That had been left there by accident, ſhould 1 
ay? no: it was, by che determined order of 
Providence, forgotten. Vou know my fondneſs 
for this inſtrument—I roſe from my ſeat, and 


going up to the man, It is very plain, ſir, ſaid 
J, that you can phy upon the flute, for you ex- 


amine it, methinks, like a connoiſſeur- 1 play 


upon ĩt a little, madam, ſaid he, addreſſing him- 
ſelf very politely, but I muſt own to you I Was 
Jooking at it without ſeeing it. Undoubtedly; 
ſir, your thoughts were engaged, and I did not 


well to interrupt them: but, without this inti- 


mation, I ſhould have carried my impertinence 
farther, and ſhould have taken the liberty to 
have aſked you to play a little,-phile we are in 
Waiting for audience Play, madam, at ſuch a 
Time as this l replied the man; and at the ſame 
time his eyes were filled with tears, which he 
: endeavoured to reſtrain. - O Heaven faid I with 
ſome emotion, what an imprudent requeſt have 


"Hino Pray, fir, excuſe me: you have ſome 
SHA 1 l terrible 


, at we pet F 


| ik TP this 1 Jar , for every thing 
Chit ——.— A e- 


1 0 - Fa 2 "Is * 
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Vered with a "Fudkden bluld, he el; „ Great 
God! whoſe providence humbles itſelf to ſup- 
port the ſmalleſt birds of the air, is there à re- 

Furce which thy Hiberal hand has in ſtore for 

me?” Then, appearing in confuſion upon this 

extlamation, he looked fearfully around him, to 
obſerve whether he had been heard. Fortunately 
the people at the other end of the room were at 

Thar time talking briſkly, and 1 immediately 

Aid to him, Tou have nothing to fear, fir, we 

are alone Poffibly your misfortunes may be of 

Tuch a nature as it may be in che power of a hu- 

mane friend to relieve. At that moment I had 

à call from the miniſter, and had only time to 

Yay to this man, ir, 'Fleave my gold inuffaboæ 

on this table; 1 entruſt ĩt to your cate,” and ex- 

$8 you wilt return it in ſome minutes. 1 

ob this —_ to preven 


ſaid to the miniſter, ſo much were my tho a] 
taken up with this unfortunate object; but gs 3 
| ſoon as I had obtained my requeſt and returned, | 
I told him that if the affairs that brought bim 
there were capable of redreſs, he might accom- 
pany me home, and depend on every th ing that 
1 was in my power, if I could contribute to his 
relief. He only anſwered me with a profound 
reverence, and ſtepped into my coach, without 5 
having the courage to look at me. When we 
arrived, I deſired him to follow me into my 
cloſet; where we had ſcarcely been a moment, 


* all keg ir de 5 5 


; before I ſaw him ſtagger, and fall down inſen- OE. 


_ Aible,at my feet. I rung, and by the help of 
the marquis and my woman, with ſome difli- 

| culty, brought him to himſelf. The marquis 
felt his pulſe, and perceiving it to be extremely 
feeble, though he was then very ſenſible, he or- 
dered my woman to call the ſurgeon, of tie 
Houſehold. The ſtranger ſuffered her to £93 
but ſcarce had the opened the door, before be 
Aid to me, It is not ; medicines that 1 want, _” 
madam, but food, which I have not taſted theſe 

ys. I cried out in aſtoniſhment, arid 
2 cabinet. af liquors, I took out a jelly 
re dave. it to. 


— 


_— 2 
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che usbeppy mn The marquls was no- der 


affected chan myſelf 3:and could not comprehend 
| how! a man of his figure ſhould be reduced te 


Lick extreinity, auch les how-he ſhould wee 
faid L to the man, yon ſhall not go till you have 


Lined, and in the mean time you wilh have an 
opportunity to tell me of thoſe misfortunes, 


to expreſs; his gratitude, we ſhall have time 
gh for acknowledgments; it is neceſſary 


leaſt of his misfortunes was that in which Thad 
relieved him. That three days ago he had fold 
bis laſt ſhirt to procure bread for his wife; h 
had three ſmall children, and was big with a 


fourth, and that he had fortitude enough to re- 
© frain From eating himſelf, that their only loaf f 
micht laſt the longer. I underſtood that he had 

| ſt a genteel fortune by unavoidablemiſchbrices 

| — That he had conſiderable ſums owing him, 


and that he waited 0n:the-miniftery: to begz as 
for an alms, the ſmalleſt part of a dlarge debt. 
Bf le da. bine this, the! nidcquis-Hooked 


9 | . | —_—— 


\ 


which are now certainly near an end. Do not | . | 
talk of that, continued I, ſeeing he was about 


vou ſhould rectify yourlelf, At the ſame time | 
called ſor chocolate, and having takena diſh _ 
myſelf, I preſented: another to my new gueſt, 


1 
1 


ſom $i} You havez| fits: replied the mam 5 

bave.had the honour to fee you at my houſe} 
and l furniſhed the glaſſes that are in this cloſes; 
Lam à merchant - jeweller, and have owinge me 
at this moment more than ſixty thouſand livres, 
by noblemen, whoſe domeſtics riot in ſuperflui- 
ties, While I and my family are periſhing for 
want: of mere neceſſaries. What a tale of hots 
rour 1 I would have detained the unfortunate 
man longer, but was unable His miſerable fa 
mily -waited his return with the impatience of 
people that had not broke their faſt at mid-day 
He went ay, after I had forced him to take 
A little wine, a biſcuit, and a ſmall purſe, and 
not daring to truſt him alone on account of his 
weakneſs, I ſent him home in my coach. Scarte 
nad I dined, when the marquis was deſireus to 
go with me to theſe unfortunate: people But, 
my God l ho was my heart torn at tlie fight 
of them ¶ Figure to yourſelf," madam, the fiueſt 
Obildren in the worid almoſt abſolutely naked, 
ina garret which received no light but through * 
A logvers; and an amiable and well-bred woman, 
reduce to lĩe upon ſtraw — Fheſe poor crea- 


vieviet 2 


— 
— 
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n de marquis eaſt an 
r:his:accounts, and was ſurpriſed to ſind 
there: the name of his ſon for three thouſand 
 divres. + O! as to this debt, ſaid he to the mer- 
1 eee ee. 
went immediat —— — 
of his antiche, make him ſpeak with a little 
too much warmth; for the young marquis, he 
2 me, had much ado to wee ns 1 
— ted pant 0g the * which 'Y 
he ſent to the merchant, and deſired that he 
would lay out the n 

| Hedging for his family; pi mii vide for 
them at his return. — — 4 
— — * - 
* 4 Ws e — — 
_ ef his affairs, that one of the principal cauſes 
rf bis ruin had been the credit he had given to 
3 - + quality A merehant inuſt be pitie- 
r 
N — 


* 
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rer * 
exchange; on a ſum of money promiſe@ him 5 
men of ſorrane. © Tis woney falog, 
recourſe. to i thoſe: Fl 8 
tally ſunk him at laſt... 8 the a 
_ ſan who, ſtands indebted to him thinks himſelf 
perfectly acquitted iſ at any time he pays,'though, 
in ſact he remains chargeable with a reſtitution. 
— — according to 
my own. little notion of things, but I believe lt 
is juſt. Is he not, in reality, anſwerable for 
the ruin of his creditor? and ought he not, in 
h . conſcience, to repair the misfortunes he has o- 
caſioned ? This thought made ſuch an impreſſion 
on me, that, on my return home, I ſent imme- 
diliately for all thoſe to whom we were indebted ; 
I have filed their accounts, and will not part 
with them till 1 have paid them with my oon 
hand. The marquis laughs, and tells me that w_ 
he ſhall diſmiſs his ſteward, as I have taken 
I upon me his buſineſs— And J anſwer. him very 
| ſeriouſly, that I am ready to receive his com- 
miſſion for. that employment. I have-diſcovered 
233 ut let me not judge 2 I ſhall 
— A return. 2 
* 8 0 * | oy 
©? £1 //TOLD > Vitoria ohh - bad Ma and 
the ſtory drew tears both = her and Hen- 
f ! Vas 10 „ freely gave me two louis 
. eIonatdox: N 3 de ors, 
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O on, my dear eee vou are, in 
\IF the way I wiſhed you, and in which I 
ſhould. have endeavoured to conduct you, had 1 
not thought proper to leave it to PROVIDENCE, | 
His kindneſs, . his goodneſs you have experi- 
enced, and I am convinced you will not be un- 
faithful. Vour ſentiments on juſtice would ap- 
pear extravagant to the greateſt part of men, yet 
that would not be your fault, but their ignorance 
of the duties of Chriſtianity and humanity. It 
is difficult to comprehend what our divine maſter 
fays of the little number of the elect Alas l my 
dear, were one to look into the lives of the 
great, one would be tempted to think that it 
was not from amongſt them this little number 
| ſhould be ſelected. Could thoſe pleaſures to 
which they give themſelves up, be ſuppoſed to 
be without danger, yet the enormous expences 
with which they are attended, muſt render them 
criminal. I allude not to the precept of charity, 
| which thoſe expences cannot ſuffer them, in the 
remoteſt degree, to fulfill—T ſpeak of juſtice. 
Your men of honour, as 1 90 are called, would 


— 


Lame villains, who at the. great deciſion of all 


+ * * * * * * 9 
think themſelves obliged to run any man, "SY 
the body, Who ſhould treat them as knaves. 


| Wh bo would believe, to fee their delicacy i in this 3» 4 | 


Eos reſpect, -that they were not rigid obſervers o 


that precept | of the decalogue, Thou Halt not tahs 
1B neighbour”, $ goods. Vet theſe people, ſo ex- 
af perated at the name of Knavery, Ke not WER 
of the reality. They even glory in it: nothing, 
it ſeems, is more characteriſtic of a man of the - 


firſt quality, than a multitude o debts. The 


| things, will rank with highwaymen, now ſtun 
-us with the words HoxouR and PRoBITY, 
| though they are utter ſtrangers to both, Let us 
not deceive ourſelves, my dear marchioneſs! we = 
carry our ideas of the appendages of rank too = 
far; and when our fortune is more limited than mw 
our deſires, it is at the expence of the poor Th 
| tradeſman we ſupport our magnificence—How 13. 
baſe and degrading ! This is not what I have to / 
fear on your account, my dear friend ! Poſſibly v0 
"I may have occaſion to give you leſſons of cm; 
nomy in regard to your generolity, When once 
one has. taſted the pleaſure of making people 


happy, it becomes inſatiable. One muſt do 


Violence to one's inclination in this reſpect, in * © 
conſideration of what may be due, i in juſtice, =. 5 
auc . The pref vt tells me, you N 


a 


| 4 


n e —And as 
chargs:msy not be the laſt, you Howl | — -t] | 
circumſtance in the ſeale of CORO: 2) ou 
ſee'] already canſider youj in che capacity of the. 
raagguic's a; 'The perſon who 1 now holds 
>mplc tI would have you look upon as 
anbanoft man ;. notwithſtanding this is a fat: 
Rr income of theſe people, and may 
calculate within 2 chpuſand livres, what they 


can he worth: upon quitting their ſervices. If 


they go out with a fortune, an hundred times 
larger than they aught to have; then it is clear , 

that they have robbed their maſters. I xn it 
muſt be very troublefome for a Woman at your; | 

age, to take upon herſelf the charge of ſuch, 
large details— At the ſame time it is unuſual x 
but that cixcumſtance ought, by no means, eg 
prevent you. To encourage yourſelf in your 
induſtry," you may conſider that it is for ,your, 
good friends the por you are working, ox ra- 


are ſerving the author of your religion, and ſo; 
Fulſilling all righteouſneſs. Have your under- 
ſſewards, but inſpect their accounts, and leave 


vigilance, | This will coſt you little, my dear 
marchioneſs, wich ſuch reflections to encourage; 


5 5 1 ee are naturally liberal Religion and 


grace 
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tify them, even while they remain. Another: 


% 1 * 


vert avon) — for ſtanee iim the 
V of utting'vp/her heart agulnſt choſe emo 

of n which the appearance of 
miſery could not fail to excite; and to avoid the 
fic would eceaſtön, ſhe 

will avoid, as much as pöffble, che fight of 


every pitiable object. When the love of plea . 


ſure becomes predominant, it extinguiſies all 
other feelings, and renders it impoſſible to gra- 


principle of juſtiee I would have you faithfully- 


obſerve, is to purchaſe nothing upon credit. 


Wen you do not take the money out of your 


Pocket, you are apt to neglect the exp 


exceed what vou ought" to lay n-te Wine 


dear purchaſes—to be \badlly ſerved=t6, be put 
to inconvenjer dies by paying large ſums or 't6, 
ruin the merchant or the | tradeſinan, by noe 
paying at all. en NS 
27> > = I LOS Abe Lo n ii me 


3 "FT Hap almoſt 4 yiclded'4o the lp 


fore I return 5 


r fome months with you be 
V tetirement; opp eonnectic 


. - 'L | LE aT 5 . E R= 8.5 3 10 


wi me des cnn bo in che duefion . Te - 
mae Men ts 6 have down,: 
ta; Turin, where ſhe is at the houſe of Mr. Ade 

Sainville, her grandfather. ou. ſhall, hear, the, 
— — this diſcoveryr n 
HN Nom . a te Of aten bun Jim 
Iro p you in my laſt letter, that my grief 
had been renewed. by the ſight of a ring. That. 
ring had been given by my huſband to my daughy, 
ter's,narſe,.and was engraved with the initials} - 
of. our names. I found it in the hands of the; 
 goldſmith, who had my jewels, and, by biss 
advice, I advertiſed a, gratuity of a bund 
crowns to the perſon who had left it in pawz,, 
The next day a man, poorly. dreſſed, came to 
me, and, ſaid that his wife, Who was ſick, had 
pawned it for her relief; but that ſhe was un- 
willing to ſell it, from her great regard for the 
perſons Who gave it her. Ah! my dear mar- 
chioneſs | What did I feel at that moment: I 
roſe with a precipitation that frighted he poor 
man, and with folded hands and weeping eyes, 
| Lconjured, him to lead me to his wife. In yain 
Dypure.would: have me wait for a carriage; 1 
h - H8:AlrepOy in the-ſtreet, and if the neceſſity, of 
directed to find 2, houſe which. 1, knew 


not Rare to, 61 the man's s pace, I 
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Would, certaigly, have run with * 
farce. Fourteen years of abſence had not made 
ſuch an alteration in either of us, as to prevent 


dur knowing each other. At the ſight of me,; 


the poor woman cried out in "tranſport, and 
knew not with what words to expreſs her plea- 
ſure. What joy, cried ſhe, for my dear Ax- 
NE * But, ne _—_— hehe this 


8 embrace ana parems Theſe words f 


forced a figh from me An emotion of grief oc- 


- eaſionedt by my ignorance of my huſband's fate, 


ſuſpended, for ſome moments, the happineſs of 
knowing that my daughter was ſtill in being, 
And that I might flatter myſelf with the hope of 
Son beholding her. The nurſe had receive& 8 
a letter from her about four months ago, wherein 
me tells her, that ſhe had the ſame place in the- 
heart of the marquis de Sainville whieh his un- 
happy Jon had poſſeſſed. Thougb I was not im 


d ſituation to attend to the ſtyle of this letter, it 


was ſo much ſuperior to what I had reaſon to- 


expect» from” a girl, who, I preſumed, had no 


education, that I could not forbear expreſſing my 
ſurpriſe to the nurſe. Annette, ſaid ſhe, has. 
had an education for a queen; and I am proud. 
wo fay that there is not a more accompliſhed” 


weng lady eder i bel, os mind, I defured 
ws _ 052008 


. — — AE 


the account the gave OF tot Py TY 


9 — ——— her eigh- 
_ teenth year, and, as I am told, quite the woman 
You are ſenſible, my dear, that it is impoſſible for: 
me, after this intelligence, to remain at cafe in 


Toulouſe. Nevertheleſs, I find, with forrow 


that I ſhall not be able to leave it before I fee: 
ing to a criſis, and the preſident intreats me, in 


your name, to ſtay, at leaſt, a fortnighht. This 


delay is inſupportable. Shall I, for hat L 


eſteem ſo. little, and, what is, in effect, of ſo. 


little value, defer the enjoyment of real happi- 


neſs? I had thoughts of writing to Purin, and E; 
yet 1 know not how I may ſand in the opinion 
of the marquis: who. knows: whether he may 


not think me anſwerable for the loſs of his ſon, 
and, for my puniſhment, refuſe to give me up 
my daughter? It muſt be better to go than to 
write At leaſt I ſhall either mollify him, os 


die at his feet. Vou ſee my extreme agitation; 
I bluſh, my dear Luey, to find that Lam ſtill 
b little miſtreſs of myſelf. Alas our miſerable 


Dearts are — Mine, like that 


$4: | a; 
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ofs our poor — $a 
dulge itſelf in the pre- 
2 ere +All the difference is, 
do mn any of my:ardour-ought>to! be dear = 
to me- tamen Tetichis is impatient nnen — ER” 
wad tents reſerves: . f 
bility is not the leſs. criminal. Is it for the 
beings of this world that God has given me this 
ſuſceptible heart? Undoubtedly J ought too,, 
my child, and to leave nothing undone to ſce 
her again. But this love ought only to beg ſen 
condary to that which I owe the beneficent Being 
who gaye me her, and to whom I muſt render ö 
her again. It is that Being whom I ought to 1 
love in her, and yet my ſorrow — me that 4 
mine is but a heatheniſh affeftion. Have I not. 
 repining, or weakneſs at leaſt, to fear, ſhould 
any accident deprive me of ny ? How far, 
alas! am I from that perfection, which has been 
the object of my deſires! Let us not deceive 
_ ourſelves, Lucy]! Our happineſs, as well as 
aur duty, depends on this important article, to 
love God in all things. One fingle defire of 
the heart, where he is not the prineipal ob- 
ject, is enough to make us miſerable. I never 
ventured to ſpeak to you ſo openly as I do at - 
_ A young woman would 2 be able , 
to 


— 


7 * 
"4 ——— 
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Bi went * 
— 


. 
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you enſidee: them in their true light: your pres. 
ſent care muſt be to regulate your lawful and 
virtuous affections. f Vou will! perceive, fx 9 n E. 


(> 
13 


1 E T 2 Pt E * 1 % 1 


etna eontrary to all ſhe ſees 
or hears: but now, when I behold yo engaged - - 
in a courſe of the moſt exalted virtues, I-ought- 
to conceal nothing from you. Watch 6ver:your 


heart. my dear! not to ſuve it from frivolous 


s; thanks to the care of Providence 


my example, how dangerous it is to love too 
much. But I have done; were I to give yo 


all my ſentiments on this important article, 1 
| ſhould be apprehenſive of frighting you. I falt 


write to you from every ſtage of my journey- 
when Lam able, for T know well the anxieties" 


* 


Jags till 1 arrive at the end of ic. 1 
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tion, and this ſervant came 
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"RExceivep your letter at Rouen, aides” 
Thad. ordered a ſervant 3p bring: it, for we 
hort journeys on aggougt af my end- . 
paſt after us, Ins. 
deed,” my dear n far exceeded my en- 
pectations: I am in high hopes of heating 
nothing from you for the future but comfortable 
news, | You will find this dear girl, and you 
wall. find her worthy of ſuch. a mother. But 


h leave me ignorant of the events of her 


life and your's? Can you think me indifferent 
enough to be without curiolity in that reſpec ? * 
And as you know how much my heart is in- 
tereſted in every thing that relates to you, is it 
not downright cruelty to leave me ſo long in 
ſuſpence ? It is a fault that I cannot pardon 
but on one condition that is to bring this dear 
girl to us. If you refuſe to gratify this requeſt, 


I hall certainly have courage enough to croſs 


the Alps; that 1 may obtain this ſatis faction 
whether you will or not. But why, in the name 
of the benevolent Providence, thoſe ſelf re- 
proaches on account of that extreme ſenGbinty 
an 
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FOE ws Could any creat re, 
leſs than an angel, have been more calm? Lou : 
love frankneſs, madam ;- you mulk therefore put 1 
up with mine. In your laſt letter, it was with 
difficulty I | could. know you to be the ſame 
perſon. You ſurely carry your delicacy too fara; 
During thoſe years I had the happineſs of paſſing 
with you, I muſt take the liberty to confeſs, 
that I ſtudied your character very minutely. 1 
admired you, and my admiration. produced 6 
that tender friendſhip, which was founded. an 
the higheſt eſteem. Every thing 1 obſerved-i in 
you was perfectly faultleſs, and what I Was 
principally charmed with was, that, with the moſt 
conſummate virtue, you ſtill kept clear of any 
5 dangerous exceſs of devotion. Vour perfection 
was that of a human creature, and you avoĩd- 
ed all Extremes. How can the ſhort time that 
divided us have prod uced ſuch an alteration ĩ in 
your ideas? You talk a language entirely new 
 — Was it, as you ſpeak. freely, to ſpare my 
* weakneſs? In that caſe, madam, I approve of 
your prudence. I have always aſpired at the 
happineſs of living like a chriſtian, without the 
ambition of being a ſaint; and I thought thoſe 
heroic virtues, to which you would haye me 
raiſe my views, were by no means the object * 
choſe whoſe lot is to live in 0 the world. Forgive 785 
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3 Lear friend, far, expreſſing my ſelf fe 
ffreelx. Perhaps TI. am *. 1 and it is ne- 
_ eciſary I ſhould enable you to ſet. me; right, by . 
_ laying, open ta vou my moſt ſecret thougbts. 
Whatever objections I may have to an extrava- 
gant devotion, I find I am capable of giving 
them up, if you. tell me plainlys « It is the will 
: of God; your ſalvation depends upon it. Fill 

vou ſhall produce theſe important words, I 


Mall content, myſelf with following the example 5 


I have had in you, and ſhall be happy enough, 
i I can come up to it. Promiſe, likewiſe, that 
vou will tell me what has occaſioned this recent 


cannot recogniſe you in the latter part of your 
letter. It has much more of the Sena, 
een. 1 i. A crc 


S* 


Heunzzxra cad, fi + accompanying 8 
me, on account of ſickneſs... This. i is Victoria's 
doing She triumphs, I am ſatisfied, in having 


change of ſentiments; for, once more I own it, 


carried ber from me. It was but a few hours 250 


befor my departure that I received this excuſe 

To jetta, and they had contrived it ſog 
| that. ne not know the truth of this 7 
tended, ſickneſs. If I might believe M. de 

Sauvebceuf, there is nothing in it. I thought, 


| hawweyer,. that 1 ought ke Se with, wk 
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my 


We travel all che dy, yet make but little pro- 
greßs, arid" J begiß to think the journey long 2 


We tall be at the end chis evening; and or 


nidtrow T will proc with my DAG E218 as 
40: 3.0/7 sged} 03-27 nit od tour Hey 
„ink, ſterday in the evening I arrited; 
extremely fatigued, and though the time when we 
thould de at _ caſtle was uncertain, we found 
minated. As the days are ſhort, and the 
ather Was "ghvomy, it grew dark” when we 
ab fue half à league from home, and we 
re  apreeably ſurprized to ' ſee” the tenants 
dreſſed out in ribbands and cockades, — 
2 muſket on his ſhoulder, and a flambeau in his 


hand. Not only the firſt we met accompaniedus, 
but the train grew larger at every hundred yards, 
and we were obliged to order the poſtillion to 
05 drive more ſoftly, that our retinue might not be 


out of breath. They intended to have fired 
their guns, but the marquis put'a ſtop to it, 


* 


let any accident ſhould befal the in my condi- 


t before the caſtle, which was filled 

with their wives and children, all in their 
Sunday -dreſſes — It' froze very hard; and r 
extremely cold—T haftily threw ſome money 


delt , | — 
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he en > and wanting much to repoſe, myſelf, - 
: 131 to paſs haſtily by them; but hu-— 
manity dictated: to me a different conduct. Theſe. CN 
poor people had a right to ſome inſtances of ß 
2 attention z and to haye refuled.thew, would 
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| Pp How angry, madam, ſhould L have been | 


i — J not liſtened to this r 
F ment. A.little country girl about foy een, 


I, never, fax any thing: more. bandſame. With, 
the pooreſt dreſs, ſhe had the air of a princeſs; 
hut I thought the poor child would have wept 
through mere ſhame, when I ſaluted her. I 
Was going to call the marquis, who was talking 
t, the keeper, to ies this miracle, had not a 
| ſudden. thought with-held. me. It might per- 
haps have been dangerous to let the poor girl, 
ſes; my admiration of thoſe beauties, of which 
till then, poſibly, ſhe might have been igna- 
rant; ſo I proceeded to give the other ſervants 
ma —— ſome, meaſure, 
to. treat alli alike. No ſooner Was I in any; 
apartment, than IJ aſted the rkeopars bos or 
What this Uitle. girl Was, She comes, ſaidihe, 
Ae 3 enger: 
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eee Lad becse.de the wor —. 
wife ould hike land e e un * 
days, for ſhe breaks every thing the touches 
+ thought, however, that to turn her away, 
Vvould be n e- a lamb a e. 


= Wn n her to Ae 3 No 


paſture; and, as I knew: madam was coming 
| ſoon, I thought I would. take care of her till 
| he did come; becauſe, if you ſhould pleaſe to 
take compaſſion on her, in my mind, - you'll-do 
a very great act of charity. Lapplauded the 
honeſt man s humanity, and promiſed to ſee the 
girl next day, but it was impoffible. All the 
gentry round us have flocked to the caſtle, and 
it was 3 r time to write 
n ige. 
; Two — hav e e -withotit 
A za "moment's | reſpite, and what is 
worſe, amidſt this confuſion, I had forgot my 
AAittle beauty. To day we had atleaſt thirty at 
tuble: dogs and horſes, and other things with 
- which: ama very little acquainted, were the 
3 topics; ſo you may imagine I was not 
i Mary of it. A Keb of Malta, who 
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able — — it, we fou 


* women, and live 8 


Sohn, The masguis, Aha, 1 wh — 


made my excuſe to the company on account of 


JI 8 800 __ lays bc. 


qurſelues at the end. This park joins upon 


1 eee begun to 


neither knew, beforehand, of our walk; 2 of 


the place where we ſhould .. ee bur 
ſtood motionleſs; till at laſt I deſired t 
eee | 6d — 

SERIE gavered with: babe, en 


2 Was my little eountey- girl. I could: 1 nat 
. out in my ſurpriſe; and the poor 


—_— 


5 ready tot away.” My company came 


» A „n a ay. 
weich warts iges —— | 


and'we'all. went together te her; while with tar 
eyes caſt. down, and her Head hanging on 
btenſt, ſhe appeared in — Dorf 
Dionit be afraid, my dear, ſaid I, and took Her 
by the hand; you have a very pretty voce? büt 
vou ſung an opera- air — who taught it you? 
Madam, -replied the pretty innocent, my father, 
in his youth, was ſervant to a perſon who be- 
longed to the opera at Paris. His maſter taught 
him muſic becauſe he wanted to bring him upon 
tde ſtage; but they ſay thoſe people are excom- 
municated, and he was afraid of that. My father 
2 me a little of the notes too; for he ſaid 
might help to make me a nun. That would 
Mars PHE anſwered the chevalier ; then adreſs- 
ing himſelf to me, madam, {he is an angel. 
No fir, faid the little maid, they dom t call me 
| FRI name is Mary — and my father's 
name, when he was living, was John Piccard. 
—— the chevalier thought there 
was wit in-this- n but he looked earneſtly 
ſpoke; and when a pretty. 
girl iofificyed 1 to in that manner, what the ſays 
| is generally udmired. Such was my reflection, 
and 40 Iwanted te get my little Mary out of a 
2 place which J _— not think very ſafe for her, 
on * I told 
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| ſhould get away, © e 
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Lacks qt ie-rins-tine- ˙ "nnd evtlerad-her . \ 


to. follow me to the caſtle. But who ſhall 
— Per - madam ? Your keeper - 
xrſtand jokes; and, if one of them 


Would he make ! Drive em before us, child, 
_ anſwered I; I-II tell the keeper, that it was I 
who ordered you, and you may be ſure, you 
will not be ſcolded. At the ſame time I took 
hold of the chevalier's arm, who could not re- 
fuſe me that inſtance of politeneſs, though he 
would have been glad to have diſpenſed. with it, 
if he could; and would have preferred the plea- 
ſure of converſing with little Mary to the 


| honour of being my ſquire. He turned back 


| almoſt every minute, to ſee (he ſaid) whether 


me followed us. I found it was neceſſary to 


uſe precautions to prevent his ſeeing her again; 


n 


When we arrived at the caſtle, I ordered my 
woman to take care of this girl, and ſuffer 
nobody to ſpeak to her. This adventure, you 
may be ſure, was the only topic at ſupper: 


every one wanted to ſee that pretty face, a 
hear that fine voice. I could have wiſhed! that the 


child might not be ſo much expoſed do obſerva- 


tion, but the marquis intimated that I could 
3 this ſatisfaction. 


1 therefore 


1 


1 
* 
F 


ede kröüpte THhould4s 


the care of hes} to — ky: 1 


| there was'no prevailing with her to come. "She E 
wept; and faid ſhe would not appear 'before alt 
| the "gentlemen. of the town, Who only wan 


to laugh at her bad ſinging. Such was Het 

anſwer, and I was not a little pleaſed with it: She 
had no objection, however, to coming into my 
cloſet, whither J ordered her to be called before 


| L. went to reſt. Are you ſorry, my dear, ſaid 


I, that I have put you under the care of my 


woman? No, madam! Have you a mind to 


continue with me then, and go no more to tend 
cattle? As you pleaſe, madam — If you are a 
good: girl, I ſhall take care of you — Thank 
you; madam. I ordered the woman to treat 
her with tenderneſs, and ſhe told me while I 


was dreſſing, that ſhe appeared to be very good 


natured. I wiſh ſhe were in a religious houſe ; 


her father thought very right that her voice 


might be a fortune to her; but if ſhe. Ns no 


inelinatlon for a eee 00” 1 ſhall make 


her learn trade. 


rte "a x" 72 VI $$ ; 4.4 7 * 


Ar het the 1 of viſits is over, and 
T Hall begin to apply myſelf to the knowledge 


df our affairs. The marquis after exaggerating 
ergo at laſt conſented. 
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7 The motive which had induced the keeper to 
take care of little Mary, having given me a 
good opinion of him, 1 was willing to examine 
his underſtanding; and 1 found he had a na- 
tural good ſenſe that might be of ſervice to 
eee eee eee 
good order, and to encourage the tenants. God 
bleſs you, madam, ſaid he, you'll have-enough | 
to do. How, then, is there ſo much diſorder ) 
1 Would not ſpeak ill of any one, replied 1 
man; but depend upon it, madam, you will: 
do a good work. I ſhall haye need of your 
aſſiſtance, maſter, ſaid I; In the firſt place I 
promiſe you ſecrecy; and, in the next place, 
you need not fear that it will be any breach of 
charity, to diſcover the faults of thaſe who ate 
In place, becauſe the only end I have in know- 
ing them, is to oblige them to do their duty, 
and not to abuſe the poor. I had need of all 
my rhetoric to perſuade this honeſt man that 
he was not giving God offence in anſwering my 1 
enquiries. He is now making memorandums 
of the characters and conduct of the people in 
place, and of thoſe acts of injuſtioe they have 
committed. In the mean time I am going to 
conſult with my woman, what bl beit * * 
done with little Mary. 5 
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| . ſhe is certainly ſomething more than ſhe 
appears to be, and you ſhall judge for yourſelf. 
I found, at once, that ſhe had an averſion to the 


4 . 
„ ; 
% 5 


| for work, but that, if I ſhould have the good 
neis to let her ſtay with me, ſhe! would work 


ruffles. I took this excuſe as a very good one, 
and agreed to keep hef. I muſt freely on 


actreſs, who plays the innocent. Is it not ſome 


enough to ſollicit admiſſion into the” caſtle, ' 


ſo mean and obſcure? She is by no means am 
bitious of ſhewing herſelf - On the contrary ſne . 
bas deſired it as a favour of my woman that ſne 3 
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1 HAVE. great ſuſpicions with regard to this 


cenvent; and I. propoſed that ſhe ſhould learn 
to work, in order to earn an honeſt liveliehood.. | 
work. very well, anſwered the; J have an . 1 
aunt at Caen, who taught me to mend late and 4 
embroider. How then, ſaid I, looking earneſt- 

ly at her, could you think of going to ſervice, 
when you might have had employment in that 

way? She bluſhed, and after a fhort ſilenee, 
told me that ſhe durſt not go to the town to ſeck* — - 


for me with all her heart, and make me pretty. 


that I cannot help looking on this girl as a hp 


thing ſingular, that ſhe WhO had boldneſs 


ſhould want courage to ſeek for work in the 
town ? I ſhall have this cleared up. But then 
what view- could ſhe have in chuſing a condition 
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may not eat in public among the ſervants, and 8 
ſays ſhe ſhould be content with bread and 


water, if ſhe might be permitted to eat in her 


own apartment. I have ordered that ſhe ſhould 


do as ſhe thought proper on that account; and, 


indeed, I am not fond of having her ſeen. A 


thought has occurred to me She is poſlibly a. 


girl of family, who has committed ſome fault, 
and, to avoid the anger of her parents, has taken 


upon her this diſguiſe, If that is the caſe, ſhe 


muſt have an extraordinary command over - 
herſelf to let nothing eſcape her that might 


_ occaſion ſuſpicion, I ſhall give orders to my 


woman to draw her into converſation ; perhaps oe 
ſhe may not long OED the trouble of a bor- 
rowed character. | 


For theſe two days I have been taken up in 


examining the memorial I have received from 
the keeper. Too juſt, madam, were my ſu- 
ſpicions. The name of the marquis has been | 
"cruelly abuſed ; and there are hardly any ſuffer- 

Ings that the poor tenants have not endured. 


The honeſt man who gives me this information, 
has mentioned two clergymen and a worthy gen- 
tleman in the neighbourhood, who can not only 
confirm the facts he advances, but find out 
proper perſons, whom, for the future, we-may 


way 
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| truſt with our authority. The marquis is to 
invite them to paſs ſome days at the caſtle; 
and it is determined that they ſhall not leave 
the place, till ſome effectual meaſures are 
taken to prevent theſe poor people from being 
oppreſſed for the time to come. As to our 
preſent ſteward, he richly deſerves hanging. 
The villainies he has committed within theſe 
ten years are without number; and thirty thou- 
ſand livres would not make reſtitution for what 
he has robbed us of. The marquis is deter- 


mined to obtain proof of theſe thefts, and o :- 


hunt him till he refunds. This money is 
15 given up to me, but I ſhall not carry a farthing 
of it away. It ſhall be laid out in the pa- 
riſnes — I have already ordered from Caen a 
quantity of woolen ſtuffs, with which I intend 
to clothe the poor. I ſhall, likewiſe, keep in 
pay a reputable woman in each of the pariſhes, 
-to give out work to thoſe who may be in want 
of it : She ſhall fell their work at Caen, for 
- which I will raiſe the price every week, and, at 
the end of the year, I propoſe a reward for the 
beſt workers, Theſe ſeveral diſpoſitions employ 


me fo agreeably, that I could be very well 


content to paſs my life here. At leaſt, I 
am determined to come three months in the 


5 year to have an eye over the regulations I am 
G3 - © clabliking” 


. — 
* 


rr 
_ eſtabliſhing. — My little girl is ſo much upon 


Her guard, that it is impoſſible to engage her in 
any continueddiſcourſe, and ſhe makes noanſwers 


but by monoſyllables : Jam reſolved to take her 


to Paris: if ſhe belongs to theſe parts, and it is 


the fear of her parents only that keeps her 


filent,' he mrs ME open herſelf more m 


another ne N eee e 


* 
* 


Hardly find you at "Toulouſe, the marquis ſends 
it to an old domeſtic of his who lives in Cham- 
bery. He has orders to go to the only inn in 
that capital of Savoy, and to leave his name 
that he may be informed of your coming, and 


render you all the ſervices in his power. Per- 


haps you may have need of them this rigorous 
ſeaſon— The marquis was once obliged to wait a 


fortnight there, before he could paſs the moun- 
rain, which is inaccefible in the extreme cold. 
And as it is poflible that you may be in want of 
dreſſes and proviſions, he has ordered this man 


to accompany you, who, as as he kn knows” the 
.countky, _ do you ſen ice. 14.230 iin enn 
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EMFRANCE TO LUCY. 


Nara: my eagerneſs. to 


arrive at the end of my journey, my e dear 


| marchioneſs, it has pleaſed Providence that J 


ſhall be detained poſſibly many days at Cham 
bery. Yeſterday my chaiſe and I were oyer- 
turned in a moraſs, which is called the pits of 
Mian. Three hours was I obliged to ſtay in 
this precious place. Beſides it thawed and rained 


a little, ſo that I was thoroughly wet; and my 
poor machine is fo. much indiſpoſed that it muſt 
have ſome days of reſt, — How provoking! I. 
hear you ſay—Not at all, m y dear—:I his event, 


like all others, is the direction of Pr ovidence, 
from whom nothing comes, or can come, that 
is not good. I ſhall amuſe myſelf with telling 
vo of the advantages this accident has pro- 
duced. 4 mult own, with ſhame, that from 


Toulguse to this place, I was ſo intoxicated 


with the delightful hope of ſeeing my child 
again, that my reaſon, if I may ſo expreſs 


myſelf, had eloped. I knew not what I did; 
5 J perceived not what paſſed; I was tranſported; 
| * den out of myſelf; in ſomuch that the 


„ motions 


err 5 


motions: of the poſt were more ſlow, more calm 
than the agitations of my mind—In ſhort I was | 
in ſuch, agonies, becauſe I could not go from 
Toulouſe to Turin in twenty-four hours, that 5 
they threw me into a fever. Some times I was 
tempted to get out, and run before the chaiſe, 
that the horſes. might mend their pace; and, to 
| confeſs to you all my follies, I took the advan- 
| tage of two fine nights to make the beſt of my 
way. So that thoſe two times I was eight and 
ſorty hours without getting out of my chaiſe. pf 
I. thought it of little conſequence whether or - wi 
not I arrived in a dying condition, and, provid- 1 
ed I could have embraced my child, I ſhould . 
| Have been contended to die within à quarter of 
an hour. See the charming diſpoſition I was 
in, when the hand of Providence arreſted me 
in my career! Nature would have rebelled, or 
at leaſt have murmured, but the divine bounty 
gave me grace to avoid both the one and the 
other. I was convinced that this delay would 
empower me to recollect my diſſipated mind, 
and I moſt cordially pronounced the fiat, — But 
this was not the only advantage produced by 
my fali.-In my chaiſe I was alone, nothing to 
divert my thoughts, and poſfibly after having 
lamented the intoxication of my mind, I might 
have relapſed; but at dinner 1 found à fellow 
traveller, 0 


e 


"F 
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traveller, who was come poſt from Paris, and 

1 who had been ſo excoriated with riding that he 

1coCould proceed no farther on horſeback, being 


Ti obliged to ſtay here till he was well—He deſired 
* to have a place in my chaiſe, which as well as. 

. myſelf, was under repair; for we were both of 4 
e in pitiful condition, when we arrived. 
| Another piece of good fortune that my fall 


produced was, this. While I looked upon this. - 

young man, I ſaw as in a mirror, all the ridicus- 
7 louſneſs of my impatience: I know not what 

| buſineſs had called him to Turin whither he 
| was going: but it is certain that he was no leſs 
in haſte than myſelf: my chamber was only 
divided from his by a thin partition; ſo that I 
generally knew what he was about. He was. 
ö ready to beat the ſurgeon, who told him that 
it was neceſſary for him to ſtay here ſome time, 
otherwiſe his complaint might be of bad conſe- 
quence, He ſtamped, he uttered ſuch exclama- 
tions as I might have been entertained with, 
had I not been in a ſituation not much differ- 
ent from his own, except that I did not ſwear 
fo much. He is a Gaſcon, and nothing could 

be more whimſically odd, or emphatical than 

the language he uſed to expreſs the rage occa- 

ſtoned by this delay.—Perhaps you do not fee. 

| fo well as myſelf theſe ſeveral advantages, then. 


* 
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hear another which vou will think Ieh exciting 
nable; I ſhall employ. the remainder. of the time 


Iſſtay here; to give you an account, as well as 


memory will permit, of the firſt events of my 

life. So, ſo, you are in extacies at this but 
boa little more moderate, if you pleaſe Before 
I''come: to that, I muſt tell your hows. my 
affairs were diſpoſed before I left Toulouſe; iT 


vas under ſo much trouble when I wrote to you 


Jaſt, that I neither thought of telling, o deſiring 
you to direct your anſwer to this place, here 
I might eaſily have received it. Forward it for 
Turin by the remaining poſt, and I ſhall take 
Care to catch it on my arrival. My affair were 
about being determined; when I left Toulouſe; 
and I am fatisfied that every thing is now con 
cluded. I left a full power with Dupurc to 
Kniſh the buſineſs, and, thanks to the marquis, 
| have come off with a thouſand Crowns a year. 
Eindneſſes are generally looked upon as a bur- 
then; yet J aſſure you this is a burden which 
1 do not feel. It is a pleaſure to me to be 
obliged to you for every thing I have; and 1 
am willing to have {till more obligations to you. 
It is an evident proof of the ſincerity of my 
Jentiments in your behalf, The moſt exalted 


pitch of friendſhip is to receive without à bluſh 


* bountics of a friend, and to partake of the 


pleaſure 4 


i * 
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pleaſure he has in obliging. Such, my do 


marchioneſs, is my: diſpolition/towards: you and 
 Lſhall-not hefitate-a moment to draw-upon:the- 


marquis, if my circumſtances are ſuch as may 


4 require his aſſiſtance. As the cauſes which in- 


duced me to accept of the remittance he made 


me no longer ſubſiſt, I hope you will not diſi 


approve of the meaſures I have taken on that 
acoount. I have returned it into the hands of 
Mr. Preſident D————, Nevertheleſs, as the 


thouſand crowns I took up on my jewels: may 


reſerved à power of drawing upon him, if 1 
ſhould have occafion for a larger ſum. Adieu, 
my dear friend] to-morrow ſhall be entirely de- 


dicated to you, and, L will forward the pacquet 
I intend for _ before I leave mann 125 
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EMERANCE To LUCY. 


8 1 Cation to lay unde at 3 . 
bBery, I there received your letter. The 


honeſt man who delivered it is determined to» 
attend me, and, indeed, my dear, what the 
marquis foreſaw came to pals. We have ſtopped 


at a village at the foot of Mount Cenis, where 
not one porter will: venture to carry us up, ſo 
intenſe is the cold, and the north wind fo. ſearch- 


| ing, fo—what ſhall I ſay; for never did 1 feek 


any thing equal to this cold? Though-1 have: | 
three whole trees upon the fire, it pierces me, 


or rather it pierces us; my fellow · traveller never 


leaves my chamber, except for a few hours in 


the night, which hewever, he had much rather 


paſs in a chair by the fire than retire to his own. 
apartment, which is not ſo cloſe, and conſe- 
quently not quite ſo habitable as mine.—It was 


with much difficulty we advanced ſo far; and, 


ſurely, this is one of thoſe occaſions wherein 
we find moſt eminently the advantage of having; 


2 command over ourſelves; for hanging is the 
only alternative. I believe, indeed, my fellow- 


traveller would have had recourſe to it, had he ; 


not t been ee by my example. It is true, 


nevertheleſs 


* 


latter as 1 could wiſh. When I hear chi 
bideous north wind which nails, me up 
(God knows for how long a time) I am con- 


LETT A we 


nevertheleſs, that I cannot help accuſing myſelf 


ify. I ſay a thouſand fine; things. on 
ſubmiſſion to Providence, which, I am afraid 


come more from the head than the heart; at 


leaſt they are not ſo much eſtabliſhed in the 


vinced by my chagrin that I am leſs" reſigned 


than 1 > AAS be: Thus 1 e . 
reha and foes not into my bref. | 


My laſt 3 Sh ſurpriſed you, my DF 
Voia think I am changed. Would to heaven, 
your conjectures were true; and that I could 


practiſe what I have always believed P I ſhall! 
open my whole ſoul to you: it is now my time, 
my worthy friend, and the happy moment E 


have ſo. ardently wiſned for is at length arrived. 


Vou will ſee in the narrative of my misfortunes. 


(which I will convey to you as ſoon as I can with 


ſaſety) that, till the age of thirteen, I was: 


totally ignorant of the duties I owed to the 
Author of my being. When I begun to refle&t 


on what he was, on what he had done 


for me, and on the right he had to my grati- 


| tude; my ſoul was filled with the ſtrongeſt 
deſire to diſcharge thoſe important duties, the _ 


8 neglect 
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Being, 1 Conſidered every thing as facritege 


the world only by information, and could not 


important truths which had affected me ſo ſeni 
bly, and yet that eonviction was not ſufficient to 
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neglect „of which would make me the worſt of 
creatures. T-hall not heſitate to tell you the 


extent of my obligations, ſuch” as it then ap- 


peared to me. Formed by, and for the ſupreme 


whieh had not his glory for it's motive. I knew 


conceive how ww human being eould live; and 
forget it's end. Alas] my misfortunes ſoon 


taught me Row natural it is to deviate fromithe 


practice of thoſe virtues, which in ſpeculationg 
appear "ſo eaſy. I remained convinced of thoſe 


ſave me from deſpair. It is true, my fall was not 
total. My will, methinks, had no part in thoſe 


exceſſes of grief, and in thoſe murmurs that 


eſcaped me; yet I have always thought, that if 


chis will had been perfectly ſubmitted, if my 


virtue had been more ſolid, I ſhould ſtill have 
had ſome command over my ruined ſenſes. 
After the return of my reaſon, which exceſſive 
grief had baniſhed, I perceived that this ne Kind- 
neſs of my Creator, was a very powerful argu- 


ment why I ſhould devote myſelf to him. 1 
- confeſs; with ſorrow, that I am ſtill but too far 
from this laudable reſolutiun; yet the goodneſs 
of the Almighty Proyidence has ſo ſupported 
me, that this alienation has never been volun- 
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e Far from conſidering certain 3 
perfection extravagant, as they appeared to you, 
L have ever looked upon them as a ſtrict duty, 
and ſo ſtrict, chat not to take them as neceſ-, 
ſary rules of conduct, would, in effect, be to 
endanger our ſalvation. Yes, my: amiable mar- 
chioneſs, every Chriſtian ought to aim at per- 
mm 22 The duties of a Carmelite are not in 
| 0 1 this reſpect more extenſive than thoſe of 2 1 
1 woman who lives in ſociety: but the means of 7 
perfection are not the ſame, and this is what " 33 
prevents your comprehending me. Faſting, and 2 
1 auſterities, an external ſeparation from the c 
F | world, long. prayers, blind obedience, abſolute * 
\ poverty, and a total conſecration of the body 
to it's adopted ſpouſe Such is the way that 
leads the Carmelite to perfection. The attain- 
ment is to her by no means difficult; the has 
cut off the greater part of thoſe occaſions which 
_ endanger her falvation. — A woman of the 
world has much more difficulty than the Car- 
|  melite-to/attain to that perfection which her 
\ 5 condition requires. Surrounded with enemies 
„ whoſe views is her deſtruction, the greateſt "- 
* ſorts are neceſſary to defend her from their 
13 attacks. Wherein then does the perfection of the 
E unſequeſtered woman conſiſt ? In the avoidance 
1 of vice, and in the practice of virtue. To 
2 come * of che latter, is to be guilty of the 
1 be: - | former: 
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TR REEESSTE YT 
former-: I told you, my dear marchioneſs, that >| 
you practiſed the firſt means of chriſtian pe- F 
fection ; your morals were always pure and in- 
nocent, and, as it was ſaid of Coriolanus, you 
have a natural averſion to vice. Such a diſpoſi- 
tion, which is one of the beſt gifts of Heaven, 
makes us no more than good heathens, if. we 
take no care of it's motive. To hate vice be= | 
cauſe it produces diſorders. in. ſociety, was the x 
motive of Coriolanus — Fo. hate a crime, be- 
cauſe it diſpleaſes God, who is the author of 
order, is the motive of a Chriſtian, Has this 
been abſolutely yours, my dear friend? If you — _ 
anſwer in the affirmative, I would aſk you if 
you ever thoroughly comprehended what a. J 
erime, or an irregularity is? To kill one's || 
enemy, to deprive him of his fortune, to tranſ- 1 
greſs the bounds. of decency, to deſtroy the re- 4 
ö putation of a neighbour by calumny, to rob 
dim of the eſteem of others. by detraction, to 
3 make him. loſe the friendſhip of any perſon by { | 
indiſcreet reports — Such are what you call 
erimes; but there is. another ſpecies, which. 


however enormous, we do not conſider with 1 
horrour. — To live in brutal indifference to- be 4 
wards God, the fountain of all perfection, 1 


wards a beneficient God; is that a trifling con- 
ſideration? You would not be a faint, you tell: 
| 3 5 me 
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to, encourage. you 


ne in your 1 ; 1 a you e e thaſs | 


wor ds, my dear. friend ! Is it not in effect to 
ſay, I will love God as much as may be neceſ- 
ſary to ſave me from final deſtruction; but I 


pretend to go no farther; It is not convenient; 


and 1 have no ambition of attaining, ta perfec- 
tion? —You will be ſhocked, I dare fay, at this 
comment; yet you muſt own that it is but too 


Juſt “. You will ſay once more, that this is a 
new language. It is very true; you were not 


to be frighted, and even now I muſt endeaygur 
though I am ſatisfied that 


„The author of theſe letters confirms the obſervation of a 
diſcerning prelate, that the enthuſiaſm of Methodiſts and Papiſts 


is much the ſame," Her fyſtem ef loving God in all things, er 


of loving all things with a godly love, or for the ſzke of God, 
may be adapted to a higher ſphere of exiſtence, but will not do 
for this---It is infinitely too abſtracted for the human mind, 
whoſe perceptions are primarily, and, indeed, excluflvely excited 
by ſenſible objects. Had the. directed her correſpondent to lows 
Gad for the fake of thoſe objects of enjoyment he has given ug, 
her advice would have been much more prudent, becauſe more 
praQticable, That is a rational and obvious principle of devotion : 


but the reverſe is nothing more than a Platonic reverie. -. Sucli 
principles, however, are dangerous, becauſe they may occaſion 


weak minds to deſpair... To proceed upon abſtracted principles is 


obvious to very few capacities, and we are as little capable of - 


loving the Deity a Priori, as of reaſoning upon his attributes the 
fame way. He gave us the various means of happineſs, and in- 


Wailea ——— love of the mn, 1 | 


D be. 


438 1 r KE R 5˙* 

; our, mind is ſtronger than before. To arrive 
at this perfection, it is not neceſſary wo * 
much to what we do, but to do it better. Al-. þ 
ready you deſpiſe the world and it's pleaſures — 
ü 4 You. regarded your wealth only as a means of 
=_ relieving the indigent”; you are determined to 
bo: diſcharge punctually all the duties of juſtice ; 
3: vou want but one thing to be perfect, and this 
+ it. Let God have the firſt place in your 
Ee heart. Love him in your huſpand, in your 
friends — When he demands em, be ready to 


give them up. When you diſtribute you: cha- 

US]  rity;itake care that it be not done merely to ſet | 
1 your heart at eaſe, when oppreſſed at the ſight | 
ol, miſery. Theſe laſt articles are extremely 5 
| difficult, and it is owing to the want of a due 
E degree of faith, that I am yet ſo little advanced 


on the way to that perfection, which is the | 
| continual object of my wiſhes, Such diſpoſi-—ꝝ 
tions as theſe can only be known to yourſelf; 
vou will have all the profit of religion without. 
; the reputation of it, and that is much more 
|, aluable, I hope, my dear marchioneſs, you . 
: will now. be able to conceive in what reſpect 
your perfection ought to differ from that of the 
Carmelite — The differente, as I before told 
Fou, conſiſts in the means. If 1 Enes bow to 
2 21 a, proper uſe of thoſe which Pros ; 
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has appointed in keeping me here, I ſhould 
profit much more by it than by living upon 
; bread and wwe; or dee hair-cloth. 

IRE AD, with alte, your account of the 
Hittle country-girl; and I ſuppoſe you are de- 
termined in the thought that ſhe is ſomething 
more than ſhe appears to be. very poſſibly 
there may be a love- affair in the caſe, which has 
forced her from her father's houſe, and being 
2 unprovided with every: thing, and fearful of 

being known, ſhe has been neceſſitated to take 


refuge with you. If theſe conjectures ſhould - 


be true, you have ſtill ſtronger motives to protect 

© | her. Genuine goodneſs diſtinguiſhes between 
the offender and the offence. —If this poor girl 
has committed a fault, we ought not to deſpiſe 
her on that account. Her beauty might be the 
ſource of a thouſand errors, and we ſhould give 
her credit for thoſe ſhe has avoided. There is 
only one circumſtance that gives me uneaſineſs 
he certainly muſt have a great deal of art 
to ſupport ſo ſtrange a character ſo well, and 
that too, when ſhe is fo very young. This 
ſhould induce you to watch her very cloſely, 
ſpecially if you take her to Paris. A girl of 
her figure 1 a troubleſome charge ; yet 1 think 
Ver nher under 88 eyes than'in any other 
place? 
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2 good omen. 


ſophy, or in human reaſon. 
- going to ſeal this letter I received a ſecond. from. 
vou, which. I ſhall read this moment. 


L F R 8. 


phice: : beſides, as you have very well obſerved, 
her inclination for retirement and labour 1 ® 


by 


n 6k you ſurpriſed that in the midſt of 


the moſt harraſſing circumſtances, I can think 
of any thing beſide ? I am, indeed, ſurpriſed 
myſelf, both at that, and at the kind of tran- 


quillity I now enjoy, The outward part of my 
mind is troubted; within it is calm, and enjoys 
the moſt perfect repoſe. 
things that are incomprehenſible to all who have 
not experienced them. Yet I am convinced that 
you will one day underſtand me. — What, after 


This is one of thoſe 


all, can there befall me, which is not foreſeen, 


ordained, directed, by the wiſe and merciful Pro- 
vidence? This is the origin of my peace, which. 
is never diſturbed, but when I would ſeek for 


conſolation 'and a remedy from evil. in philo- 
Juſt as I was. 
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LUCY. TO E MER 1NCE. 
"OU will be ſurpriſed; my dear 8 to 


receive a letter from me dated at Paris. 1 
Was obliged to leave the country ſuddenly, by 


an event which might have been very melancholy 


for me. The life of the tendereſt and beſt of 


fathers has been in danger. His death was ex- 


pected every minute, when I arrived; and I have 
the ſatisfaction to hear that the criſis which 
ſaved him was the effect of thoſe agreeable emo- 
tions my appearance occaſioned ;' he is now en- 
tirely out of danger, and it is in his cloſet 1 


write to you, while he is at reſt. ' As the ex- 


ceſſive cold we have here may very probably have 
ſtopped you on your journey, I ſhall direct this 
letter to the poſtmaſter at Chambery, and defire 


him to order the poſt to enquire for you at Lune- 


bourgh, if you ſhould be there, or to convey 


this to you at the marquis de Sainville's on his 
arrival, ſuppoſing that you were gone paſt.— It 
has hitherto been impoſſible for me to ſee Hen- 
rietta and Victoria, who, I am told, are inſe- 


parable, and never leave Verſailles. Notwith- 


finding 77 averſion. to that place, I. ſhall 
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Age myſelf to go there every week, and they ; 
will be the only cauſe of thoſe troubleſome jour- 
neys. I ſhall ſend you the reſt of my journal as, 
ſoon as I know that you are at Turin; I am in 
hafte to diſpatch this line to you, leſt the narra- 
tive of your misfortunes ſhould go in queſt, of 
me to Lower Normandy, and by that means de- F 
lay the intereft I ſhall take in reading them. 
| Nevertheleſs, I muſt ſay one word concerning — 
my little Mary. My woman, as I told you, 
could get nothing out of her; but an unfore- 
ſeen aecident drew off the maſk. The marquis 
has a valet de chambre who is about forty, and 
has been twenty years in his ſervice. As he had 
merit ſuperior to that of ſervants in general, his 
maſter has a great regard for him, and has en- 
abled him to live at eaſe, whenever he ſhall have 
tbe misfortune to loſe him. This man became 
violently enamoured of our little adventurer, 4 
and choſe me for his confidant. He offered her 1 
his fortune and his hand, which were he- ut -- | 
"moſt, or even more than ſuch a girl as —_ ::: | 
could hope, were ſhe not ſomething more than In 
ſhe appeared. I ſaw at once the opportunity 1 
this would give me of finding her out: the, 
manner in which ſhe ſhould receive this propoſal ( 
would confirm or deſtroy my ſuſpicions. I was J. 
not deceived in my expectation. Scarce had — 
given 
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PER her to undlerſtand chat I approved the 
honeſt man's views, than her indignation burſt” 


out; her fine eyes were filled with tears, and, 


raiſing them towards Heaven, ſhe cried, to hind 
am I reduced—No ſooner had ſhe let fall theſe ” 
words, than a bluſh overſpread her whole coun- 


tenance, her eyes were caſt down, and · ſhe ap- 

peared, for ſome moments, to recollect herſelf. 
Suddenly, after this, ſhe threw herſelf at my 
feet, before I could either foreſee or prevent her. | 


Madam, faid ſhe, I ſhould be unworthy of your 
favour, were I any longer to diſſemble with 


you. You have undoubtedly ſeen through one 
part of my ſecret, and I am ready to die with 


ſhame that I have kept ĩt ſo long from ſo kind a 


| benefactreſs; ; I am a daughter of quality. The 


neceffity of reſcuing myſelf from an odious 


: marriage drove me from my friends. They are 


powerful people, and in order to eſcape their 
ſearch I was determined to retire into a con- 


vent; but being deprived of the means through 
the treachery of my guide, and finding myſelf 
abſolutely deſtitute, deſpair made me have re- 
courſe to the moſt abject diſguiſe. Vour good- 
neſs removed me from a kind of life till that 
time ſo new to me, and with you I have found 


an aſylum, where, probably, T ſhall not be 


ſought. Add one favour more to all that you 
have 
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E - Wee my want of con- 

f idence; but my ſecret is not altogether my 
own. Let me firſt obtain the neceſſary conſent 
rere 


know that my confidence in you is unbounded. 
I left my fair charge to do what ſhe ſhould judge 
proper on this account, and deſired her to uſe 
my houſe as if it were her father's. The poor 

child has worked inceſſantly, and I have been 
perſwading her to indulge her paſſion for read 
ing, which I find is very ſtrong. M/ woman 
King: ſeveral times ſurpriſed her in the mar- , 
quis's library which joined to her chamber, 
e her eyes ſeemed to be devouring the books, 
the excuſed herſelf to the woman by ſaying that 
ſhe was but a poor ſcholar,- and ſhould be glad 
to mend her reading. I reminded her of this 


| excuſe, telling her jocoſely, that ſhe ought to 


mend her reading; upon which ſhe could not 
forbear ſmiling, and owned that this was her fa- 
vourite employment, particularly, when ſhe 
could read with a pen in her hand, and make 


extracts. All this paſt the evening before we 


left the country, and I am not a little glad of 
it: I ſhould have left this amiable girl to be 
conducted to town by my woman, and who 


knows what accidents might have happened in 


the way? I placed her before me in my poſt 
Vor. I, H chariot, 


33 "7 re , de 
imagine it, if you reflect how well J love the 
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FO, an bear marehlanefz, T. atm abt yet 
Furin, yet the bad Welcher e 8 


e kept me here, if I could have fo und 15 
bers complaiſant enough. to have ventured” over 


. with me. I know not whether! it 


8 to make me quiet, but they have affüred me 
this morning, that the wind begins to n 
and that the cold will infallibfy abate ſufficiently 
to allow me to paſs—All this weariſome time 21 
' have dedicated to my journal, which I will ſend | 
vou with the firſt courier, by the ſame conve 2 


ance as this letter. I had not proceeded 

enough in my narrative to ſend it from Cham 
bery. The adventures of your Ii ttle Mary af- © 
fected me very ſenſibly, poſſibly from the re- 


2 femblance they bore to my own. Like her, in 
my youth, an arbitrary mother would have 


forced me to a marriage, which I Tooked upon 


with horrour : like her, T thought nothing more 


dreadful than to diſpoſe of my hand, without 
being able to give my heart, or rather I had 
given my heart already, without knowing, it, 
and without the poſſibility of knowing « In 
mort, like her, I avoided by flight the fate 
which was deſtined for me. And the treachery 

8 | H 2 | | : of 
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de 
of my guide prevented me from retiring into a 
convent, Whither he had promiſed to conduct 


me. bes? grant that the ſimilarity of our 


adventures | may end bere, and 5 that ſhe. may re- 
ent me in e elſe | 1 To what, evils — 
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15 18 70 Continue, m my dear pl endo to 
be a mother to her; ; and when ſhe. gives you . 
leave to intercede in her favour, endeayour to 
make her parents underſtand that children have 
their rights as well as they. Do not conclude 
from hence, that 4 would excuſe either her 
conduQt or my own. There is no extremity 
A which a girl well born, and educated, ought 
not to ſuffer, rather than expoſe herſelf to flight. 
But ſtill 1 ſay her parents were more to blame 
than ſhe, when they would have had the barba- 
rity to force her inclinations in a circumſtance. 
where they ought to be entirely voluntary. This 
girl, as well as myſelf, ought 4 to have ſubmitt tted 
to the moſt rigorous treatment, rather thai 
have left her father s houſe. For or, after all, 
there is no marrying us whether 1 or not. | 
I reaſon now « on this ſubject a 25 erke to do 
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 derſtanding. . | It med” to me every. mome nts 
that they were going to drag me to an odious 


2 163 


mited.—But "hold 1— otic 
tlie narrative vou are going to read: the mise 
; fortunes of that poor child renewed but too. ſen- 


"» 1 


upon my body, and, beſi des, am wrapped | up 


- faces % but we are under the rod of the porters, | 


and muſt obey. Adieu, my dear friend !, you 
will be ſome days without hearing from me; z. 5 
my-fad Wy will take up Foun attention. 
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LW a H E OUT "Ye? Vaſque,” deſcended EI A 
Pledmonteſe family, was born at Nice, a fron- 


He had but a ima I fortune, which, however, 
| aid not prevent Bir from indulging bis inclina- 
tidh, It atk Þ 


5 e TS D r 3751 452 VIII WW, 
at tyelbe Irs of age; * rad not th 0 ame un- 


perſecutor, to whom I was ſold rather than pror 
Let me not + anticipate 


: ſibly the remembrance of my own. We muſt ä 
part, my dear friend, that i is, 1 and r my packet, , 
I have more than two hundred weight of cloathy 


ita ſtrong rugg, and furniſhed with liquors and 
Firits of wine, They have made me drink a 
glaſs of Eau de Vie, and my companion, who i is 


* 
- 
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lier? town of the king of Sardihia's territories, 


"Provincial who had nothing 


at all, They ſoon found that there was no 
Ty H 3 JA living 


w 


* 
i dro p Y n * 2 "IT" _— — * a, 
„r e er OA 4 n „ 40S A+ ” FP — — * 
* * / ” 2 ” g/ * 5 - D 
F 3 * p 


af Av Me Bn ine rho ir rent eee : jak — e 
7 * P g OT f „ r e * «ho. \ ** 245 * n N 


- Mb oy 0 2 2 ) O * 3 
e 0k ERAS LS HSE ee OO OO AO 
. P * N a 38 N N ” F N 2 9 105 2 V _ 
# a ; p \ 8 : 
* * 
"is 


2 » 
- 
F . 
L = " % 
f 
4 
1 
* 1 
7 
0 
4 
8 
* 
* ö 
1 


che harrbwnefs of her fortune not permitting 


Was „e ery pomertl, 


eee but N - 


and: puniſhment, in an union from which they 


divided: this ill-united couple; and my mother 
was left a widow with no other child than my- 
if. She was naturally fond of retirement, and 


her to ſupport at Nice a figure ſuitable to her 
zank;: the retired to a houſe in the country, 


Whole fortune, having been obliged to fell tbe 


reſt to pay her huſband's debts. -The lord of 
the manor to which our farm belonged, having 


ſeen my mother at church, fell in love with 


her, and, as he was rich, he thought he had 
nothing more to do than to make propoſals : 
but my mother had ſuffered too much from her 


firſt marriage, to engage in a ſecond. She was 
à virtuous woman, and did not want under- 


landing, — — kind ; for 
which it was bs 20 make her change; 
_ wants,” re with her, was 

Beſid ptation in this caſe 
Mr. — o(that 
Ct? 7 MR was 
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ww the name of her af bled ava the moſs! 
_ difagreeable man in perſon, and, at the age of 


chirty-five, had a face of fifty; broken, wrinkled; 
ſhriveled, blear-eyed,: toothleſs — His wealth 


alone could have made any compenſation.” But 
| my mother, unfortunately, did not conſider: her 

own intereft, though ſhe was anxious for mine. 

Next to her liberty, which ſhe prized above all 


things, I was her idol. Had 1 been ſixteen, 


aid ſhe, or had Mr. De Marſin been an hundred, 


I would have married him with all my heart, to 


| have made the fortune of my dear Emerance. 
But conſidering De Marſin's age, my facrifice 


would be uſeleſs : I mizht have other children, 
who would deprive-her of a part even of what L 
have. She, therefore, peremptorily told her 
hover, that ſhe had made a vow of widowhood ; 


and added; that in the capacity of a friend ſhe 


ſhould. have no objections to ſeeing him often. 
This man had, undoubtedly, qualities which 


| the thought ſufficient for friendſhip: beſides, I 
the was dependent on him i in many little circums | 


ſtances relating to her farm, which might have 
given her trouble, if he had carried -his-lordly | 
rights to the rigour. Mr. De Marſin being con- 
vinced of my mother's obſtinacy, when once ſhe 
Had reſolved, no longer importuned her and 
ow hunſelf happy enough to change che 
_ — H + title 
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title of lover into that! of nend. It was mi- 
Aanthtopy that had made him live in retirement, 
land that: was not the only foible of his diſpo- 
Stionls m) ib ſtare would have it that his-faults 
avere preciſely the ſame with thoſe of my mother, 
and ſympathy united them ſo ſtrongly, that he 
did not paſs a day without viſiting us, or in- 
witing us to his houſe. Notwithſtanding the 
 _ 2nftacence of their intimacy, the country-people 
were ſoon fcandalized, and the rector himſelf, 
; he was a pious man, thought it his duty to 
acquaint my mother with the cenſures ſhe had 
occaſioned. Why don't you marry Mr. De 
Marſin, ſays he? Nothing but the proſpect of 
an approaching marriage can authorize ſuclr aſ- 
ſiduous attentioꝑs in any man. Vour daughter 
is ſo young that it cannot be ſuppoſed Mr. De 
Mlarſin viſits you on her account. It is only 
yourſelf, then, that can be the object of his af- 
bBduities. Tou ought, in conſcience, either to 
marry him, or refuſe his viſits, to avoid ſeandal. 
Las then ſeven years old, but ſo much grown, 
Sg I-might-have paſſed. for nine, or ten; and 
5 my mother, who was not diſpoſed to do what 
the rector required of her, laid hold on the ex- 
4 n be had offered her without thinking of it. 
y daughter, fir; ſaid ſhe, is not ſo young a 
ee appear to r is delicate and you 
1 need 
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0 — and he. already eil, ber 


Kale 5 titles: but it excited no 
difagreeable emotion at an age when I was in- 


capable of reflecting on what it meant, and on 
hat he ſurely could not think af. The rector 
ſhrugged at hearing my mother ſay this: that 
marriage, madam, ſaid; he, appears to me a very —- | 
ümproper one, nevertheleſs, you are miſtreſs ß 
your own daughter. Upon this he left her, ans, 
out of pure charity, told every body, that my 
mother was not a woman of looſe character, but 
fool; yet that he thought it impoſlible: ſhe 
ould be ſo egregiouſly abſurd as to think of 
marrying her daughter to a man who had been 
her lover. Mr. De Marſin laughed at firſt at 
the manner in which madam de Vaſque had got 
rid of the rector] but by the habit of talking of 
this pretended marriage, it loſt: the appearance 
er notwithſtanding, he did not ven- 
ture to explain himſelf upon it, and was con- 
tented with ſaying, that he was. ſorry he was 
not ten years younger, or I ten years older. 
Such trifling as this put into my mother's head 
| FD iden of realizing chis fable of hes! 
| 999%, . own 
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WO ih a he had: gan lar xp 
1 | ned of cr wo not make her daughter 
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: t cated this fine ſcheme to 
Her woman, Who was ſiſter to our farmer's wife. 
Mr. De Markn, faid, the, will be no more than 
Forty, when my daugher is twelve, and at that 
en a Rill a man- It i is true, he has bad ; 
| Health, but that is the very thing which makes 
ue bir the more of this marriage. My daugh- 
5 5 yhulc . young, and unacquainted with the 
will not find out the diſagreeable cix- 
um K an des of ſuch a marriage; and when time 
Hall open. her eyes the will be on the point, of 
ning a rich widow; for it is certain this 


. ve 1 Candace Rage Gato Gerd — 


2 may be capable of reaſoning about the mat- 


Ae, the agreeable proſpect of the future will re- 
concile her to the preſent. Theſe curious Argy= 


; nevertheleſs, the durſt W 
e be the would have gained nothing by ĩt; 
1 WO: ho was PRE So +4 


as 2 E T 1 4 8. 85 
mind, and a falle 9 The farmer's Wife, 
who had been my nurſe, learned from her iter, 5 
that this marriage Which had at firſt been no 
more than a fable, would one day take place in 
_ earfieft. ' This woman loved me like” 4 true 
nurſe, that is, without rime of reaſon. She v 48 
To enraged at this news, that ſhe ſwore ſhe would 
Keane: Mr. De Marfin, ſooner than I ſhould 
be facrificed to him; and Conſtance had much 
a do to prevent her complaining of the injury to 
my mother. To be revenged, "however, for 
the conſtraint her ſiſter had put upom her, tHe 
Toft no opportunity of inereaſing the averfion I 
had to De Marſin, and ſhe fucceeded'but too 
Well. The horrour with which. I beheld him, 
| increaſed with. my years; and, unfortunately 
fer me, he wðas very differently diſpoſed; His 
ove" (for lobe Had grown upon him, through 
idleneſs, 1 ſuppoſe) his paſſion grew in propor- 
ton with it's Sbject, and he thought the fine 
| ti tribes bab fled upon very long.” Fer ob- 
matcy was of ſervice to me on this occaſion, 
f She Had pronounced the word fourteen; and that” 
Wöfd Wis che lay abt the prophets.” It was in 
aim tö think of her abating a fingle day. When 
T. Dad reached my twelfth year, 1 fell into a 
- "Binijbbr vecaftoned Bye my averſion to che in- 
bende Mürrrage. „ Hodker Weul be cone 
bim . into 
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bare ee eee e eee 
awould. reftore my uſlial ſpirits. My nurſe had a 
A hner uber fijteony he had been, from her 
Infanby, with her godmother in a convent? it 
d propoſed that ſheſhould ſend for this daugh- 
ter und Mr. De M arſin promiſed to provide for 
merit | The hopes of a companion reſtored me 
to my good humour; for in early years, mall 
_ thing; diterts the mind. Vet the idea I had 
formed! by no means equalled the pleaſure 1 
und upon he fight of her; and I told Mr. De 
Marſin that I would marry him with all my 
Heart, if he would agree that Annette ſhould 
always live with me. He applauded my affec- 
tion for her, and agreed to every thing. I deſired 
—Surely this man's paſſion for me muſt have 


' theen one of thoſe incurable evils chat defeat all 


zemedies, when the ſight of Annette could not 
make him faithleſs. Figure to yourſelf a young 
Woman, tall, genteel, graceful in the ſlighteſt 
motion ; large blue eyes, perfectly ſuited to her 
hair, that was quite black. All her features 


d formed for each other, and had ſhie been 
2 little fairer ſhe. would: have been a perſest 
deauty. This defect, however, was made up 

by a freſh complexion. In one werd, fhe was 
made to pleaſe, and ſhe pleaſed infallibly atrfirſl 
ei not mention the eee tur 
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baut his dteſs ſhewed the man of quality. The 
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_ Hide jo hegcitiamathbaofepbedia;anhT 
have already ſaid too much for lover, anda 
wife. Undaubtedly you will. think! theſe xyords 
a miſtake, and that I meant to ſay a friend We 
are not talking about a man ſay your hut about 
a fatmer's daughter. Nou are excuſable in fay- 
ing ſo, my dear friend! And was not I then 
likewiſe excuſable, when J ſuffered the deceꝑ- 
tion? Could I be on my guard againſt a paſſion 
that made it's advances under the veil of friend- 
Mip? A woman of greater experience than my- 
ſelf might have fallen into a ſnare that vas fo 
dexterouſſy laid; how then could a girl af 
reared: Ou it is time to e this 
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Us ou told. you Tye my mus col 
eee e bad a. a' thouſand. ſchaingtags 

= break it off, and none of them ſatisfied her z but 
chance compleated her wiſhes. One of othoſe 
ſummer-evenings which, for Sr in the 
countr}, one prefers to 4 ie an: 
ſtorm had obliged a winolier take: refuge at 
the farm. He was attended only by one ſervant, 


farmer's! wife finding that the two travellers had 
not eee little refreſhmegt, | 


BY 1 oy ant. 
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| and -waited-on-them-at table. She was fond of 
talking;'and as I was the conſtant obje&d of her 
houghts, ſhe had nothing more at heart than 
to relate my ſtory to this young nobleman. He 
heard her with an attention which ſhe took for a 
good omen, and, without knowing to what it 
it excited in him a violent deſire to ſoe me. He 
intreated her to procure him this favour, with. 
an impatience which had already the appearance - 
of- love. Alas l my friend! he knew how to 
introduce himſelf as well through the ear, a8 
e the woman, in ſhort,” promiſed him,, 
ſrom a perſwaſton that my preſenee would finiſh: 
what her deſcription had begun. But in this: 
eaſe. it was neceſſary to bring over a domeſtie, 
who was a kind of valet de chambre, to whom. 
Wr we _—_— hemp arp bee 
n was d ey dene; thoſe gihty ting; 
always ready to gratify the paſſions of their 
maſters, when & to profit by it; and 
this valet, whoſe its was Dubois; Ken thut 
lis young ward- was as generous! ab his father 
was covetous: In the morning; therefore, they 
were concealed in a place where they could: fre 
me, without being feen themſelves! undo my 
| _—_ ſent me word that fire had got ame ſtꝰ f 
f young 
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young birds for me. The preſent wab co0 edn - 
ſiderable to be neglected : I haſtened to the farm, 
me purchaſe the intended gift, abliged me to, 
ſing and dance. My education, which had: - 
been [neglected in every other inſtance, was 
complete in theſe trifling advantages:;- for my 
mother, who exeelled in theſe two arts, had 
amuſed herſelf with. inſtructing me, and the 


was I gone, than running to the place whete- 


he had concealed the ſtranger, my honeſt '\nutſe- 


aſked him with an air of ſatisfaction what he 
thought of her child My good mother, replied: 
the young man, I have ſeen nothing comparable 
io her? but, alas! the pleaſure I huve had In 
her may coft me dear, if you refuſe your 
plays or your aſſiſtance. I am the only' ſon of 
the matquis de Sainville: I muſt not diſſemble 
with you that my father will at firſt obje to my 
engaging in a marriage that will prevent the 
views he has himſelf. formed on that account, 
but then he loves me with ſo much tenderneſs 
that he will de unable to reſiſt my deſpair. Be- 


ſides, my mother's fortune will be a ſufficient 


proviſion for my eharming Emerance. I ſwear 
defote: Heaven and you that I will not abuſe 
the) ſavours you | ſhall: afford me—Procure 1 me 


ſcholar was ſaid to excell her miſtreſs. No ſooner 
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10 1 and depend upon my gra- 


— pong Oh, as te that, ſaid ; 


ſhe, it gives me no concern; thank God, I am 
not covetous, and all that I wiſh is to ſee my 


dear child happy: then, for what you tell me 


of your father. 1 defy him to ſind à better girl 


than mine, who, beſide her u et 
and pretty carriage, had a father a8 n 
the king; There is only one ere 
plexes me, how you may get to the ſpeech of 
the dear little creature. Aſter theſe words ſhe 

ſtopped, and having conſidered a lit 
marquis that in two days ſhe was to ſend for a 
daughter ſhe had in a convent, to be a compa- 


nion for me. My daughter, Annette, ſaid ſhe, 
is not known here; you are much about her 
age, and nothing prevents your paſſing ſor her. 


Mr. de. Sainville was ready to die with joy, 
wen ſhe had hit upon an expedient which to 
him appeared ſo admirable: his valet de chambre 
would have expoſtulated on the conſequences:z.. 
bat his young maſter ſtopped. his mouth by 


ſwearing that his compliance ſhould. make his 


fortune. The farmer's wife gave Dubois a 
letter to remove her daughter from the gonyent, 
and conduct her immediately to angther, Which 


; eee | 2 
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1 with ker femeval. Rweryedking 
Was executed with ſucceſs; and in fix days the! 
marquis Was N wud mother in the cg 
raſter bf Annete.” #1125462 '@1 21ft 29% ng 3 71 llt 


„Ab no my de F nada, oy Tuc ; 


reſpite.” I could not think without horrour'on* 


the ſource of my misfortunes, and I am at pre- 


ſent ineapable of going on with my narrative. 

vet I muſt: own it is with reluctance Lquft it 
at this place. This opening ſeems to indicate 
faults of a diffefent nature from thoſe of ber 0 


| RE been guilty. ' Suſpend your judgment, n my 


dear friend ! I have nothing in the conſequence” 
to reproach myſelf with but imprudence; and 
my youth and 1 ignorance, 1 hope, Wi IP pleted my 
_ excuſe; M oreover, the marquis, though not 
leſs imprudent than myſelf, was incapable of a 

- crime; ; =his abuſing. the nurſe's weakneſs for 
me, in order to deceive my mother, has, indeed, 
the appearance of one; nevertheleſs I may be 
permitted to excuſe him in your opinion. The 
diſguiſe he took upon bim ſeemed nothing mote” 
than a laudable artifice t deliver an unfortunate - 
girl from the evils to which the was deſtined. 
The paſfions of ei ghteen plead with prevailing 

— eloquence} when à mind yet timorous of any 


thing eriminal "requires encoutagetnent;' if the. 


8 A 
Ber Ustep 1 1291 4 action 


bl 


162 [L. * 1 7 E R 
action may be conſidered in an honeſt 4 57 
and this Was. the illuſion of the marquis. A ſe- 
duction that had not honourable motives, would 
have appeared 1 to him as the baſeſt of crimes— 
On the contrary, the artifice he made uſe of-to 
gain my affection ſeemed nothing more than an 
expedient, which he even thought a virtue; as 
he had- promiſed himſelf never to tranſgreſs the 
bounds of the ſtricteſt decency—He kept his. 
word, my dear! yet that did not prevent his 
bewailing an irregularity, which every thing. 
had juſtified till a more informed reaſon made 
| kim ſenſible of the erime. His repentance, alas 
was not ſufficient to expiate the fault, for which 
Heaven had i in ſtore the moſt dreadful vengeance, 
as I ſhall*inform you in my next letter. It * 
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very polſible that I may yet receive one here, a 

_ the bag weather increaſes—But let t us bleſs the 35 ; | 
f A Providence for all ! N * 
e x 4 q a 8 | 
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Lucr To EMERANGE. 


"OW much am 1 obliged to you, ad 
friend, for the intereſting narrative you 


0 have had the goodneſs to ſend me; and you 


may judge of my impatience for the ſequel of 
your hiſtory by the warm concern take in every 
thing that relates to you. Les, madam, I re- 


peat it; it is not fo much curioſity which makes 


me deſirous that you would not delay the ſequel, 
as the hope of being able to ſerve you. Believe 
it, if your huſband is ftill living, we ſhall be 


able to find him him out— The mafquis will: 


find means to engage the affiſtance of power in 55 


dur enquiries, and he flatters himſelf that they 


will not be fruitleſs. Upon reading the begin- 


ning of your hiſtory I could not forbear wiſhing | 


that it might one day be made public. It would 
afford very important reflections to parents on 
the conduct they ought to obſerve with regard 


to their children: perhaps, however, it might 


only be unprofitable to multiply lectures on that 


intereſting ſubject. The repeated examples of 
misfortuhes "occaſioned by parental deſpotiſm 
hs by and- ſeverity, have, hitherto, been only thrown _ 


away. 


- 
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vill not make uſe of them. 


E * F T „ 
Reaſonable people have no de afion f r 
them, and the reſt, blinded by ſome palſion, 


with an Engliſh gentleinan, who may be num- 4 
beted amongſt the victims of that authority car- 
Fied! 20: exceſs. 1 «ont; - Forbear * piving. 3 
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- vj R * Dun PBELL'S father was a man 


| ofclarge fortune. When he was turned of $ = 


teen, a friend of his died, and leaving an only 
daughter, a. rich heireſs, he appointed him her 
guardian, with a requeſt that he would 'ptove 
a father to her, and marry her when the Would 
be of age. Lady Bel was educated with young 


Campbell, and they loved each other like 1885 


ther and ſiſter. The old baronet beheld their 
friendſhip wih pleaſure, for he had determined 
to marry them, and, poſſibly,” they miglit have 
wiſhed it themſelves, had they not diſcovered 


kl chat they ſhould be conſtrained. —But, fuch"is 


the human heart No advantages can affsct 


teſtation is inſeparable from foreed enjo 


that are not firſt the objects of 'defire'; and de- 
| e 


Wen young Campbell was ſeventeen,; His fa- 
ther took him inte his eleſet, and töld him he“ 
muſt prepare to go upon his travels; afid that he 
5 dis! to take Re 
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of nis friends and, marry. lady Bel. This com- 


e tl 


© indeed, a promiſing girl, but that her character 
could not be determined at the age of twelve; 


that he could not think of engaging with any 
woman, whom he could not love; and whoſe 


_ underſtanding, virtues, ahd defects did hot bear 


ſome reſemblance to his.own. He added, _ | 


he had. no averſion to the child, and that one 


day he might think himſelf happy to obtain 
her; that this day was not yet come, and, in 
| his opinion, it might be proper to wait for it. 

But this was not the opinion of his father. He 


reſembled your lady mother: when he had des 
clared his ſentiments, every thing was ſaid, and 
every. thing was to be done. The tears of his 


ſon were yain, and he was forced to go through 


with it. The day after his marriage, being 


provided with .2 governor, a handſome equipage, 


and 2 bearty doſe of antipathy to his wife, fir 


John ſet out on his travels. His father, ſatisſied ? 


with having married him, furniſhed him abund- 
antly with every thing that could gratify his 
Wants, or extend his pleaſures; but the latter, 
1. he; never. found. This young man con 


 figered. et: al a; eee cites allowed a : 
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” was a, thunderſtioke. $ He- reprefented to - 
iat he was too young to enter into 


n itreyocable engagement; that lady Bel was; 
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Heng of Sidi; he ng Wall es hi extent of 
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dereh beyond the crete, this dow af Tiberty 


n. 1 * mortifying manner, the Timits of that 
ideal freedom with which he had been deceived. 
The moſt ordinary women ſeemed goddeſſes to 


bur young Bnglihman : he ernvied alt thoſk 
who had flill the power to diſpoſe of their hands: 


not that his heart had received the leaſt wound 
during eight years of abſence. He returned to 
England without any attachment, but not with- 
"out 2 violent fear of ſeeing his wife; nor would 
he have returned at all, had not his'own neceſ- 
fities pleaded more powerfully than the intreaties 
"of his father. His only intention was to make 
kim account for his mother's fortune, and to 
"return immediately—He carried his reſentment 
- fo far that he would not even acquairit his fa- 
ther with his arrival, but went to a bagnio: : he 
was afterwards at the play, and fate in the fame 
"box with one of his ſchoolfellows whom he re- 
"membered; Sir John was become quite 2 
ranger at L. enden; and while he was looking 
une FI features of thoſe . 
bad formerly known, in moſt of whom time eg 
made a eapſiderable alteration,” His wanderitly | 
es we by an object that füge 


he, to. himſelf —C 
authority has made me the moſt wretched of 

men, at a time when I might have been the 
moſt happy. The attention which ſir John 
paid to- this lady was too ſtriking to be unper- 
ceived. by his friend, who aſked him, with a 
ſſmile, what he thought of her: more beautiful, 
| faid he, than any thing I ever ſaw! I eongratu- 
late you, replied his friend, on your good taſte, 
and your good fortune; fer, in fact, fir John, 


n 
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2 PS to ſtray no langer. This was a young 
> vith, whale , beauty he Was let. * h 


had. © deve. The jewels mich which” the was 
' cqyered. ſhewed her to be no common perſon, 


and that one might own her for a conqueror 


without diſgrace, Dir John, at firſt, entirely 
gave himſelf up to that intoxication which the 
Light of her charms occaſioned; but 2 little re- 


ion. ſoon ſobered him. I am 


uel father | your — 


y is your wife. Do not you. impoſe. up- 


en me, ſaid he, wich a haftinels that, his com- 


panion attribute to joy? No certainly, anſwered 


the, other, I haue the honour te be well ac- 


t with. eee wat the 
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adapted to each other. She is fair, but then 
ſhe is unanimated ; in ſhort, ſhe has beauty 


which may pleaſe the eye, but cannot touch the 
heart. After this curious criticiſm, he withdrew, 


without waiting for his friend's reply, and his 


antipathy had got ſuch an aſcendant over him, 


that nothing could prevail upon him to viſit his 


wife. His father died of vexation, without be- 
ing able to diſinherit him, becauſe his eſtate 
was entailed. When fir John became poſſeſſed 
of his fortune, he wrote a genteel letter to his 
wife, aſſuring her, that had it been left to his 
- own diſpoſal, ſhe alone would have obtained his 
| heart, but that the conſtraint which had been 
uſed had rendered thoſe chains odious he would 
otherwiſe have choſen. At the ſame time he 
told her that, in caſe of his death, he would 
double the jointure allowed in the marriage- 


| articles, beſide the fortune he had received with 


of. it. He ſent her this letter the ſame day that 
be embarqued for F rance, where he now is, de- 


her, of which he would not touch a farthing. 
At the concluſion, he wiſhed her a happier lot 
| than his own, and owned that ſhe was worthy 


l termined never more to ſet foot in England, 


while his wife ſhall continue in the world — 


What is moſt ſingular is, that he has procured 


* that, he js at pains to 
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make her admired, and that none af his 4. 
quaintanee go over without being charged with 
ſome preſent ſor that woman whom he reſpects; 


eite Howe cannot Ke to live. 1012147 
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Ei prog ps wit that! a n the reflec⸗ 


tions occaſioned by your hiſtory have led me 


they haye made me loſe ſight of what will un- 
doubtedly be more intereſting to you. As ſoen 


Victoria, and thought I ſaw the traces of tears 
dinary tenderneſs that I might engage her to 
open her heart She did not reſiſt me long, and, 
after a few ſighs, the grievance broke out. The 


marquis has, for ſome weeks paſt, treated her 


with an indifference approaching to contempt 
He makes her ſeverely ſenſible that it is to het 


he has ſacrificed wealth, and pretends that ſne 


ougnt to indemniſy him for this ſacrifice by an 
implicit ſubmiſſion to his will, or rather to his 
capriee.” As I was perſwaded that ſhe loved her 


huſband, I thought at firſt that her affection was 


wounded by this conduct; but I was miſtaken; 
madam It was her vanity only that was hurt. 
She loved nothing in the marquis but that rank, 


vhm he pities, perhaps loves, and with whom; 


_ my father was out of danger, J ent to viſit 


and thaſe pleaſures that are in the train of 
Vol. I. N mien 


"uw 
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riches, and that reſpeRt which a title drawn * 
it. The change in the marquis affects her no 
otherwiſe than as it ſeems to prove the weakneſs 
of her charms. I dread nothing ſo much as 
that ſhe ſhould conſole herſelf by trying their 
force on others. What adds to my fears is that 


ſhe is connected with women of no principle, 
who have all the danglers about court in their 


train. I would have repreſented to her the danger 
of ſuch company; but the fire with which ſhe 
undertook to juſtify the conduct of theſe women 


it. Her huſband does not appear to have the 
ſame anxieties that I have in that reſpect; he is 


even apprehenſive that I ſhould fave his wife from 
the danger that threatens her, and labours to 
| deprive me of her confidence. He turns all my 


actions into ridicule, and haughtily applauds 
himſelf upon his eſcape from what he calls my 


prudery : according to his opinion, twenty in- 


trigues in a wife are much leſs troubleſome to 
her huſband, than that affectation of morals he 
ſuppoſes in me. With ſuch leſſons, it is eafy 


to foreſee what meaſures his wife will take. 
Perhaps ſhe is, this moment, upon the brink 


of deſtruction, while I have not the leaſt power 


or means of ſaving her. It is not from Victoria 


I learn what pains the marquis takes to deprive 
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| me of her friendſhip; it is from Henriettk „ 
have my information, who being divided be- 
tween Victoria and me, has not power to ad- 
here to either excluſively. She agrees with me 
in all I ſay concerning the danger of that com 
pany with which her connections grow ſtronger 
every day; and as ſoon as I am out of fight, ſhe 
ſuffers Victoria to drag her away, and gives her- 
| ſelf up to thoſe diffipations that harraſs her to 
death, merely becauſe ſhe has not power to re- 
fuſe her. Behold, then, in what a ſituation T 
am betwixt our two poor friends, to whom 1 
ſhould not fail to appear both ridiculous and 
odious, were I to oppoſe with violence the tor- 
rent that bears them away. I told them of 
your departure for Piemont, without ſaying 
any thing of your return — Henrietta ſeemed 
truly affected at your removal: Victoria endea- 
voured to appear ſo; no! do not expreſs my- 
ſelf right — She received the news with two 


very different emotions, that rendered her beha- 


viour equivocal. She certainly loves you, but 
then the fears you more. Her affection makes 
her. ſorry for your diſtance, and her fear makes 
her look upon it as an event that rids her of a 
troubleſome cenſor. I have not the aſcendant 
over her that you have; yet I ſee ſhe fears me; 
ge counts the days I am to ſtay here, and is 
| 1 . impatient 
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| impatient for the time when I ſhall return into 
the country. Poſſibly you may be ſurpriſed, my 
dear friend, that I ſhould think of quitting Paris, 
when the ſeaſon is ſo ſevere, and the country 
has ſo few charms. - I refer you to the reflections 
that your letter  occafioned. It has convinced 
me of the neceſſity of that Chriſtian perfection, 
which I thought ſo ill-adapted to my condition, 
and which I now perceive to be abſolutely in- 


* 


diſpenſable. I have reflected on a thouſand cir- 7 


cumſtances of your- life, which to me appeared 
indifferent, and have found it one continual 
chain of little concealed virtues, which were 
laſting without eclat, and which I propoſe for 
my pattern. 

I sHoULD of courſe have ſtaid in Paris at a 
ſeaſon when it looks like ſingularity to go into 
the country, had not Providence furniſned me 
with an unexceptionable reaſon. A very fine 
houſe we have at a ſmall diſtance from Paris, 
has been damaged by fire; and the marquis was 
informed that it was abſolutely neceſſary he 
| ſhould go to order repairs—He has been ſimple 
enough to give it out that I deſired to accompany 
him — This abſence will laſt long enough to 
eſcape the follies of the carnival, which we ſhall 
paſs at this ſeat. The pleaſures of the ſpring - 
| will 
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will follow, my lying: in will come on, and I 
hall inſenſibly break my acquaintance of the 
cuſtom of ſeeing, me in all parties, as hath been 
the caſe ſince my marriage. I ſhall employ the 
time of this retirement in examining my heart 
with regard to its love of earthly objects My 
attachments lie in a narrow circle; nevertheleſs 
they are but too ſtrong. I ſhall learn alſo whe- 
ther it is not poſſible for me to purify my inten- 
tions. I perceive but too well, my dear friend, 
that without your ſage inſtructions, I ſhould 
have indulged myſelf in the exerciſes of Chriſtian 
ch arity merely to gratify my heart, and without 
any reference to God. You know I am natu- 
rally beneficent; . hitherto I have been generous 
only; I am now endeavouring to ROE cha- 
table. 

ä Tun company of my little Mary will fill up 
all the time that my duties ſhall not require. I 
eannot expreſs to you the friendſhip I have for 
her, or the pleaſure ſhE& affords me: it is ſur- 
priſing that a girl of her years ſhould have ſuch 
a cultivated mind; it is not only formed for the 
agreeable, but ſolid, at the ſame time, and 
| ſublime, The genius of this amiable child has 
led her to the nobleſt enquiries : the mathematics 
and the Rudy of - the dead * have been 
he 1 3 the 
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the amufements of her infancy Vet extraordi- 
nary as her capacity is, it is but by accident you 
diſcover it— Nothing fo fimple, ſo plain as her 
_ converſation-—'She was in my cloſet the other 
day, when a woman, a mere woman came in. 
Her buſineſs was to conſult me on a new faſhion 
which the intended to introduce. You know 


what a dunce I am in this ſcience; Mary ex-"— 


preſſed herſelf in the finiſhed language of the 
toilet, and this lady admired her as a prodigy— 
As ſoon as the was gone, I aſked her how ſhe 
| could have the patience to facrifice a fingle hour 
10 ſuch frivolous things? What would you do, 
Gig ſhe? One muſt live a little for others; 1 
bave made-this poor woman happy for twenty- 
four hours at leaſt -I muſt own, my dear, that 
I could not but reſpe& and admire the ſentiments 
of this child. Behold here then one of thoſe 
things which I intend to adopt in the plan of 
life I am meditating ; that is, to bear with 
 eomplaiſance the teazing of fools. Ves, ma- 
dam, I will bear it, and bear it without pain. 
How ſhameful, if a girl of fifteen ſhould do that 
out of humanity, which I ſhould refuſe as a 
duty to the Supreme Being The marquis, my 
huſband, is charmed with this little incagnita. I 
told you that her chamber communicated with 

our apartment, and we paſs as much time to- 

>. Lt gether 
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gether 28 we can ſteal from the public. It is by 


her choice of books that we have diſcovered the 
progreſs ſhe has made in the ſciences — The 
marquis, ſurprized at a taſte ſo ſingular in a 
girl of her age, enquired into the cauſe of it. 


It is to love, anſwered ſhe, that I am indebted 
for it. It was that which made me adopt the 
taſte of the man I love, and with whom I ex- 

pected to paſs my life. You are ſenſible, madam, 


how much this diſcourſe muſt have excited my 
curiolity ; it almoſt overcame our diſcretion, 
and the fair ſtranger aſſured us that ſhe hoped 
to be ſoon able to ſatisfy it. She has written 
ſome letters which ſhe deſired the marquis to 
put into the poſt himſelf, becauſe they were of 


ſuch conſequence to her, that ſhe would not 


truſt em to any other hand; and ſhe aſſures me 
that the anſwers ſhe expects will determine her 
to open her heart to me. 


= Tu 18 1 3 conclude like the reſt, with 


# deſire to. fee you and the dear object of your. 


journey with us. We are now approaching 
ſome ſtages nearer you—O that I could over- 
leap. the whole ſpace that divides us! Do not 


blame me for the impatience of this wiſh : * 
| 6 me the bad exam G | 
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LETTER XXV. 
EMERANCE TO LUCY. 
HE happy moment approaches that muſt 


realize my hopes, my dear marchioneſs ; 
in one hour we ſhall paſs the mountain, and 


5 


| when we are once over it, nothing can tetard 


Yet another ſtop, my friend; 


our proceſs. 


[754 we muſt paſs the reſt of the day at_the hoſpital 


on Mount Cenis; but my porters are perſwaded 

that to-morrow morning we ſhall get out of 
this purgatory, which does not conſiſt of fire, 
but of ſnow breaſt-deep. The cold continues 

exceſſive, and I have made uſe of my liquors, | 
rather out of complaiſance than any real neceſ- 

ity, fo well am I wrapped up. The nearer I 
approach the end of my Journey, the greater 
ought to be my jay ; but I perceive freſh ſources 
of miſery — However, to make you a better 
judge of my n, 1 | ſhould go © on . "wy 
narrative. „„ LEP 


Sequel of the Hiſtory of EMERANCE. 


* YOU remember that the young marquis de 
| Sainville was introduced to me in the character 
of Annette, He removed, as I told you; that 


melancholy, which had alarmed my mother, 
8 2 — S L DR) : who 


* 
who applauded herſelf on the ſucceſs of her 
views, and was determined to hear no objections 
on the ſubject of marrriage, or at leaſt to leave 
no means untried that might leſſon my averſion 
toit. Annette had a great, aſcendant over me; 
ſhe, therefore, determined to make uſe of her 
influence to engage me to a ready obedience— 
She took her aſide, expatiated in high terms on 
the large fortune, and good character of Mr. De 
Marſin, and promiſed to procure an advanta- 
gious match for her, if ſhe could obtain my 
conſent in an affair ſhe had ſo much at heart. 
The pretended Annette applauded my mother's | 
prudence, enlarged upon the happineſs I might 
expect from a marriage that would ſhortly leave 
me a rich widow, and promiſed to manage me 
| fo well, that ſhe would bring me to wiſh- and 
follicit it myſelf. F rom that moment I was 
left te the care of my diſguiſed companion, 
. who, under the pretext of gaining my confidence, 
never left me from morn *till night, and em- 
ployed the time in inſpiring me with ſentiments 
very different from thoſe with which ſhe had 
flattered the expectation of madam de Vaſque. 
As this odious marriage was the object o of my 
continual terrors, I could talk to my compa- 
nion of nothing elſe. One day when this re- 


flection affected me in the moſt diſagreeablE 
WY _— manner, 
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manger, Annette, who came up. to me at the 
end of the garden, found me in tears; as ſoon 


as I perceived her, I cried I am determined 1 


never will marry Mr. De Marfin ; I will ſoonet 


die a thouſand deaths. My dear Emerance, 
anſtered ſhe, do you think that your objections 
will be heard, or that you will be left to your. | 
own choice? Tou ſay you had rather die; but. 
you cannot ſeek your own death, without tha 
greateſt crime: nay you wauld be guilty of twa 
at the ſame time; for were I told in my con- 
vent that you were dead, do you think it poſſi- 
ble I ſhould ſurvive you? What |. anſwered 1 


In terror, will, you return. to your convent and, 

forſake me? It muſt be ſo, replied the pretend- 
ed Annette, with an air of conſternation I ſee, 
chat you will marry, Mr. De Marſin, in ſpite of 
yourſelf, and that you will be the moſt miſera-. 
ble woman in the world. Do you think my, 


| Heart could bear to ſee you in continual miſery ?. 
Oh. no, my dear Emerance ! I muſt make the 


beſt of my way to my convent, where I was fo. 
- happy; where all the nuns, and their boarders are 
28 contented as queens— But I ſhall be no more 
ſo, added ſhe, pretending to wipe off her tears; 
my good friends will embrace me; but I ſhall 


think of you, and that will make me miſerable. 
O * 9 God ! what a wretch | _ ried J. ſobbing; 
| . , 5 
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As cannot I have the liberty to follow you: 
into the convent ? — My dear, ſaid ſhe, you. 
| Have put a thought into my head. The abbeſs 
is the beſt woman in the world. When ſhe was 

young; they. would have married her againſt her 
inelination. She has told me this a thouſand, 


times: it was. in this convent ſhe took refuge, 
and ſhe has great compaſſion for thoſe poor 


girls whom they would force to marry vile 


huſbands that they cannot love. I am ſure this 5 
lady would be exceſſively ſond of you; let us 


fly, then, to this conyent, where no. one will 
think of ſeeking you. Mr. De Marſin will give 


you up for loſt, and marry. another woman z 
after which; you may, write to your mother, and. 
ſhe muſt,.of. courſe, , pardon you. If ſhe ſhould: 


refuſe, we. can but take the veil, at the worſt. 
With all. my heart, cried I, in a tranſport of 
joy; if. I can but eſcape De Marſin, and always 


enjoy your company, I ſhall.be content. There 


is but one thing that. gives me uneaſineſs I 
love my mother, and ſhe will be enraged againſt. 


me. But is it, my dear Annette, is it very 


certain that they can marry me againſt my will? 


How is it that people are married? The mother, 
ſaid Annette, ſends for a prieſt; then they take 
your hand, and put it into Mr. De Marſin 's, 


| and all is over. Let us. fly ſaid I, | baſtly++My 


ES mother 8 


my hand, without regarding my cxies; eee is 
_—_— 6 could not avoid: it. e 

eee my an i 1 was . 
quite thirteen, that I lived in this country-houſe 
_ excluded,” in ſome meaſure, from the world 
without any other company than my mother, 
and Mr. De Marfin, who had good reaſons for 


keeping at a diſtance all that might open my 
eyes, or give me any knowledge that might be 


prejudicial to their views. To ſuppoſe this, 
muſt be to ſuppoſe a profound ignorance, and an 


entire facility of deception. Sainville availed 


himſelf of it, and the integrity of his inten- 


tions cannot juſtify his conduct. But then he 


was a mere boy—Romances had been his only 
Rudy, and he had learnt from thoſe that every 


thing was lawful for the gratification of a 


violent paſſion. He has owned to me ſtuce 
that the falſe principles he drew from thoſe 


books had ſtunned his conſcience, or rather had 


given kim that deſtructive intoxication of 
| mind, which raiſed him above remorſe. 


1 Tor» you that the marquis arrived at the 


farmer's with one valet de chambre, called 


Dubois : : the reſt of the ſervants that ſhould 
_ have 
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have accompanied him on his Ua were 
waiting for- him at Ville Franche. Dubois hat 


been ſent to diſmiſs them, and was returned td 5 
2 neighbouring village, where he waited his 


maſter's orders. I think I told you that this. 


valet had likewiſe the confidence of his old 


maſter. (very worthy to be ſure he was of it) : 


He had ſold himſelf, however, foul and body 


to the young marquis; yet he did not look for 


the cataſtrophe of this intrigue,” and would have 
remonſtrated — The marquis told him coolly 


| that he had taken his reſolutions, that he could 
not live without me, and if he refuſed to ſerve _ 
him, the next friend he would” have recourſe 


to ſhould be his ſword. Dubois knew his 
young maſter, and believed him capable of exe- 


cuting his menace, which would have deprived 


him of his expected fortune; he, therefore gave 
into all, and nothing now remained, but to bring 
oyer my nurſe. This woman. had proceeded 
too far to go back: ſhe thought the ſcheme of 


the marquis admirable He removed her fears; 


for ſhe was afraid that ſome unforeſeen event 
ſhould diſcover her impoſition, and ſhe was now 
only concerned to ſecure our flight, that ſhe 


might eſcape herſelf with impunity. The mar- 


quis aſſured her that he would marry me at 


Avignon, that from thence he would go to 
| Paris, 
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Paris, and that we might live there unknown 
till he ſhould obtain. his father's. oonſent, which 

he would hardly refuſe, as there oould be no other 


means of ſaving his life. For, I will not diſ- 
ſemble with you, added he: this theft would 


certainly lead me to the block, ſhould my father 
refuſe to. ratify my marriage with Emerance; 


but he will not expoſe me to ſuch a.peril, and 


madam de Vaſque will find herſelf amply indem- 


nified in my rank and fortune, for what ſhe might 


have hoped from the ſacrifice: of her daughter 


to. Mr. De Marſin. This reaſoning was juſt: 
my good nurſe ſaw. nothing dangerous in the 
propoſed marriage; for ĩt never once came into her 
head that the marquis might fail in his promiſe; 
She thought me worthy of a monarch, and that 
the young nobleman had too much ſenſe to let 


ſuch a piece of good fortune eſcape him. That; 


how¾ever, could not excuſe her imprudence; and 
nothing but extreme youth could apologiſe for 
mine. Dubois being ordered to procure a poſt 
chaiſe, punctually performed his office. It was 
eaſy, for us to make our eſcape from a houſe 
where we were not watched. We went to bed 
at the uſual hour, and as ſoon as the maid, who 
lay in the ſame room with me was aſleep, I 
equipped myſelf. Annette waited for me at the 
chamber. door, and we 3 went to the 


farm, 
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fria, where my nurſe having ſeveral times em- 5 


braced me, put us into the chaiſe that was wait - 
ing for us at the diſtance of an hundred paces; 
This. was about. eleven. in. the evening; and 
though. my departure now appeared unavoidable, 
I couſd. not forbear ſhedding a. flood of tears 
upon quitting that houſe; yet I. belieye they 
were occaſioned.only by the diſtreſs in which I. 
| knew I ſhould leave. my mather. That ne- 
*ceflity, which. ſeemed. to. juſtify me could not 
afford me conſolation, The careſſes of Annette, 
the proſpect. of that happy life we ſhould lead 
in the convent. diſperſed my melancholy, We: 
did not change horſes till eight in the mornings 
as the marquis would not take the opportunity 
af the poſt; for. fear that our rout ſhould be dif- 


covered. Dubois had provided two good horſes, 


hut they could go. no, further, and it was neceſ- 
ſary to leave them at the poſt, from whence he 
_ promiſed to. take them away. We travelled four 
bours, longer, and about twelve we arrived at 
Avignon. The marquis then ſtapped, conclud- 
ing himſelf ſafe. For my part, I was extreme - 
y fatigued, and he propoſed that we ſhould - 
ſſtay two days ta refreſh. ourſelves in that town, 
where he aſſured me, we had nothing to fear. 
I ſeemed- ſurpriſed that, after ſo long a journey, 
we were not yet . at the convent; upon 
| which 
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which tie told me that he had been obliged to 
take a large circuit for fear of being purſued, 


We have yet, faid he, a long journey, and dan- 


gerous too, for it is infeſted with robbers. A 


chaiſe with two girls will be an eaſy object to 
attack; but the robbers would not dare to ſtop 


us if a man were in the chaiſe. I have 4 5 


violent inclination, my dear Emerance, to dreſs 
myſelf in man's cloaths—1 thought the ſcheme 
a good one — Dubois who paſſed for the maſtet 
of the chaiſe, was ordered to purchaſe ſome 


men's dreſſes about the fize of Annette. You 
may ſuppoſe this commiſſion was not difficult. 


The marquis's cloaths were produced — He 
pitched | upon a rich ſuit, which he pretended 
to cheapen and pay for. The diſguiſed An- 


nette went into a cloſet to dreſs, and in half a 


quarter of an hour returned in her natural form. 


How do you like me, faid the marquig, thus 
metamorphoſed ? Really, ſaid I, the diſguiſe 


decomes you wonderfully, and it is pity you ar- 
not a boy: for you would make a charming 
one. And if I were. really a gentleman, re- 
plied the marquis, would you have the ſang 
objections to marrying me, as you have to 


eſpouſe Mr. De Marſin? No, my dear frjend,.. 
'  faid I, and was going to embrace him; but the 
maſculine dreſs made me ſuddenly.draw back 


What 


r ® ST ⏑ 
What a fool, then, ſaid I, muſt I be—!1 That 
dreſs frights me; I had forgot that you were 
my dear Annette. I then got into the chaife 


9 from which 1 had alighted, and continued ſay- 


ing to the marquis yes, if you were in the 
place of Mr. De Marſin, I would return imme 
diately to my mother, and would marry you ten 
thouſand times, if it were neceſſary. Take it, 
there is my hand for it. The marquis threw 
| himſelf at my feet, and taking the hand I. pre- 
ſented him, you conſent, then, ſaid he, look - 
ing tenderly upon me, you conſent to be mine 
for ever. What a ſimpleton, ſaid I, my dear 
Annette! Why do not you riſe? Of what 
ſervice would my hand be to you! ? It is not the 
cuſtom for girls to marry; at leaſt I never heard 
that it was: were it poſſible, I ſwear to you 
from my ſoul, that I ſhould love you better than 
all the men in the world. How happy am I, 
my dear Emerance, ſaid the marquis, kiſſing 
the hand I had offered him — you love me — 
Pardon me then for impoſing on you; ſince my 
paſſion for you was the cauſe. You ſhall be 
my wife, and the world ſhall not part us. Well, 
ſaid I, this I knew nothing of; my God! in 
what ignorance have I been brought up? I 


thought one could love men only, and that 


nothing but *, could ſubſiſt between 
girls. 
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girls. It muſt _——_ be love that I feel for 
you, as I love you much more than my mother 
or my. nurſe ; but tell me, pray, wheręfore do 
vou aſk my pardon? Wherefore do you ſay 


that you have impoſed upon me? It is a wickect 


thing to deceive nige I do not thank you ca- 
pavie ow | "TIE el 8 xz +p1h ; 


' You. Hoa imagine. the ne that theſe 
em ply- natural declarations afforded the marquis. 


My queſtion led him of courſe to diſcover his 


name and his ſex, and he propoſed at the ſame 
time to change the friend into the huſband. 
This could be done with eaſe at Avignon; 
where at that time, they married all that offered 
without any enquiry. My aſtoniſhment kept me 
filent for ſome time, and the timid Sainville, for- 


getting the power he had over my heart, trembled 


for fear of loſing me. His terrour was not of long 
| eontinuance — My dear marquis, ſaid I, I ſhould. 

not know how to be angry with you; I ſhould. 
not know how to forbear loving you. Hitherto 
I apprehend there has been. no harm: for my 
mother has often told me that an honeſt woman. 


- ._. Qught to love her huſband, and you are going, 


to be mine — This was the reaſon why I would 
not marry Mr. De Marſin—Oh ! I am ſure I 


never could have been a * wife to him, for 1 
| ſhould, 
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| Hhould hate him, 1 ſhould hate him. Oh 5 


it is impoſſible to deſcribe my feelings. But, 
my dear marquis, whence comes it, chat not- 


withſtanding the pleaſure I ſhould have in being 


married and inſeparably united to you, whence 
_ comes it that I am ſo melancholy ? My heart is 
ſo full that I could weep—I believe it is on the 


account of my mother. Why did not you tell 


her that you would marry me? She would, 
ſurely, rather have choſen you for my huſband 
than that diſagreeable old fellow): is it becauſe 


you are not fo rich as he is? And, ſuppoſing 


I were not fo rich, my dear Emerance, replied 
the marquis, would you refuſe to marry me # 


Oh! no, I aſſure you, I do not regard money; 
| as a proof of which, I would not bring with me: 


two Louis that I had, but gave em to my 


nurſe, when I got into the chaiſe. Vou did 
very well, ſaid the marquis, we have no occa- 


ſion for that money; for I am very rich; but 
your mother would have written to my father, 
who is a great lord, and would not have con- 
ſented that I ſhould marry-my dear Emerance, 
becauſe he would have choſen another woman, 
Who was not fo. amiable as. ſhe, but had more- 
money. And are you very ſure, ſaid I in.terrour, 
that he cannot part us? are you ſure that he can- 
not make you marry that other woman, and ſend: 
me. back to my mother? Ah! what a wretch 


ſhauld 


1 * T ® E . 
ſhould I then be? Sainville did not find 1 556 
difficulty to overcome my melancholy, and diſ- 
ſipate my fears. Inſtinct occaſioned them; in- 
ſtinct and that emotion which had been feebly 
excited, could not maintain their ground again ft 
love. The marquis, nevertheleſs, was ſtill 

fearful, and it was that which made him haſten 
cgur marriage. Before it was concluded, he 
told me that Dubois, whom he ſhould fend to 
procure a prieſt, was not a poſtillion, but his 
valet de chambre, on whoſe fidelity we might 
rely ſo much the more, as he had an intereſt in 
keeping our ſecret, being himſelf an accomplice 
in it. Dubois readily went about the office his 


maſter had given, though the raſcal conſidered 


the marriage we were about to contract as 
nothing more than an idle ceremony, which 

would be no longer binding to his maſter, i 
when his attachment ſhould be over, which Us -- 
' ſuppoſed would ſoon be the caſe. We were 
married the day following, after which we held 
a little council to confider of the meaſures 
proper to be taken. The marquis had left 
Turin by his father's order to go to Paris, 
where he was to continue two years. It was, 
therefore, neceſſary that he ſhould go there. 
The perſons of diſtinction to whom he had 
been recommended, would not have failed to 
| inform 


* 
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inform his. father that- they had not ſeen him, 
Beſides, he had draughts on an eminent banker, 
and the ſums he was to receive would enable 
him to ſupport me decently, till he could bring 
over his father, or till he ſhould be of age to 
enjoy his mother's fortune. Dubois took poſt 


co provide us lodgings which would fave us the 


trouble of going into furniſhed apartments, 


where it would | have been neceſſary to conceal | 


my name, and we hired a poſtillion to drive our 
own chaiſe and horſes. We had a pleaſant 
journey, and Dubois waited for us at Conflans, 
which is a few leagues from Paris, from whence 
he conducted us'to Vaugirard ſtreet, That is, 
you, know, a very retired part, where I might 
remain unknown through the precautions that 
had been taken. The next day the marquis 
Was to deliver the letters with which he had 
been charged; and from Avignon he had writ- 
ten to his father: ſickneſs, he told him, had 
obliged him to ſtay three weeks in that town; 
That he would not venture to write, for fear 
of giving him uneaſineſs ; and that he was 
then perfectly recovered, As Dubois had con- 
firmed what the marquis had ſaid, his father 
did not in the leaſt ſuſpect the impoſition, and 
we found at the . poſt a letter full of the tender 
anxieties 


rr 
anxieties of a credulous an on this imagi- 
e e Gio * | 


enen a town as Paris offered young Sainyille | 

# thouſand means of diſſipation. But wholly 
en up with his love, he diſdained to partake 
of any pleaſures that I could not ſhare with 
him. He abſolutely ſaw no body but his fa- 
ther's friends, and when they prefſed him to 
entertainments, he declared that ſtudy being 
his prevailing paſſion, he was deſirous of giving 
| himſelf entirely up to it. His lodgings were 
in a houſe adjoining to mine, and Dubois had 
taken care that there ſhould be a door of com- 
munication which might ſecure our ſecret; thus 
we paſſed whole days together without any 
perſon's ſuſpecting our converſation. Thoſe 
- whom the marquis's father had deſired to inſpect 
his conduct, after having examined it, con- 
cluded that he was a young man, whoſe only 
fault was an exceſs of ſober applications, —They | 
wrote in this ſtyle to his father, who charmed 
with this extraordinary alteration in his ſon's 
conduct, thanked God and Dubois, to whoſe 
exhortations he attributed this converſion : for 
the marquis had, *till then, a great averſion to 
Rudy. He congratulated the young marquis 
and defired him to be moderate in his new 
attachmen 


- 
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- 


t r r n i 


attachment, which by exceſs, might injure his 

health. He added alſo his expreſs commands, 
that he ſhould take ſuch innocent pleaſures as 
were proper for his age, and to engage him to 

it, he obſerved, that he was yet young enough 
to recover the time he had loſt, and that if two 
years were not ſufficient to acquire that know- 
| ledge for which he had fo great a paſſion, he 
promiſed him not to urge his return, ſo long as 
he ſhould make a good uſe of his time. Do not 
imagine, my dear, that Sainville deceived the 


__ >expeRation of his father with regard to that 


employment in which he wiſhed and ſuppoſed | 
he ſpent theſe precious years. The firſt mo- 
ments, after our arrival at Paris, were devoted 
to each other, to love, and vows of eternal 
fidelity But every thing decays, and tender 
ſentiments amongſt the reſt. My huſband was 
afraid that languor and infipidity ſhould overtake 
aus both; and, therefore, thought it proper that 
we ſhould have recourſe to ſome uſeful amuſe- 
ment: books, he thought, would be the fitteſt 
for me, as I had been brought up in inconceiv- 
able ignorance, . being hardly able to read. 
Whether it were prejudice in my favour, or 
truth, he was perſwaded that I had talents,” and 
he took a particular pleaſure in cultivating them. 
This was a new kind of being that I acquired ; 

| I was 


as till greater than his own. He then found 
himſelf under the neceſſity -of acquiring new 
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more proper. or more effectual to confirm my at- 


tachment to him? His own knowledge wWas but 
little; he had ſtudied like an only ſon; that is 
wo fay, his maſters had worked for him My 
-nitirab diſpoſition, the deſire of pleaſing, and 


an entire command of my time had accelerated 


my progreſs. My huſband ſoon found me as 
Hearned as himſelf, and my paſſion for learning 


inſtructions to gratify my inſatiable thirſt of 


Knowledge. He continued from” indlifiation = 


what he had at firſt only begun through com - 
plaiſance, and in one ſingle year he made a 


greater progreſs than he would have done in three . 


an the ſchools. He employed maſters; who, 
charmedi with his application, cited him as a 
Pattern to the people of his age: nothing was 
talked of in Paris but the genius and conduct 


of the young Piemonteſe. He was wiſhed for 


in the beſt companies; and many a mother 


thought herſelf happy in a ſingle viſit from him, 


chrough the hopes of obtaining him for a ſon- in · 


law Many advantageous offers were made to 1 
his father, but when he was conſulted on the 


ſubject, he anſwered peremptorily, that he N 
determined not to marry till -and 


twenty, and the deciſive manner in which. he 


expreſſed himſelf freed him from further perſe- . 


A YEAR paſſed delightfully away; and my 
huſband and my books were the whole world to 
me. It is true, that from time to time I felt a 
painful remorſe, occafioned by the unhappy ſi- 
tuation in which I had left my mother, and 
fears for what might become of myſelf, ſhould 


my huſband's affection abate. One year more | 
had enlarged my underſtanding, and had given 


a keener edge to my reaſon, as I had employed 


I it in thoſe ſtudies that laid open to me my con- 
duct and my duty. My huſband, far from con- 


cealing from me the riſque T had run, freely ac- 
knowledged our mutual indiſcretion, and looked 


upon my ſeduction as a crime. But with re- 


gard to the conſequences he ſet my heart at reſt. 
The eſteem, with which ſome good qualities 


that he found, or imagined he found in me, had 
inſpired him, was joined to the tendereſt love. 


An union founded on thoſe two principles is in- 
diſſoluble. I was ſenſible of it, and my fears 
were no more than involuntary emotions that. 
vaniſhed on the moment of reflection. It was! 


not the ſame with my remorſe. My huſband” 1 
| Partook of it, and felt it in a more painful de- 
Vor. J. . K — 5 _ 
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_ gre The ſacrifice which my mother had made 3 
of my happineſs to her caprice, ſeemed to fur- 

niſh. me with an excuſe which he had not. It 2 

was the. beſt of fathers whom he had deceived. ; 


i! 


He meine e Sri erstas his ion. 


by. to 4 virtuous tom, Sach has was, and it 
grieved bim that he could not reconcile the du- 
ties of a ſon and u huſband. He knew that his 
father was conſidered as an inflexible man, and 
could not flatter himſelf that he ſhould prevail 
with bim eaſily. Theſe reflections. often drew 
tears from us, which were ſo much the more 
painful, as the death of the marquis, the only 
5 remedy for our misfortunes, ſeemed to be at a 
great diſtance: and even the remedy itſelf, had 
it been near, would have given us pain; for he 
was tenderly beloved by his fon, and I ſympa- 
: thized with that ſon ii his affection. The birth 8 

of my daughter diverted theſe melancholy re- 

feRions : ſhe was born the firſt year we were at 
Paris; but the joy this event gave me was diſ- 
turbed by the neceflity Mr. De Sainville lay | 
under of going for two months to Turin, His 
father poſitively required At, and. his refuſal 
might have occaſioned ſuſpicions, which i it would 
not have been impoſſible. to confirm. It was. 


ieceſſary, . that he mould reſolve on 
leaving 


a —— — 
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Py me for a few hel My huſband 
om me the moment of his depar- 


* 


ture, and appriſed me of it by a letter, Which : 
he ordered to be put into my hands at the ſame 

time with my daughter. He conjured me by 
the tenderneſs I had for that infant, to FFT 
my grief, which might otherwiſe prejudice. my 
health, and promiſed to convince. me, by the 
punctuality of his letters, that nothing could 
baniſh me from his memory. He kept his word 3 
yet his proteſtations of tendernefs could hardly 
have overcome my miſery, had not the care of 
my child in ſome meaſure diverted my attention. 
I had taken a nurſe into the houſe, where I had 
no other ' ſervants than a chambermaid and a 
cook, the latter of whom did not kriow- me. 
Sainville ſtaid only three months at Turin. 
The completion of thoſe ſtudies he had ſo hap- 
pily begun, furniſhed him with a pretence for 
haſtening his return, and for prolonging his 
ſtay; ; his father concluding he could not do 
too much for a ſon, Whom he had, as he thought, 
ſo much reaſon to approve. More than two 
7% years paſſed rapidly away, and Sainville, to 
move his father's compaſſion in my behalf, deter- 
mined to preſent my daughter to him. I had not 
the fortitude to agree to this: 1 thought if I loſt 
Were of my child, that I ſhould be totally de- 
ge ES prived 


other meaſures. He had a reſpectable friend at 


Paris, in whom the old marquis placed an entire 
confidence; and he undertook to bring him over 
to our intereſt. This friend was one of thoſe 


ſenſible philoſophers who value vulgar opinions 


as they deſerve to be valued. Far from ſeeking 

to mortify Sainville by unſeaſonable reprbaches 
(at there could be no other remedy for the evil, 
if it was an evil, than the annulling of a mar- 


riage which this worthy friend thought to be 


valid in the fight of God) he gave him all the : 
- conſolation in his power, and defired to ſee me. 1 
After ſome viſits, he told me, at parting,” that! 


was ſuch a woman as he would wiſh” for his 


tu confirm, and ſecure our union, would engage 
him to take a journey to Turin to reconcile tie 
marquis to a fault which was attended with 
fuch agreeable conſequences. However conſo- 


latory theſe promiſes might have been, we ſaw 
him depart with terrour, and waited with trem- 


bling the event of his negotiations. Sometimes 5 


we flattered ourſelves that we were on the brink 


an angry judge reproach us for rebelling againſt 


* ſacred of * Alas! my 
%% friend]: 


upon mo 
e 1 . liged to take | 


of happineſs; at others we thought we heard 


| 
N 
| 
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friend! it was not from that quarter the dreads 
ful accidents were ta come which overwhelmed 
me in thoſe misfortunes! of Which Ig have not 
| ver the on aden, 7 bio v5 one n! eis <Q 
; 20 in; 02d o Jou3i9bnu w_ Deng ; S9o059biatnod . 
+ Yov, amet I had taken a dueferifosonep 
daughter. This woman was ſo well-natured, 
and ſo fond of the child, that I was unwilling 
to wean the little creature, which (for renſons 
not unknown to you) we called Annette- Be 
tides, the goodneſs of her diſpoſition, this vnurſu 
Was a very agreeable woman. Her huſband; 
who was a man of bad conduct, had run in 
8 debt, and left her in great miſery; ſhe was ſo 
| grateful for the little Kindneſſes ſhe had received 
from me, that ſhe. was quite happy when ſhe 
found ſhe. was to continue with the child. But 
not many days had paſſed before ſhe: came to 
| me with tears in her eyes, and defired to be dif- 
miſſed, Surpriſed at her tears and her requeſt, 
fa after the ſatisfaction ſhe had expreſſed, I inſiſted 
on knowing the occaſion of this. She made 
ſome difficulties, hut finding that I ſhould. ac- 
cuſe her of ingratitude, ſhe told me that for ſome 
months ſhe had heen expoſed to the importunities 
3 Dubois. 8 loſt all hope of 
ning her h V kindneſs, had recourſe to vio- 
| kan = lde. * a Rout woman, the 
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eſeaped his brutality, and bore on her face the _ 
marks of his violence ; for it had been covered 
with blood. My huſband, whom I acquainted 
with the crime of his valet de chambre, was 
Juſtly: irritated at the attempt, and forgetting 
thatza-maſter loſes the right of correcting a ſer- 
vant, whom he has made the miniſter and con- 
ſidant of his paſſions, he reproached Dubois for 
his impudence, and threatened to diſiniſs him. 
The valet inſolently anſwered, that he had as 
much right to gratify himſelf as his maſter, that 
I was nothing more than his miſtreſs, and that 
his pretended marriage with me was nothing 
but a farce, which did not diſtinguiſh me from 
other kept women: for, added he, your father 
will conſider and treat it as ſuch, when he ſhall 
1 with your conduct, 


44 — any "RE occaſion, the PF of this 
Voillain's diſcoveries might have prevailed on 
Sainville to ftifle his reſentment, but he had the 

-fame day received a letter from bis friend, in 
which he informed him, that he had overcome 
the marquis's anger; and that he had deſired to 
de acquainted with the real circumſtances of this 
adventure That, in conſequence of this, he 
ſhould go himſelf to Nice, to get intelhgence 


1 r nad; elopement; and if, 
$4 ſaid 
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ſaid this worthy friend, you have told Vi no- 
thing but the truth, we ſhall have a meeting at 


Paris, where you will receive your dear Eme- 


rance from the hand of your father, Sainville 
aſſured of the marquis's indulgence, did not re- 
ſtrain his anger againſt Dubois, but drove him 
out immediately, without troubling himſelf 
about his inſolent menaces. A ſecond letter in- 


formed us, that the marquis, ſatisfied with the 


informations he had received, conſented to our 
| union, and that we fhould fee him in a few 


days. This news was received with tranſport, 


and my huſband being deſirous that my firſt ap- 
pearance ſhould be ſtriking, would have me 


magnificently dreſſed. It was about the time of 
St. Laurence's fair, and I had determined to go 


to the palace to make choice of ſome dreſſes for 
myſelf and for my daughter The marquis pro- 
poſed. that we ſhould take the fair in our way 
from the palace, and J agreed to it. As he 


would not have me appear in publie before the 
arrival of his father, he put up the blinds of the 


coach we had hired for theſe two expeditions ; 5 
and, upon our arrival at the fair, we ordered 


the coachman to wait. We ftaid' an hour at 


the fair, and when we returned it was impoſſible 
to find him. After he had been ſeveral times 


rn we got into ano her hackney coach that 
ei K 4 | | hae 
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had 255 * and drew up 1 blinde, not for 
Fear of being ſeen, | for it was now growing dark, 


birt becauſe * the evening v was cold; and as it was 
Aa 1 55 way to Vaugirard-ſtreet, we were not ſur- 
to be ſo long upon the road. At the ſame 


e were ſo taken up with the marquis's 
arrival, > whom \ we expected in three days, that 


ve did not at firſt- perceive that the coach was. 
got off the ſtones. My chambermaid, who ac- 


13 


. conipanied,, us, made the obſervation. The mar- 


"4 a5 


us opened one of the windows, and percei ived 
5 raogh. the duſk. ſome men on ' horſeback, who 
threatened. to ſhoot him in the coach, if he 
made the leaſt motion. At firſt, he thought 
that they 1 were robbers, and offered them all he 
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had a about him. It is not your purſe that 1 we 


want, Taid one of them; be ſtill, or the life of 


your ur lady is 18 at ſtake. | Nothing but a menace of 


that. 1 was capable of making Sainville ac- 
24 0 for, otherwiſe, he would not have re- 

arded the danger. We went on about a quar= 
15 of ar an hour, and then our eſcort x made the 


chambermaid alight, : and left her i in the middle 


of tl the road. Two men maſqued then got © int 0 


3 53 Þ 24 


the coach, and renewed their | TS wear- 


33h 
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Je e word. We perceived chat they * 
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ich which we travelled all night. During this 
whole time our attendants did not utter a Ungle 
word. But when the break of the day « diſco- 


+ vered me half dead in the arms of the marquis, 


they defired me to take courage, and aſſured 1 me 
I ſhould come to no harm. About five in the 
morning we ſtopped at a bye-houſe, where we 
were offered ſome refreſhments. I have not told - 
you what I ſuffered during that cruel night; 
but you may ſuppoſe it, and, at preſent, I dare 
| lay that you experience ſome part of thoſe pains 
and anxieties I then felt. The greateſt. of all 
was that I could not ſpeak to my huſband—He 
| preſſed me all along to his boſom, and 1 per- 
ceived his heart beat in fo violent a manner, 
that I thought it would haye burſt through 
his breaſt. All the comfort and encouragement 
| that embraces could give he gave me. Lat firſt 
refuſed what was offered me in the houſe where 
we ſtopped; but a look from Sainville giving 
me to underſtand that we ſhould not fink un- 
der our misfortunes, I took ſome: nouriſhment : : 
this ſeemed to ſatisfy our attendants, 6ne of 
whom aſſured me, that they had no orders to 
attempt our lives, unleſs we ſhould oblige | them. 
to uſe violent” meaſures, and that we were at 
liberty to ſpeak. They afterwards conducted 
us to a kind of barn, where, having ſecured 
K 5 the 
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. the door, they leſt us. Even this little oonſo- 
lation was jomething: after mutually deploring 
our diſtreſs, we naturally oonſidered who could 
be the authors of this violence. Had I been 
: carried off alone, I ſhould have been. afraid that 
+ one; of thoſe. wretches who ſtop at nothing to 
"GU their, appetite, had marked me for his 
Prey ; but then they had retained my huſband, 


5: 4 1 they could have diſmiſſed as eaſily as they 


did my chambermaid. This circumſtance con- 
founded us; and we then concluded that the 
marquis de Sainville had deceived his friend, and 
had pretended to forgive his ſon only to make 
his revenge more ſure. A long impriſonment 
in order to extort our conſent to the diſſolution 
of our marriage, we thought was the worſt we 
had to fear. Our conſtancy offered us a certain 
remedy; ſince it would weary out the cruelty of 
our perſegutor- Theſe reflections would have 
1 3 ſome conſolation, had not the fate of 
our child create&thoſe miſerable anxieties which 
nothing could appeaſe, and which cannot be 
conceived till they are felt. You, my dear 
Lucy, will ſoon become à mother, and you will 
then have an idea of what we ſuffered. What 
ſhonld become of that poor infant? Tbe bar- 
barous man who tore it from our tenderneſs, 
6 de. deve any pity for a child of his own 
Jl : offspring ? 
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2 ? Would it not be i = 0b 
ſtacle to his deteſtable deſigns? This Was à Cir- 
cumſtance in which we could find no enfola- 
tion, and this alone was the- painful object of 
our thoughts, during the five days, or rather 
the five nights, of our dreadful journey; for at 
day break we were always conveyed" into 'bye- 
places, where they moſt commonly kept us but 
of ſight: but as to the reſt they treated us tivilly, - 
and permitted us to converſe.” This conduct 
confirmed us in our opinion, that the old mar- 
quis had procured us to be carried off Vu too 
make the ſame concluſion, madam; ma you 
are 1 and muſt be ages _ 
| 144270 4 
» T-+portD you e waſbans; ebnßemg in 
the indulgence of his father, had diſmifſed Du- 
bois. The wretch left us in the utmoſt rage, 
and was determined to revenge himſelf in our 
deſtruction. - While he was meditating how he 
might execute his purpoſe, he met one of his 
friends who had applied to him to procure him 
a place at the time when he was ſure” of his 
own; This fellow told him that he had entered, 
two days before, into the ſervice of the baron 
de compte'of Nice, whoſe name was De. Marſin. 
At chat word Dubois conceived hopes of dur 
win“ 2 upon my old hover, told dim 
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the ciecunaances — to our flight, and 


part of thoſe that followed: but he neither ſpoke 


of the rank of the marquis, nor of the marriage 


he had contracted with me. In ſhort, he repre- 


ſented me as a woman loſt to virtue, who was 


kept by a giddy young fellow of no name. He 


concluded with aſſuring him, that if he would 
accept of his ſervices, he would find means to 


put me into his hands; and that he might en- 


gage him to it the more readily, he exaggerated 


the i improvements that time had made in my per- 


ſon, boaſted of my wit, and was ſucceſsful 
enough to rekindle that paſſion he had ſo long 


and ſo obligingly entertained. De Marſin pro- 
miſed the wretch a large reward if he could 
execute what he had propoſed; and Dubois de- 


termined to take advantage of the firſt moment 


5 of my huſpand's abſence to carry me off. He 


kept up a correſpondence with my cook, to 
whom he had proniiſed marriage, and the poor 
wretch, ſeduced by that promiſe, agreed to let 


bim into the houſe unknown to any perſon, and 


at urhat hour he ſhould think proper. He had 


he learned from this girl his accomplice, that we 
had agreed to go to the palace, and from thence 


to the ſair Upon this diſconcry, he changed 
=: - ; . his 


got every thing ready for the execution of his 
deſign, which was to be within two days; when 


_ 
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his plan: he watched us, followed: A8 took 
away the coach in which we went; as well as 
every other, except that which he had provided 


us, and n we neee 
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ent my og was what I never ſuſpeck⸗ 
0 ng what I did not learn till a long dime 
On the ſixth day of our journey, about 
| 3 in the morning, our guards ſtopped in A 
_ defert place at a little diſtance from the fea; and 
ordered us to alight. - Reſiſtance would have 
been vain. - The marquis, as uſual; alighted 
firſt, to give me his hand; but no ſodoner as 
me out of the coach than three of the wretches 
ſeized him, while the two others at the door 
prevented my coming out. Surely, my dear, 
grief is not a mortal diſeaſe, ſeeing I ſurvived 
that dreadful moment. I ſaw my huſband 
baſely bound, and gagged to prevent his cries. 
One of the brutes thruſt his handkerchief into 
my mouth, and all I could do was to ſtreteh 
forth my hand to the wretched Sainville, who 
Saving nothing at liberty but his eyes, made uſe 
of them to tell me his deſpair. J ſaw him 
carried into a hoat notwithſtanding the furious” 
efforts he made to diſengage his hands ftom 
thoſe: that bore him ; and the moment he was 
| iN 
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in it I ſave it puſhed from the ſhore with a ras 
pidity that tore my heart. What happened 
afterwards I cannot tell: a ſwoon” that laſted 

ſeveral hours renderd it unneceſſary for the 

wretches about me to prevent my putting an 
end to my life; for I had ſeveral times attempt- 
ed to throw my ſelf down from the coach. 
When I recovered my ſenſes, I found myſelf in 
a bed, ſurrounded by ſeveral women, who in 
vain endeavoured- to ſoothe my diſtraction; ſo 


Violent was it that it drove my reaſon from it's 


| teat, and for two years I had the happineſs to 
de inſenfible of my misfortunes. At the begin- 
ming of the third year a violent fever brought 


me to the brink of the grave: I was let blood 


almoſt to the laſt drop, and when my life ſeem- 
ed ready to expire with another ſigh, the E- 
/TERNAL | PRoviDENCE, in his gracious 
pity, reſtored at once both age reaſon and wy 


health. 


: 


Jvpo of my aſtoniſhment, my dear mar- 
chioneſs, during the firſt moments of recovered 
teaſon. I was in a little latticed chamber, 

+ whoſe only furniture was the vile couch of a 
bed on which I lay, a table, and two wooden 

Chairs. A woman who ſtood at the end off the 

ded ſeemed to lock at me with attention; but 1 

W Was 
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was ſtill ſo feeble that I had neither the power, 
nor the thought to aſk her where I was, or who 
had brought me there. My paſt ſufferings were 
effaced from my memory. Or if I had ſome 
Dight remembrance of them, it was like the 
recollection of a half forgotten dream, wherein 
nothing is preſented to the mind but a confuſed 
idea of unconnected facts and objects, which 
one vainly endeavours to regulate or recall. The 
woman of whom 1 ſpoke, perceiving that I ob- 
ſerved her with unuſual attention, felt my pulſe, 
and finding that I had no fever upon me, expreſÞ- 
ed her joy in a manner that did not eſcape me. 
Upon this ſhe rung, and having ſaid ſomething 
to a perſon whom I did not ſee, ſhe again took my 
hand with the air of one who is apprehenſiue of 
having been miſtaken About a minute after, a 
mam entered whom I did not know My nurſe, 
as ſoon as ſhe ſaw him, cried, the fever is gone. 
Having ſeveral times felt my pulſe and obſerved | 
my eyes, he appeared in the greateſt j Joy, and 
faid to the woman, ſhe is not only free 
from every ſymptom of a fever, but her eyes 
are not ſo wild: ſee how calm ffie is ! I flatter | 
- myſelf we thall have a complete cure both 'of 
mind and body. The recovery of her reaſon 
muſt be owing to the quantity of blood that 
has deen ken from her. I had ſome faint'in= 
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 glination to! aſk he man what de meant, as he 
ſeemed to intimate that I had been an idiot; 
but I had not power to open my mouth; more- 
over, what 1 heard made nothing more than a 
feeble and momentary impreſſion upon me—T 
thought, at the ſame time, that I had no con- 
cern in any thing that paſſed; or, rather 1 
was without thought, and without feeling; I 
neither defired any knowledge nor any change 
of my condition. Some days after, my ſenſes 
were more affected by external objects. I per- 
ceived clearly that the woman I have mentioned 


was intereſted in my preſervation — She often 5 


left me, and never entered my chamber, but 
with an air of concern which ſtruck me. The 
Hirſt clear perception that I had was a ſenſe of 
gratitude to this woman : I reached forth my 
hand to her, and when ſhe gave me her” s, I 
feebly held it to my lips. This mark of gra- 
titude ſeemed to give her the greateſt pleaſure ; 
he embraced me, and encouraged me with the 
aſſurance that I was-in the hands of a tender 
friend, What ſweet tears did that expreſſion 
bring. into my eyes! When I loſt my reaſon, T 
was under the influence of terrour—lI imagin- 
ed myſelf ſurrounded by ruffians and raviſbers; | 
I had not a creature that cared for me ; 1 had 
loſt. my all, The ſweet name of friend was 
>" Bb; i —— 
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abs ftriking to my ear: yet the tenderneſs. 


it excited in me was merely mechanical; my head Sr 


1 was not yet capable of reflecting on the advan- 


tages I might derive from ſuch a title. Weep, 


. my dear friend, ſaid ſhe, do not reſtrain your 


ſenſibility — Your, misfortunes are over. — Ves, 


madam, anſwered I, ſtill weeping, J believe, I 
have had great misfortunes: but my memory is 
gone — Pray help me to reeollect my ſufferings. 
i will, my dear child, ſaid ſhe; but it is firſt 

neceſſary that your health ſhould be re- eſtabliſh- 
ed. After this little converſation, ſhe ſeemed to 
double her cares, and they were ſo effectual 
that, in A fortnight, I was able to get out of 
my bed. In proportion as my ſenſes were 
ſtrengthened, the idea of my misfortunes Was 
leſs confuſed. I eagerly longed to be informed 


of them, and that deſire at laſt became io 


violent, that I preſſingly urged this charitable | 
woman to tell me by what accident I came 
under her care; and whether I might hope, 
through her friendſhi p, for the favour of ſeeing 
my. daughter and my huſband. My dear lady, 
ſaid ſhe, with an affectionate embrace, 1 pro- 
f miſe to tell you "All that I know, and to omit 
nothing, that may make vou happy ; ;. yet, as in 
this, w eak ſtate of health, „ vou ought not, you 
a ae ober any gr Wer. gow = - 
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| 2 ———r days this informa- 
tion. Eager as my curioſity was, this woman 
| 1 ſuch an aſcendant over me, that I durſt 
urge it no farther. She hardly ever after quitted | 
me, and as 1 have already obſerved, ſhe intreat- 
ed me to reſtrain my tears. The plainneſs of 
_ Her appearance had at firſt deceived me, and I - 
took her for a nurſe ; but I ſoon found that I 
was deceived in that circumſtance, and the dig- 
nity of her behaviour made me ſuſpe& that ſhe 
was a woman of quality—T was, in fact, in an 
| hoſpital+of which ſhe was the ſuperior; and, as 
Thad conjeRured, ſhe was of noble birth, She 
was of an extraordinary underſtanding, and 
 Bolid piety, by which qualities ſhe obtained my 
entire confidence. I opened my heart to her, 
| and as the melancholy circumſtances of my life 
vecurred to my memory, I found the greateſt | 
ſatisfaction in making her acquainted with them. 
In that piety which ſhe poſſeſſed herſelf, and 
had communicated to me, I found a reſource 
againſt deſpair. Through all my misfortunes, 
the directed me to acknowledge the hand of 
Providence, and, by degrees, brought me to 
Fubmit to it. It was then that ſhe acquainted 
me with the means of my being carried off 
Mr. De Marſin, who was her relation, had on 


His death- bod entruſted her with every thing 
LI relating | 


* 


L x T 7 E 4 af 


Ts relating to me: he had put me into her hands, 


and, at the ſame time, given her a conſiderable 
ſum, which was to be paid to me, in caſe L 
ſhould recover my reaſon, or continued as a 
penſion, if I ſhould remain in the ſame miſera- 
ble condition. The remorſe of my perſecutor 
haſtened his end; and ſhe deſcribed it to me in 
a manner ſo affecting that I could not forbear 
pitying his fate. The cauſe of his remorſe was 
this. I have already told you that Dubois in- 
formed him, I had run away with a man of no 
conſideration, with whom I lived in a diſorderly 

manner. This falſity made him look upon 

Sainville as an infamous impoſtor, who de- 
Jerved the utmoſt puniſhment. If he could have 
/ brought him to juſtice without hazarding my 

reputation, he would not have heſitated a mo- 
ment to have done it; but being ſtil determined 
to marry me, notwithſtanding the freedom in 
Which he ſuppoſed I had lived with bim, 
he concluded that the thing ſhould not be 
made public, and determined upon a fecret re- 
venge. Unfortunately an immediate opportu- 
nity offered itſelf. Mr. De Marſin had a bro- 
ther in the French ſervice, who was appointed 
governor of Canada: he was then about to 
take the rout of Toulon, where he was to em- 
222 in a king's ſhip, the captain of which 

a Was 
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oa his < timzato friend, 'De Marſin conſulted 
bim on the wieaſures he fhould take in this 


affair and ſpoke of Sainville as an adventurer, 


v had rang iter to > my mother i in a 


intended to e chevalier De Marlin 
concluded that he had nothing more than a 


common ſharper to deal with, one of thoſe 


knights of induſtry, who live by the vileſt 
 expedients' (for Dubois had deſcribed him as, 
_ ach) he therefore thought i it no mall favour 
chat he ſhould eſcape hanging on my account 
ſo promiſed to take him off his brother's bands, 
and paſt him into the colonies. He ordered a 4 
- Hoat to the coaſt, in which the unfortunate 
Sainville was kept till the evening, then con- 
veyed, by night, on board the veſſel, and 
n 1 N as a malefactor. . 


+ 


” tn Dz Msn sel himſelf on the 
. puniſhment he had made my poor huſband un- 
dergo, and took it for granted t that after a hort 
time of grief and anger, I fhould be glad to find 
him ſtill conſtant notwithſtanding n my exception - 
able conduct. An unforeſeen accident, which dif- 
covered to him that he had been deceived, ſoon. 
changed his ideas. The two letters \ we had-rev. | 
e e c me ſo much fad 
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They were in a little pocket, pook that I had 
upon me, together with a copy of the anſwers 
that Sainville had written to his friend, and a 
letter wherein he ſollicited the forgiveneſs of his 
father for having preſumed to diſpoſe of his hand 
without his conſent. The women that un- 
dreſſed me during my ſwoon had taken no 
notice of what was in my pocket They were 
o entirely taken up with my illneſs for n 
| weeks, that they had no timie to think of it. 
But when my diſorder plainly appeared to be the 
loſs of reaſon, and the phyſician aſſured them 
I had no other, it was no longer neceſſary I 
| ſhould keep my bed—In taking up my cloaths, 
they found my pockets,- which they ſent to Mr. 
De Marſin. At the name of the marquis de 
Sainville to whom the letters were directed, he 
was in real terrour. He knew the family, and was 
ſenſible what he had to ſuffer, ſhould they ever 
diſcover the barbarous manner in which: he had 
treated the only heir. But when he diſcovered 
that this young lord was my huſband, and that 
his father was coming to Paris with an inten- 
tion to confirm our marriage with his conſent, 
he fell into abſolute deſpair, and looked upon 
himſelf as the moſt guilty of men. My miſe- 
table ſituation added to his remorſe, and he 
| — 
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KK: employed the remainder of his life to road” 46 
much as poffible, the evils he had Send 
ie ſent an expreſs to Toulon, to acquaint his 
brother of the terrible miſtake they had eom- 
mitted; but the ſhip had ſailed ten days before; 
and all that could be done was to ſend by the 
firſt- ſhip that was bound for North America, 
an exact account of every circumſtance. Mr. 
De Marſin, however, did not live to know the 
event of his letters, and the lady who told me 
knew not whether the governor had received 
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Ir was in ic, I told you, Ny new 
friend had taught me to ſeek a remedy for ſuch 
peculiar misfortunes. I ought here to acknow- 

" ledge it with thanks to the everlaſting Provi- 

| dence—T reſigned myſelf to the difpenſations of 

{ Heaven, ſevere as they ſeemed to be; but it 

| was ſtill no more than mere ſubmiſſion, and my 

| reſignation was not accompanied with that love 
of the Supreme Being, which alane can change 
our Pains into pleaſures + the tarments 1 ſtill 

_ endured were inconceivable; and it was always 

_ with reluctance that I could forbear to murmur, 
ar that I could pardon the 'wretch who had 
occaſioned my misfortunes. 1 did not reflet 
how much I had been humbled by the loſs of 
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p my reaſon ; Nm up with the 
miſerable. condition in which I ſuppoſed my 
poor huſband, to attend to any thing beſide; 

ſometimes in the middle of a converſation, 

or even of an ardent prayer, 1 imagined 
that I ſaw him cloathed in rags, lying at the 
bottom of the ſhip upon ſtones, a little biſcuit 
and water his only food, with which he neglect· 
ed to ſupport a life that was worſe than death. 

At other times I ſaw him wandering over. the 

icy deferts of New France, or taſked with ſfome_ 

painful labour, or dying with the wearineſs of 
toil and oppreſſion, or become a prey to ſavages 
that glutted their barbarous rage upon his body. 

I then ſhrieked with terrour, wherever I might 

happen to be, ſo that they who were ſtrangers 

to my misfortunes, imputed my conduct to the 
remains of my malady. My generous friend 
alone knew the real cauſe of my diſtreſs, and 
forgot not to ſoften it as much as poffible by 
thoſe chimerical hopes ſhe forced herſelf to 
make me entertain. The marquis, ſhe told me 
often, would find means of making” himfelf 
known to the chevalier De Marſin—He would 
undeceive him with regard to the falſe informa- 

tion he had received, and that gentleman, who 
had the utmoſt honour and probity, would en- 
deavour to r his fault by the moſt reſpect- 

ful 


m LET N E Rig. 
ful bondust. :Poſibly, even n] your hus-! 
band fetumed to Europe, and reconciled to 
his further, has no other concern but ſor the 
laſs of you I liſtened to che ſweet ilſufions;” 
bar they Kited not long. If che chevalier De 
E: Mabſitr had been undeceived, faid I to my friend, ; 
he would have been acquainted with my fate, 
and muy Huſband would have haſted to my re- 
lief He is no more My dear, — ſhall fee 
him no more Death alone could 'occafion his 
{Uetice.” Vet, however, anſwered my friend, 
take ſome means to inform yourſelf of his fate. 
Endeavour ſoon to recover yourfelf—You will 
hear in France where the chevalier De Marſin 
is ; you will obtain an order from court which 
ſhall oblige him to produce the marquis, and in 
the mean time you will have the ſatisfaction to 
find your daughter again. Your father-in-law, 
ſoftened by her misfortunes, will, undoubtedly, 
have taken her under his care. Haſte to give 
bim ſome conſolation in that miſery which the 
| Tofs' of his fon muſt have - occaſioned; / And 
with what an eye will he lock upon the wretch, 
cried I, who has brought this trouble and 
diſtreſs into his family ? No, madam, I will not 
go to plunge a dagger into the heart of this 
venerable man, by renewing the remembrance 


of bis misfortunes. Alas! my dear marchio- 
neſs, 
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© | give me that hope. which ſhe:hadnotherſalk} 


fore concluded that: my huſband;, was ne niore 3 


GEE r ur . 80 "a 
neſs/ my compaſlionate- 4 ind Endeavour tor 


She concealed fromome the -fruitleſs, menſures 


ſheichad taken ta findoout amy huſband/ and my 
_ unfortunate! child. The chevalier De Mam 


to whom ſhe had written, abſeluteiy denied chat! 
he had any hand in carrying him off ſhe theren 


and that her relation; being ſure of his ac. 


plieces, would never confeſs a crime which it was 
impoſſible to prove. Theſe fad cireumſtanges, 
ſherat chat time carefully concealed, and would 

have meſtake a journey to Paris, in hopes that 


che exercise, and the .enquires, I ſhould make, 


would divert thoſe painful thoughts that preyed 


upon mę, continually. She, at laſt, prevailed. 
upon me, and - J ſhould not 7 have put off the 
journey, but on the account of ſending an ex- 


preſs to my mother; for 1 was determined to 


throw myſelf at her feet, and aſk; her pardon. 
This meaſure, however, was vain—Heayen,..to 
puniſh my imprudence, reſuſed me that conſola- 
tion. My mother, exaſperated. at an accident, 
which,notwithſtanding her cares, was diſcqver- 


ed, had ſold her eſtate, and left, the country.— 
'Whithes ſhe) was gone, it was impoſſihlę to diſ- 
covera my imprudent nurſe was dead; and 
theſe ſeveral loſſes 15 me as it were in A a ſoli itary 


rr. I, "bo deſert, 


243 
— Brpny * — 
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; evening, abſorbed, as uſual, in melancholy re- 
| Hotions, uchich ſeemed to! wear a gloom of 
more than uſual horrour, as the time approached 
which ſhould ſeparate me from the only perſon 
that was concerned for my, happineſs. My friend, 
who had only left me for a quarter of an hour, was 
frighted at the dejection in which the found me, 
and was beginning to reproach me for it, when 
| e the us; SS RS ee MPI 
hiv blood. The — — 
oceaſioned in extracting the ſword, had reftored 
e . 
L n 
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| ' dreſs his wounds. In vain did a pious prieſt 


1 1 r 4 W 
ticude for the care they teck of is” life he 
wanted to ſnatch it-out of their hands,” and they 
were obliged to bind him, before they” ih 


exhort him to aſk'mercy of God for the crimt 
he had committed; he refuſed to hear him; ad 
uttered ſuch blaſphemies, as made the ſtandert 
by tremble. The ſuperior thought herſelf oblig- 
wretch, and, if - poflible, to open his eyes ts 
that everlaſting abyſs into'which he was"'obſti- 
nately determined to plunge himſelf. To the 


- temptations of deſpair I had been no ſtranger 


myſelf, and I thought that the horrid ſpectacle 
nf #4 man who had ſunk under it might excite 


my gratitude to that merciful Being, who had 
nos abandoned me in the ſame circumſtances. 
+ 1, therefore, followed the fuperior, and draw- 
ing near the bed, on the fide of which lay the 
bloody ſword, which had been employed by the 
wretch to take away his life, no ſooner did I 
behold him than I ſeized the ſword, and puſhed 
at him with a determination to plunge it into 
his boſom. My motion was ſo quick that thoſe 
who flood by had neither time to foreſee, nor 
prevent it, and I ſhould have had more than 
ſufficient time to perpetrate ny crime, if Pro- 
_—_— had not withheld my arm, I tremble 
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while 1 write; my dear _nhighiels; wh my 
| hairs" fland up with hortour. The — 
wauld' have ſtabbed the wretch, a ray of ſupe- - 
— light darted on my mind, and 1 ſeemed to 
nest à voce within my heart which ſald, 41 
moo thed for this wretch the laſt drop of my 
blood; wouldeſt thou take from me the price 
of my pain ?” At that moment the ſword fell : 
from my hand, or rather 1 threw it down more 
quickly | than my arm had been reſtrained; and, 
falling e on my knees, I raiſed my hands and eyes 
to heaven, without any other power to expreſs 
my "unbounded gratitude to that beneficent 
18 Being who had ſaved me from the commiſſion 
of murder. I cannot expreſs to you the rapi- 
di ity with which theſe two things were done; 
it was the work of a moment, and thoſe whs 
ſtood by me, as in ſuſpence, had ſcarcely had 
time to conſider whether it would not be proper 
to lay hold on me for fear of a ſecond attack, 
which might coſt the poor wretch his life, when 
he cried out moſt piteouſy Ah, madam 
85 Why would you heſitate a moment to rid the 
world of ſuch a wretch as I am? "Complete 
that vengeance which the inefficacy of my arm 
has left imperfect; ftrike, ſtab the wretch that 
Jeſerves the ſevereſt tortures—O, no! I am not 


ry to die by ar hand; it is from the 
hand 
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hand of a common executioner I ought tg ger 
| ceiye the reward of. my treachery, Jgiye myr | 
ſelf up to .your care, fir, continued he, endea- 
vouring, to turn his, bead towards, the ſur TgEOn. 3 
ſaye me from a death too good. for my 1 
aud enable me to Sni W on the wheel. 
| WK at the ſtake. en afl ports Het -l 
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js 36 ray my hos fend, were wy. = ings ar | 
chat moment! where can * find terms capable 
of giving the leaſt tketch, of. . ſituation nr : 
Image. to yourſelf | nature ring up in arms at 
the ht of the author of all my ſufferings; for 
you need. not be, told it was the guilty Dubois : 
that was before me. It was impoſſible for me 
to ſee him without ſuch, tranſports of rage as 
17 have made me tear him limb from lichb, 
if that had been in my power. But when de- 
reſtation would have ſhut up my heart to all the 
ſentiments. of compaſſion, a ſuperior voice cried 
aloud—U uhappy woman thy own ſalva N WM "a 
pends on the,conqueſt of thyſelf — The au 
m_ ———— — — 
and thou, guilty: creature, wouldeſt thou ſeek 
for vengeance ?. The merciful Providence has 
pardoned. thy rebellion againſt. himſelf, and has 
worked miracles, of goodneſg to. give thee time | 
fax repentance : e n then refuſe 
pnen L 3 th y 


ponts of the evils Ke has committed? No---erie@ 
Ibatoud; in anfwer to my thoughts; no, my 
God, P will not refuſe this facrifice: and the 
moment I had pronounced theſe words my wilk 
acquieſced im the moſt perfect manner. That 
gracious Being, whoſe liberality is ever ſuperior + 
tthat of his creatures, rewarded me amply for 
the ſacrifice he had enabled me to make. A pr 
found: peace ſucceeded to the cruet' 'agitations* 1 
had undergone; Iſeemed to have obtained another 
heart, and approaching Dubois with a tranquil· 
heey at which thoſe who — ings Shit 
Surpriſed ; live, faid I, live to appeaſe the wrath S 
of heaven; and add not to all your other crimes 
a doubt of that divine mercy, againſt-which your 
offences have been more prievous, than they 
Have been againſt me. I aſk forgiveneſs of that 
Being as I forgive you, from whence you may 
de fure I have entirely forgotten the injuries 
you have done me; but if, notwithſtanding the 
Pardon 1 give you, you ſhould think that you 

owe me any ſatisfaction, I agree to receive it in 
Dis inſtance. Ah! Madam, cried! the poor 
my remorſe ! Certainly, were not my wound to 
carry me te the grave, my grief and my com- 
Y + my; would do itt N bn 
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dies, but am I in a capacity; | 
. 


gotten, "my dexr frond, are . taking dim by 
ments of my | ſoul were convlents with my 
words, and actions; J repeat ĩt to you, heaven 


bad given me a new heart, and it was incapable 
of hatred; that odious paſſion was abſorbed and 


loſt in tender pity) yes, my dear Dubois, every 


thing ſhall- be forgotten, if you really bewail i 


your errors, and aſk forgiveneſs of that Being 
they have off 
reconcile you to bins and can I hate a man who 
is become the friend of my God, and with 
whom I hope to paſs my eternity? Come near, 
fir, ſaid I to the clergyman, who ſtood by, and 
whoſe tears flowed no leſs than thoſe of all the 


ſpectators, come near to this poor penitent 3 


ſupport his confidence, and comfort him with 
affurances of the infinite goodneſs of that mer- 
ciful Being, whoſe miniſter you are. We wil 


retire, and leave you alone with him. Do not 
you agree to it, my dear friend, ſaid 1 to the 


wounded man. I will do whatever you pleafe, 


d who gives you | 
fortitude 


t reme Ys. and hence ariſes 


ded. Your repentance will hen 


„ 4 * r r 
. tude to behold me eue can un 

lou 99 0 108 me, but ean he be willing te 
Pardon ſuch a a villain, as Lam]? The miniſter Jeſs 
nN ee to encourage the confidence 
n „and haying continued two 
Whole h hours —— 3 he returned to me, much 


e W e ale K pit, 


| n LT — this, time in \returaing 
thanks to Heaven for the miraculous change that 
had been wrought in mer misfortunes ap- 
peared to me with a neyy aſpect ; I conſidered 
them as the means of that final preſervation _ 
Which the divine mercy had in ſtore r 
found myſelf under a ſerene and tranquil reſigna⸗ 
tion—l experienced a calm, à repoſe, a happi» 
neſs, which, till that moment, had. been un- 
known to me. Ah! my dear marchioneſs, how 

Ii ght are thoſe pains the moſt inſupportable to 
nature, when it pleaſes the Almighty to aſſiſt us 
in bearing them! The delightful ſenſation I 
then experienced, has ſince been ſuſpended; it 
is not, it cannot be permanent in this life, - But 
the ſalutary impreſfion it made upon my ſoul i is 

| Kill fo ſtrong, that the very recollection of it is 
ſufficient to engage me, notwithſtanding my un- 
faithfulneſs, to undertake the greateſt difficulties, 


and to eee all | obſtacles, e Tam con- 
Anne! 1 6 . vinced 
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vinced that the Slory of wy}? Ces eat 2 
cerned. I had told my friend that Ire equired a 
quarter of an hour to examine my beat at the 
foot of the altar; Ti continued an hou hour and a 
half, and when I was interrupted, 1 bead ſcarce 
be perſwaded that I had been longer than a few 
minutes. I diſcovered to her my new di ſpoſi- 
tion to engage her to join with me in thanks, 
and we went together to conſult the ſurgeon 
what there was to hope concerning the wounded 
man: he told us that he could form no judge- 
ment before the firſt dreſſing of the wound, but 
that he believed it was not mortal. Would you 
believe it, my dear? I was ſo much concerned 
in his preſervation, that I could not think of my 
journey before I knew, him to be out of danger. 
T went into the poor man's apartment, and found 
him under the influence of ſuch ſentiments AS 
were proper for his eternal welfare, and Heaven 
5 inſpired me with the thought that I ought to take 
upon myſelf thoſe cares which his condition re- 
_  quired—I muſt be brief—My dear marchioneſs, 
it would require a ream of paper, were J to tell 
you all his expreſſions of repentance and grati- | 
tude. He recovered ſooner than could have 
been expected, and when he was in a condition 
of quitting the ſick. apartments, he deſired per- 


| miſfion to wait upon me. Madam, faid he,, 
8 boy throwing. 
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_ +» throwing hiniſelf ar iny feet, Iam indebted to 
you for more than my life, for my eternal wel- 

fare. I will employ every moment I have to 
live in the reparation of my crimes—I am going 
to Canada; the chevalier De Marſin cannot 
deny the knowledge of me, for I put che mar- 
quis into his hands—You will - never fee me 
more except with your huſband : and ſhould he 
de in the remoteſt part of the globe, T am de- 
termined not to ſtop till I can bring you an ac- 
count of him. Alas! madam, twelve years are 
gone ſince the departure of Dubois. I know 


chat be embarqued ſome days after he left the 


hoſpital. He has, undoubtedly, periſhed, or 
through the deſpair that the inefficacy of his 
fearches has occaſioned, he has not dared to let 
me know the event of them; for I had certain 
information that he landed in New France: I 
have told you that Mr. De Marſin had left with 
-the ſuperior of the hoſpital where I was a con- 
fiderable ſum. She had kept a great part of it 
from her ſociety, and put into my hands, when 
I'went to Paris, eighteen thouſand livres. This 
woman, of whom I ſhall ever retain the kindeſt 
_ remembrance, was bern in the metropolis of 
France, and her relations lived there. She re- 
"commended me to her brother, a counſellor of 
Parliament, in ſo warm and intereſting a letter, 

that 


and chat he would give me dere to call/bim 
teſtimonies of regard, be L really de ker him 
the moſt perfect filial duty and affection. My 
daughter was the object of my firſt inquiries. 
The counſellor went with me to the proprietors 
of the houſe we had vecupied, who remembered 
without difficulty the time of our removal, as it 
had been attended with extraordinary cireum- 
ſtances. They had received from an unknown 
hand a parcel containing the keys of the houſe, to- 
gether with a letter, in which they were-informed 
that we had quitted it, and that they would 
find the rent in à window. They found it ſome- 
what more difficult to reeollect the preciſe time 
when thoſe keys were returned; but to the beſt 
of their remembrance it was ſoon after we had 
deen carried off. My 'chambermaid, therefore, 
had not waited the arrival of my father-in-law; 
what became of her? what had ſhe done with 
my child? This was what, after the ſtricteſt 
. ſerutiny, we could not diſcover, 1 endeavoured = 
m_ to 


— 
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who had procure us a Feman which 


1 At Length a-private, enquiry 5 
was made whether the rin 4s Sainville had 
5 t up a grand - daughter, the child of 
his ſon z but that gobleman, we were told, had 


neither children nor grand children, and. that 


he brought up on of. his nephews, who u 
be his ber. — Sher OTC," 4 


2 


ledge pad „Tas not mgxe fortunate. in the 

ſearch of my huſband. The Rheralier De Marſin 
died three, months before, gin. his return from 
Canada; and no one had the leaſt knowledge 
of a man whom 1 de cribed by features too deeply 
engraven on my heart. to be effaced from my 
memory. Thus it was. that Providence hid un- 
der an impenetrable veil twp perſons; that were 
ſo dear to-me—l thought he meant to ſhew me 
_ this that. I was! called to leave the world—I 


3 I had paſſed ſome years, 
but the death of my friend put an end to that 


ſcheme; and while, I was meditating in what 


place I ſhould bury myſelf for ever, I found my- 
ſeelf obliged to return into that world which my 
heart had already abandoned without regret. A 


„„ te year 
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year bad paſſed away in fruitleſs ſearches and en: 
quiries; I as ſtill no more than twenty, and 

though my ſufferings had caſt an air of melan- 

chaly over. my countenance which might make 
me appear older than I was, far from impairing =_ 

my, figure, it ſeemed adapted to my features, and Þ 

rendered them more ſtriking. The. brother of 

my friend ſeemed not to know that 1 had beauty; 

not a word. of his, nor even a look bad told me 

: that he had any other ſentiments for me than 
thoſe of a father, - Alas! I was ſurely, born for 
the torment of all that were concerned for me. 

1 He loſt an aged, female, relation who lived with 

him, and / by means of whom he could entertain 

me with the more propriety. This accident occa- 

ſioned me to haſten the execution of my. de- 

ſigns. I made them known to him, and was 

aſtoniſhed to ſee his eyes filled with tears Will 

you leave me, then, my dear marchioneſs, ſaid 

he, reaching forth his hand to take hold of mine ;. 
2 but, ſtarting back as if ſomething, which I did. 
not ſee, had frighted him, he added, yes, leave 
me, you cannot do it too ſoon; notwithſtand- 
ing, it will ſtill be too late for my repoſe. With 
. theſe words, he went out, and left me in mo- 
v4” tionleſs aſtoniſhment. Had I had a little more 
experience, p 3 might have diſcovered that theſe 
were not the words of een, but I really 
6 | : he conſidered 
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2 Were ſuggeſted by the i 
—— qo nope even wept for grief at 
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conſidered chem in thar light, und that they - 
iencles to which 


the thought, and , during it's firſt emotions, 1 
could not forbear crying but, My God, what 
an unhappy woman am 1 L As pronounced 


theſe words aloud, the door of the hall in which 


I fate, opened, and a lady entered, whom 1 


knew to be of quality by che richneſs of her 
dreſs. She had heard my exclamation, and 


having looked upon me attentively, aſked with 


an air of concern what had occaſioned me to 
complain and weep. I was never made to dif- 


| ſemble, and moreover, this lady had the cha- 


racters of a good heart fo- ſtrongly inſcribed on 


her countenance, that I found myſelf drawn un- 


avoidably to relate what had paſſed. She was ſo 
much furpriſed at my total want of experience, 


that ſhe could not forbear ſmiling, and giving 


me ſome vague expreſſions of encouragement, ſhe | 


ordered the counſellor to be called, to whom ſhe - 


was come to recommend an affair of which he, 


as judge, was to make the report. This worthy 
friend, whom ſhe interrogated concerning what 
me had ſeen, did not conceal from her that he 


bad diſcovered in himſelf ſuch ſentiments as 
would not permit him any longer to expoſe 


- himſelf to the — of g me frequently, 
and 
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. his tongue being the interpreter of his 
heart, he painted me to the princeſs (for fuch © Þ} 
the was) in ſo advantageous'a light that he lk 
| ſpired her with a friendſhip for me which ſhe 
retained till her death. He had given ber a 
ſhort hiſtory of my misfortunes, and informed 
her of my deſign of retiring from the world She 
determined to diſſwade me from a purpoſe which 
ſhe could not approve on account of my age: 
for I had an ardent deſire to enter into the final 
engagement, which I thought poſſible, as, to 
all appearance, my huſband was no more. I © 
look upon you, ſaid this lady, as a girl of fifteen, 
3 though you muſt be more: the world ought to 
be known before it is abandoned; it will give 
your retirement greater charms, and you will 
not be expoſed to languiſh for thoſe pleaſures, 
g which ſeem real only to thoſe that do not know 


them, but from report. In my own perſon I 
offer you a mother, added this generous lady, 
preſenting her hand, which J reſpectfully kiſſed, 
and a ſiſter in a girl who is ſomething younger 
than yourſelf, but old enough to make you an 
agreeable companion. It was not the advantages 
of fortune which I. might find with this princeſs 
| that ſhook my reſolution ; it was the goodneſs 
| © with which ſhe made me theſe offers that left 


me not the — of refulwg them—Yet I fill 
heſitated 
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heſitat I ſis bleed to me chat it would be 
e for me to bind myſelf by any vows, 
befor re was certain o of my huſband's death, and 
| a there was no religious houſe that would re- 
.ceiye me in ſuch circumſtances. This laſt reaſon 
was unanfwerable. 1 yielded to it, and my 
new benefactreſs, willing. to ſave the counſellor 
the. danger, of a private adieu; called him ta re- 
ceive my acknowledgments for all the favours 
he had done me. The princeſs introduced her 
| daughter to me under the title of my friend. 
| She was about fourteen, and, though not hand- 
ſome, had yet that certain ſomething, that ſe- 
eret charm, which at once gains our love and re- 
Hed. | She. had never had any other governefs 
than her mother, and ſhe had made great im- 
provements—She had no brilliancies, no fallies 
ef wit, but a-ſolidity, A juſtneſs, a rectitude of 
7 underſtanding : ſhe ſpoke little, and ſaid juſt no 
more than was neceſſary to pleaſe. The firſt 
1 time you ſaw her, you would think her nothing 
| extraordinary ; B but a little familiarity would 
diſcover in her a thouſand fine qualities, which 
He appeared to. be ignorant of, ſo little value 
did ſhe ſet upon them: in ſhort, I never hear 
the words, good ſeuſe, without thinking of that 
amiable girl. Her excellent mother had the 
_Linfneſs to let 1 me ſhare in thoſe leſſons ſhe daily 
| * 
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gave her—And, if vou haye found any thing. i in 
me that might merit the eſteem of the worthy, 
I. afluredly owe it. to the converſation of t Ine 


lady, with whom 1 paſſed ſome years. . She d Was 


2 N 


delighted to find in mer not. piety (for that I | 


only wiſhed to acquire, and ſhe certainly was a 


4 perfect model) but, at leaſt, an entire eſteem for 
that precious gift. She told me that an internal 


piety alone was proper for thoſe who were to 
hre in the world; that ſingularity was 2 deadly 
ſon; that a mind attentiye to itſelf might bind 
in i the moſt. common actions, an abundant har- 
veſt of virtues, which would not be the leſs ac- 
ceptable to the Supreme Being becauſe they lay 

concealed. The duties of her ſtation led her 
often to court; where ſhe took me along wi ith 
her daughter, and preſented me under my huſ- 
| band” s title. She made me known to madam 
de Maintenon, by whom ſhe was beloved; and 
that lady, who, without the title, had the au- 
thority « of a queen, gave ſuch preciſe orders, that 
I diſcovered. at length, my huſband had arrived 


ſafely : at Quebec; that he had ſtaid a while there, 


and had joined a band of natives, to attempt the 
conqueſt of Carolina—Since then he had been 


ſeen among the Indians, and that was the ſecond : 


year after he had been carried off : but notwith- 


Sanding: all the ſearches made by! her order, no 0 
trace 
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ö Heaven lent me es uſual: eng and I am 


$6: fupport thoſe ſufferings which in the firſt pare 
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deed, which ſeemed w be gr 


up- — 
d not long: 


thankful, that it afforded the marquis ſtrengthi 


of is exile: he muſt have undergone. Some- 
times too I flattored myſelf that he would efcape 


ns happily from other accidents, which he might 


ter in his return to Europe. I told my 
felf tat he was already on the voyage, and every 
fucceeding day ſeemed to be that which ſhould 


bring him to my eyes. At laft I loſt that hope, 


and was convinced that he had periſhed. The 


ladies who patronized me, frequently offered 


me their intereſt to engage my father-in-law to 
acknowledge me. But I could not reſolve upon 
it—No: he would die with grief at the ſight of 


me, At the end of a'few years my amiable 
companion, the daughter of my benefactreſs died. 


that moment, my ſenſibility was not worn out 
i = paſt ern! A. (4 ge was . 
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and at Rer death; which happened fob after 
that of her daughter, the gave me proofs of he 
gratitude. Without ſuch a'fayour I ſhould hz | 
been but in indifferent citeumſtances: the fam 

which Mr. De Marſim left me, and which 1 had 
put into che hands of à banker, Had been re“ 
turned in bank notes, whereof J recovered very 
litele— My illuſtrious miſtrefs did more than re. 
pair this loſs; for ſhe left me forty- eve thouſand 
livres' and à part of her ſmall jewels, of which 
thoſe I preſerved were leſs for the fake of orna- 
ment, than out of reſpect to the memory of my 
benefactreſs. 1 put out this ſum, which pro- 
duces the income that they wanted to take from 
me, and for the preſervation of which I am in- 
debted to your huſband; You know the reſt, 
my dear marchioneſs; for the moment my af- 
fairs were ſettled J retired to # * # 4, where 1 
had firſt the happineſs to know you. I flattered 
myſelf that I ſhould paſs my days in peace : my 
law-ſuit drew me again into the world, and that 
event which I, at firſt, looked-upon as trouble- 
ſome, has been productive of a fortunate eircum- 
ſtance of which I had not the ſlighteſt hope. I 
ſhall inform you, the firſt opportunity, of thoſe * 
Wonderful events, for ſo I muſt call them, which 
| enabled the marquis de Sainville to acknowledge 
* 3 without «:bluſh, © I hope, 
0 1 
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after ſuch a ſeries of. calamities, I ſhall find a 
conſolation in, this dear child during the reſt of 
Sy life, which I ſhall paſs with her, if the ma- 
quis de Sainville can forget that I have been the 
innocent eauſe of the loſs of his ſon: 1 tremble 


en think what I ſhall occaſion. this tender 

er. ta ſuffer, and nothing but a motive ſo 
bee as that of os 1 een * 
een Py, tears. a e ee cen 
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deen Toulouſe to our two friends, which 
ars but a. bad omen; but I leave them to 
Providence. and to you. It would have been 
well if you could have taken Henrietta from 
Victoria; that irreſolute ſpirit of hers wigirt 
haye acquired ſome ſolidity, had ſhe had none 


eee. in ide Sees 


. 


4 4 x : F : * &} 


J 7 q* _—_ + '?} , p #4 7 k [1 2 
W — CLEEE - * . * - " | * , 
< * 
"£3 7 ES, OI, FS > TE 4 'S *. #3 8 < . 
Di tor ANRICEOTRIRLENGGS [i to : 


$4 : þ = 
12 } _ 2 — « 4 3% * n N A 
, * ” -F : IS. 4 11 4% &. LETS 4 % A * 


+ -#: bm re 3s W478 * + OSS KY 4.4 
l | <1 * * % t> JI 4 +. 4 | a= #<F # * * . 


©" * 8% SIN — + ? fy £2 Ty 1 = 11 r 2 e 3 £4 
> 9 1 . £8 FF 4 : 7 3 7 7 & ,»>* * 1 wr. . & * 2 * 1 Su y 5 
* " . * 


5 "x » . 5 — 1 " - 4 5 
wt a * N g 1 "i © 4 «CY, F7 4 1241108 6 14 ' 8 
nr IT nee UF 447; 7 2 


: F : : + JW 1 5. — v 854 8 - ö FY * L £5 Þ : 2 * '£F * oy” ” 2 4 . xg 4 
$$637-11691 35 94900; sil 96! GF 1 SHLELADIT 3 tz WV Te 


* * * . bs 42h. 9 a, 5 q 2 
- Y 4 . * - hy $ © th 5 a y © oh "a _ 9 ; ; * "4 ” ; * N af . * 
. nne ut 101 THIEF ALY ka <1 "LETT E R- 


oe) ie nb er $1 de ys: Un 


JR. 


* * 17 I E „ 237 


7 = þ TY. i 3711 nals: F io; 251 RN 112 2 * 1210 8 
ET Y ER, XVI. ans 
3 J. = G r 


7 N e 783 # Alte 15 . — % 185 + 


tber | TO MENU N. 


* TC OV are at the end of your" ſufferings, my 
4 dear, my. worthy friend; you" have *cer- 
tainly exhauſted the whole quiver of misfortutie'; 
or, to ſpeak more like a Chriſtian, 'that'Provi- 
dence, on which you rely with ſuch a noble 
fortitude, will: crown your patience by reſtoring 


| to. you, -againſt "al hope, the half of what you 


have loſt. Who knows, at the ſame” time, 
whether your happineſs may not exceed your 
expectation; whether your huſband '« =--===< 
but on that ſubject I muſt be content with offer- 
ing my ſincere and humble vows; and, like you, 
repoſe my wiſhes in the boſom of that gracious 
Being, who knows both the time and means 
proper for the execution of his everlaſting pur- 
| poſes. It is by his determination that you are 
ſo long delayed on a journey. which'you wiſhed 
to perform with the greateſt expedition. The 
marquis is ſincerely ſorry for you: he was once 
obliged, like you, to ſtay in that vile hoſpital, 
where nothing is to be had : I hope at leaſt that 
your attendant has taken care for proviſions. I 
ſhall ſay nothing to you concerning our two 

2 friends 
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cerning her: at firſt the appeared out of coun» | 
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| — 2 the infide- 
5 lity of her huſband, who publi 


blicly keeps an 
adreſs. n 

un her beate, and, if the public may be credited; 
bis addreſſes: have been received. . 
the- ſcandal of the day, I thought it my duty tao 
acquaint Victoria of what had been ſaid con- 


haps,” might not deſerve it; that ſhe was per- 
63ͤ———————— 


which made no impreſſion on any one; that ſhe 
nnr mann n. — 


bare dae dar enemies u aeg her ane 
the was accountable for har afione, dad no ob- 
I ** ber conduct, the ſaw: no necedbty for | 

a "i reformation, | 


1 


55 


— 0 ies arr 
and excuſod herſelf by aſſuring me that I ow 


not to attribute the haſtineſs of her anſwer to 


any thing but her friendihip fur me; that her 
heart had been mortally wounded by my ſuſpi- 
eions ; that it; was an cafy thing for me to hve 
in retirement with a huſpband by whom I was 
adored ;; but that, for her part, ſue had no 


other reſouree than diſſipation, to eſcape that 


vexation which the conduct of her huſband had 


occaſioned,” 'I was about ta anſwer her, but it 


was plain ſhe would not hear me, for ſhe rung 
ſor her woman, under pretence that ſhe was en- 
gaged with the countels of D——, who was to 
take her, at ſix, to aà little piece at the French 
- theatre, and it was then five, ſo ſhe had no 


more than half an hour to dreſs. This eounteſs, 


who paſſes for a woman that has totally ſhaken 


off the yoke-of decency and good opinion, en- 
tered at the ſame moment. She ſaluted me with 


am air of diſdain, and exeuſed herſelf from of- 


fering me a place in her box, becauſe ſhe was 
afraid I ſhould- loſe that time which, without 


Ob een obſerve, 


mer, had not Vie- | 
cnn, laid fo, hat the courage to 
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objerye; thit to zddtefb me in ſuch a manner in 


er 4: tip Was a Want of re 


bought ht chat klenee, Saeed would t* ew a8 


anſwer I ought't to Wide to her -infalts; and 
upon leaving her 1 made her the uſual compli- 
ment, which ſhe did not return.” I ſaw this 
ſeehe was premeditated ; they wanted to be quit 
of me; yet L Know not how! eo believe chat 
Victoria was in the plot: "ſhe followed me, and 
e's dead prot tor we obne of this 


22 


woman.— There is nt, ſaid ſhe, la - | 


in the world, but ſhe” has ſuch a heedleſs rude- 
nels as nothing can corre.” Heaven grant that 
Cx? re all, "fail T to Vi 3 2 3 her face 
with my tears Tb are in the way to ruin, my 

dear friend, you are on the brink of a precipics, 
if not already fallen. For the ſake of Heaven, 
reflect on the ſteps 1 you have taken, and on thoſe 
you are about to take Break, immediately; 
with this deſpicable woman. Follow me Merit 
her hatred by this glaring mark of contempt. 
It will be infinitely of more ſervice to you than 
ner friendihip. Victoria ſeemed to be "moved; 
and ſhed tears; but ſhe had not couray take 
the deciſive meaſure'T required. *Nevertheleſs; 
ſhe promiſed me to break with that woman, and 


with the duke, provided 1 would you” _ time 
to 
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had. che leaſt png og t 1 2 to "hier aloe. 
Her libertine huſband, abandoned to his own 
arſuits,. ſeems to give her, the fame privilege; 


they; meet not once in a month, yet he had the 


to accompany her, when the came 


n Unavoidable buſineks, the 
| Kid, would detaiy berat Paris. 3 


3 8 : 
ate 


do take leave of us, and did not leave her for a 
Wanne made freſh efforts to get Henrietta 


pe hich often make "the tears fow 


little.. heroine; „With great impatience the is 
no expeQing, an anſwer to her letters, and 
, when ſhe has received it, to, [acquaint 


face. Sbe is, in reality, 4a 


me with the contents. Nothing, I: own, can 
Damn: in this reſpect, 2 2 . 
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dme ſhe bad wandered ſhe knew; not Where; 

8 nor could ſhe.tell,wh x ſhe was going towards 555 

Faris, or from it, She 5 


8 oy ho knowing has ſhe . 
8 155 eee how pal vv whea he e 


8 


dn judging” from ag 
FF that we were not married, and, upon this ſup- 
EE potion he defired to be diſmiſſed, faying that 
ume would not, in any degree, 
FF _ living irregularly together. oem marquis, far 


in fore henſrocgſteW8t reer il | 

conſequence af which ſhe was found fo ra, 

| ſo-prudent and religious, that he made no diff- 
culty of acquainting her with all our affairs. I 
loyed her as 2 friend, and had diſcovered my 


| Was, therefore, ready enough to inform: her that 


he was reconciled, and that we expected him in 
: a few. days. It was after her knowledge of our 
affairs that ſhe determined to quit, in the morn- 
ing, a houſe from which the child alſo might be 
 Nolen away. This woman fell into the ſame 
ertour that we did. She concluded it muſt 
o ſaye Annette from his vengeance. Affſted by 
- the nurſe, ſhe broke open my huſband's bureau, 
ubere they found my jewels,” and — 
baut it was not conſiderable: they applied to x 
broker, who gave them about a third part of 
hat the. furniture was worth They then ſold 
my cloaths, and having left a quartet's rent, 4 
vrhich was more than was due, in a window, 
they acquainted the ner of the houſe in the 
manner I have told you, and retired to the *. 
_ of 'the- land of Lad Larrenes. "Wo - 
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: [+ ich inheritance to which the was v 


"I be in a pitiable 


Jovye and value virtue above her own lie. Think 
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of this dear innocent. Carefully conceal from 


bo r; but do not permit ber to 


an account of her family, which you may en- 


' truſt her with, when ſhe is of a jt 


ES 85 de ſettled in the world, | LOT ARE? " . 
My bee dd on eb the e 


Y ahem foo ha but) the little ſum-that was. 
7 my daughter's whole fortune, and put into the 
5 Sands of the nurſe, in the preſence of the no- 
. - tary,.a very handſome gold ſnuff-box, ordering 
1 Derne 
tion whatever; and, to remove every temptation, 
2 e made it a part of the agreement, chat ſhe 


| ſhould not be entitled to the income of the money 
placed at intereſt, but upon producing this box. 
To this ſhe added another, which incloſed the 
Writing that was to acquaint my daughter with 
55 her birth and our misfortunes. - She did not 
3 long ſurvive theſe diſpoſitions, and her death 


left Madelon in a very embarraſſing ſituation. 
She had a brother in ſervice, who had not heard 


I from her for three years: ſhe was informed that 
ä he was then in the ſervice of the archbiſhop 


ide in the care that you will take | 


| her her high birth} endeavour to inſpire her with | 


of herſelf. I leave 


of Rheims ; this Leia knew that Madelon | 


- 


I 


ma darts e 17 fervies — by 


poor child, by engagin 
aſſiſt in bringing her up. Phe, therefore, wrote 
30 him, that, after the departure of ber uſband, 


this pretended el | 


The was bired as chambermaid. in a family of 
great quality, who had permitted her to have 


her daughter in the houſe z that, upon leaving 2 
France, out of affection for the. child, they bad 
made her a preſent of two thouſand livres, which 5 


8 they had placed out at intereſt i in her name, to- 


gether with ſeveral valuable jewels, which had 
put her in a condition of bringing up this infant, 


without Work, if he would help her ever. ſo 
__ littles; The young man, pleaſed with his niece's 

kitle fortune, and regarding it as a proof of 
his liſter's good gonduct, ſpoke of it. to his maſ- 
ter, and deſired his intereſt to procure her the 
place of maid of the nunnery-box to the ladies 


f .St. Stephen, which was then vacant. The 


4 archbiſbop, who loved this ſervant, for his pru- 

dence, fatoured her with his patronage, and 
- having aſked for the glace, obtained it without 
2 Madelon and her child were then 


eum n and they. went to Rheims. 
| Will 
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e = ſhe tells 705 it was impoſſible "Yo 
look upon this child without loving her; ber 
beauty was ſet off by the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
aid beſt choſen dreſs, and the nuns were at 
Aſt Lurpriſed: at her appearance. ' Madelon told 
them that the dreſs was given her by the 
gentle lks ſhe had the honour to ſerve, and that 
they intended to take her child and make her a 
fine lady; but that ſhe could neither think of 
parting” with her, nor of following the family, - 
decauſe they were going to a very remote part; 
nevertheleſs, ſhe ſaid, they had promiſed to re- 
turn to France, and tb give the child a good 
fortune, provided the had a good education. 
This little romance was believed, and my 
| daughter was looked upon as a girl that would, 
one day, be well provided for. She became the 
idol of the houſe. Every body made her preſents, 
and from the abbeſs to the boarders, ſhe was 
ceareſſed by all yet it was no wonder that the / 
won the favour of ſtrangers ; ſhe- bore, in her 
_ eountenance, the omens of good fortune,, and; 
ee one was. os ne fe to > contribute to it. e 


ks 


"ge =" 


ER a conitolitigs would i it 0 bows to 
me, my dear friend, could I have known the 
| Apes that it pfotiderice took of my child, and how 

„ juſtly 
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f 33885 ops e N gave 
5 = muc , proofs. of it in procur= 
— - her, an excellent education. There was 


EE 5 * this convent A woman 

"db 4 erit, whom the abbeſs bad ed againſt 

RI 1 the. inclination. of the nuns. This wo 
. "whoſe. name was St. Victoria, was. natural 
= © daughter to the duke of Orleans, . regent. of 
: = \Erance, and ſhe inherited the genius, and good 
'Y Jualities of her father. As ſhe was not a legi- 
1 tcimate child, the nuns were weak enough to 
| A " xefule her admittance into their houſe. Thrice 
ER it was put to the vote, and the abbeſs, as often, 
8 et aſide the ballots, and aſſerted that ſhe was 
Ange: ; it was, therefore, neceſſary that the 
3 urt ſhould interpoſe, and there were ſome nuns 
* "that were ſent to other houſes. Thoſe that re- 


mained bleſſed the abbeſs for the oppoſition ſhe 
| had, made; and the merit of the new nun ſoon 
2 over thoſe childiſh objections that the 
illegitimaey of ber birth had occaſioned—They 
1 . ed that it was to her they were in- 
debted for che reparation of their, finances, 

| «which before had Foy in a linings n 
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in Germany. Exeuſe wy | Hg my 
dear marchioneſs; it is to is nun my dear 


Annette is indebted for Ker" hue and I 


d not refuſe her fo ſmall a tribute of grati- 
A If I might believe the nurſe, he'anfwer- 
ed in every reſpe& the care of ſo excellent a 
miſtreſs, and at ten years of age ſhe was looked 
upon as a prodigy. The lady abbeſs had not 
neglected the external accompliſhments, and the 

maſters that were employed to teach the reſt of 
the boarders, were ordered to inſtruct ber. Up- 


on the whole, I was aſſured that nothing had 


been neglected which a girl of family as 
— taught, m7 that fne n rer nothing wy 


f#4 . 5 
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Ta 55 abbeſs nad a bbb end ed! in 
the neigbourhood of Rheims, and who ſet his 
only ſon to the college in that town. A new 
tutor, to whom he was recommended, having 
heard of the merit of Annette, (whom, indeed, 
the favour of the abbeſs had made as famous a 
ber own particular talents) was deſirous of ſees 


© ing her; and under pretence of attending young 
Deſhomais (that was the name of his ſcholar) 
on a viſit to his aunt, he requeſted" to ſee the 


© boarders: _ * lady abbeſss 


grate, 
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Den en more «ted thn my ee 


= end to ſend bim, next day, a ſmall 


— preſent of them: The ſcholar ſaid nothir 
liked the entertainment full as well as his 
— maſter; un the dert, who never fleeps, tempt- 
ing his appetite, he was determined to ſecure 
the int nded preſent for himſelf. He ſpent the 
night in contriving how be might exe- 


r loujth he fined wpon-- 


the following expedient. Next day, 'he pre- 
 - tetided: ſickneſs, ſaying, what was very true, 
chat he had not cloſed his eyes during the whole 
night before; but added alſo, what was not 
Auite 0 trie, that his head was very bad. His 
tutor obſerving that his eyes were heavy, but 
that he had no fever, thought that a few hours 
teſt would ſufficiently recover him, and gave 
him leave to lie down. This was all that he 
wanted, and no ſoonor was he ſure that his 
ſchoolſellows were all in their forms, than he 
Fot up, Grefied himſelf in the cloaths of a ber 
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he might be ſeen by the bon-woman; dhe rung, 
and Deſhomais, without allowing her time to 

ſignify his commiſſion, ſaid, my good ſiſter, the 
ladies of St. Stephen muſt not be at the trouble 
of ſending the preſent to the tutor: he has 
ordered me to receive itz becauſe he is buſy, 
The good ſiſter, Gudivg: ke:fe well acquainted | 
with the matter, bad” no ſuſpicion of the im 


5 poſture, and gave him the baſket. Deſhomaiez 


travelling, with joy, under à burden ſo agrees: 
ble to a ſchool boy; ſhut himſelf up in his rooms, 
and eat ſo plentifully of the ſweetmeats that he 


was ſick in good earneſt ; but he ſoon recovereds. 


| The Thurſday following, the tutor was to hold: 


a diſcourſe at St. Stephens, and afterwards went 
to viſit ſome ſick nuns—The nephew of the 
abbeſs was. permitted to follow him, andethe 
whole ſociety piqued themſelves on entertaining 
the tutor and his pupil. After a diſcourſe that 
was equally tireſome to the whole company, an 
old nun ſaid to the jeſuit, father, how-fares/it 
with the order? They ſay that at "Paris there 
bas been a conſultation of forty phyſicians f 


de e theithing — og 
15 ridiculous r =o for in matters 
| of 


1 his tutor with the ſame Tatisfation as 
dn the Thurſday before: he trembled every mo- 
ment for fear of à queſtion which, he thought, 
| Could: hardly be avoided; and, indeed, his ap- 
2 nſions were not vain; for one of the ladies 
being a little diſſatis fied that the tutor had made 
1 mention of his preſent, aſked him how he 
liked: the ſweetmeats. His . ſurpriſe ſhewed at 
onde that he had not received them. The box- 
27, -  woinan was called and aſſured them that ſhe had 
_ "given the baſket to a little abbot who called for 
1. in the tutor's name. Great was the crime, 
und exemplary was to be the puniſhment. The 
box-woman was ſent next day to the college to 
mine all the boarders, who were obliged to 
| | _paſs in review before her. She had not obſerved 
. dhe face of the boy that took the baſket, and 
only remembered his ſize. The unfortunate 
 #eholar,*whoſe caſſock the thief had made free 
Wich; was taken for the real culprit : it was in 
* vain that he aſſerted his innocence; the venera- 
bie box-woman was an unexceptionable evidence 
1 2 him: ſentence paſſed againſt him nem. 
TLon. that h eee for his theft, his 
MG - 


ow 


Co 


| uy, ad abr ah — 
| was now called, and there ſeemed no way of 


given and forgot. The box - woman returned 
tto the convent full of exclamations of applauſe 


a Ann « n 


eſcape for the ſuppoſed criminal, when Deſſio- 
mais, preſſing through the crowd of ſcholars, 


threw, himſelf. at the preſident᷑'s feet, and de- 
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i that he could not bear to ſee an innocent 
that he. alone had committed the 
t he gave himſelf up to the cle- 
' mency;. or ſeverity of his judges. - This Was an 
heroic action for a boy of thirteen; it met wich 
the praiſe it deſerved, and every thing was for- 


and wonder, and rung with ſo much force to 
-ſpeak to the lady abbeſs, that ſhe and the reſt of 


| the nuns, who were afraid ſome misfortune had 


ned, all ran out in a crowd. Ah madam 


eried ſhe, lifting up her hands and eyes, bleſs 


5 F God for giving you ſuch a nephew: at thirteen 


- 1 838 } 
„ * 8 7 : 
/ — 
+ ® 
% 5. ren 
- * 8 * a 


he has the courage of a Cicero. For my part 
1 am ready to weep for joy; and, immediately, 


the relates What had happened. Thoſe who 
are acquainted with convents, know with what 
avidity the nuns lay hold of every little tale. 
2 This was an affair of prodigious conſequence z - 
for it concerned the nephew of their abbeſs, 
| "their lady, their queen, the high and mighty 


el: . They Poul: noe uu 
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had nen firuck wich the 

che generoſity of clin e in the above- 
mentioned affair. This girl, with all her good 
_ -qualities, had one fault: there was ſomething 
romantic in her diſpoſition: ſhe deſpiſed every 
8 ee gal; the fas | 
„ turn of wine! was not Sa he 
———— — 
ing the vigilance of the lady St. 
| Vigtoris the had wot - a g at amber of ro- 
nothing, had furniſhes: dn many as fe 


— deſired. A Celadon, an Amadis, and other 


_ worthy knights who are there defcribed were 
the men of her heart; and the was reſol ved never 
W if the could not find 2 lover of 


F* 


requires, perhaps, greater fortitude than to meet 
death at twenty-five... She thought there was 


ſomething ſo honourable in the paſſion ſhe had 
_ conceived. for this youth, that ſhe made no 
myſtery of her ſentiments. The abbeſs, Who was 


glad of any thing that might divert her; 1 
herſelf with Annette's love for her nephew, and 
was indiſcreet enough to tell. Deſhomais ab 
bad made a conqueſt which did him honour. She 


conſidered the thing as a trifle; and was under no ; 


concern about it's conſequence to à youth of 
thirteen, the moſt diſſipated head in the college, 
Theſe words, nevertheleſs, made: a ſtrong im- 


time he loved, he adored my daughter, and yam 


will ſoon ſee ſuch violent effects of his paſſion 


as v dat thought dere 


| finitely happy if he had done any thing to en- 


gage her. friendſhip, and that there were: no 
_ difficulties he would not undergo for her ſatis- 


faction. Well then, replied his aunt, Annette 


| | — Pan we er of hanna. 
mag zanimity, of which her ideas were ſo full. 
It is true, that. to brave a whipping. at thirteen - | 


aer From that 


bad Kid, that e opinion of A | 
to him of no ſmall importance; that he was in- 
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| il topleaſe her if you make a great progreſs in 
CER 
3 but promiſe, - if I keep 
3 that you will permit me to ſee her 
every holiday. The abbeſs, who did not want 
5 * would not have permitted their inte- 
vieus could ſhe have foreſeen the effects, but ſhe 
treated their meetings as an amuſement, and 
ber nephew to indulge his requeſt, and ſhe kept 
- is. eee 
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Ady, vrote to him, and being deſirous to pro- 
a mote his dilig nc > told him that if he continued 
mit bim one day to marry his fair Annette. 
Tue girl enchanted with the influence of her 
am, and with the happy effect it had pro- 
dJuced, and too young, beſide, to underſtand 
chat theſe promiſes were of no conſequence, 
| ghought- herſelf engsged to marry ber lover. 5 1 
Her little mind could not conceive the impro- | 
1 W (yy marrying below 
26 himſelf ; 
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her lover, which exiſted only in the opinion of 
de world. Her nurſe had often told her that 


Sete of i, that ho cud not ink 
101 inary favour to be admitted into 1 5 


Kamy of Aiſtinction: ſhe thought, at leaſt, 
that her virtues and accompliſhments would 
place her upon an equality with Deſhomais. 
Had the abbeſs 'been conſulted on the diſpoſal of 
her nephew, poſſibly her affection for my daugh- 
er might have prevailed over ambition 3 for 
Annette was quite her idol. She left her en- 
tire miſtreſs- of her own-employments, and dif- 
: daining ſuch as are uſually ſought by er 
Her age, the thought of nothiug ſo much as the 
. cultivatioh of her mind. The nurſe could give 
mel no more than a vague account of theſe | 
_circumſtances,, but the delicacy of ſtyle in 
which her letter to this woman was written, 
muſt he a proof either of great cultivation, or 
uncommon taſte, or poſſibly of both. Tou 
will indulge the mother, my dear Vou know 
the eaſily perſuades herſelf of what ſhe wiſnes. 
That muſt be my excuſe- for theſe flattering | 
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her to ſee that diſtinction between herſelf and 
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not loſe a moment and of thoſe which he was 
allowed to. ſpend with my daughter, he - 


And much as 5 afforded the-abbeſs „ 
ment. It was. always in her a 


J | paſſion/furniſhed her with much, 


' his, exerciſes: being arrived, his father. Went to 
Rheims, and had the greateſt reaſon to be ſatis- 
fed with the general applauſe his. ſon .received 
A4) the public ats—But this applauſe was in- 
| different to him, while the praiſes. of Annette 
were not joined with his own.1, The laurels, 
with which he wWas erowned, he laid at her feet, 
flattered himſelf that the happy hour was 


+ _  apptvaching when he ſhould. call her his own. 
Jen may eaſily conceive that his father would 

| aye che curioſity to ſee this girl 3 he was then 
| . about fourteen, ang, that gentleman, who had 


more experience than his ſiſter, began ta be 
A 5 that the jeſt might be carried too far: 
| - hetol his ſiſter that. his ſon's attachment might 
more difficult to Aubdue Gap it man imggin- 
et and that it was necel 


Fry, at all 
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theſe two children wet, and their romantic 


= The time when the young ſtudent vas, b hela 


* 


* 8 9 7 V 5 
"I 


2 _—— * * 
9 * 2 * 9 N . "FE o v \ 
N . W re * 1 3 CIP 8 5 os 7 7 TEE * * 4 r 
” N 7 7 4 * CEE 3 1 . * 9 4 * * 1 7 — Þ 17 - * — 
* . J 8 > 3 ESI "1.8 RATES. g \ - ; Cv" IAG 7 * . 
: #0 . * 5 * 7 
+ 4.4 : ; | a SE. 
5 * - . by H d k x 
* > "7 a 
* 4 \ a * 4 - : 
+ : # 
” 1 x . 


% 1 * : 
1 > * - 


1 1 * R. 81 2 


La: = = that dangerous little 4 ho 
was gr wa ſo much into the woman. Aletten 
. from his ſon che ſame day on which, 
he held his,oxerciſcs, confirmed;his fears. I knows 
| fir, ſaid. he, how to eſteem the promiſe you 
once made me. It i is very true, that if the object 
: of my affections were not à girl of maine 
1 ſhould, be the firſt to cpo ndemm . 
Naben. 1 am born 2 gentleman, ang ti irtk 
of my dear Annette is obſcure; as deu | 
fir, ſacrifice. an only ſon to the pre alence of 
prejudice ? Real merit is not the gift of birth, 
though, when it ariſes from the advantages of 
education, fortune may be ſaid to be inftruman» 
tal i in creating it. You will, acknowledge: that, 
in this reſpect, Annettee has had opportunities 
ſupetior to moſt girls of family. —It is not as a 
boy that I now addreſs you, and though ſcarce 
ſeventeen, I will take upon me to ſay, that lors 
has prematured my reaſon. I am ſenſible of 
i every objeRion | that muſt ariſe from conſidera» . 
tions of fortune. Mine is but ſmall, and it 
might be neceſſary I hould. marry. adyvanta- 
SS in that reſpect, to appear. in DER 
with that dignity my name requires; perhaps, 1 
ight eaſily haye been induced to that ſpecies 
of venality, if my education had been like that - 
of 1 * men; but you, fir, adviſed me 
f ' to 
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free my heart that efford now! Tut 
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7 a letter as r been 5 


ot violence muſt be his reſource; 

1 vill not, ſaid he, diſſemble with © you 5 p 
| your attatchment afflicts me, and deftroys the 

Views I had of ſettling you in the world: never- 
theleſs, your own happineſs is fo much at my 
heart, that I cannot think of ſacrificing it to 
the ſupport of my houſe and fortune. I do not, 
therefore, require that you* ſhould abſolutely 
give up a girl whom I would have choſen for 
you, if her birth had been equal to yours. 1 
have only one favour to aſk of you, for you ſes 
I do not uſe thoſe terms that my authority en- 
titles me to uſe — Promiſe me, at at leaſt, "that 
you will endeavour to diſengage your hearts _ 
Tou are yet too” young to enter into any en- 
gagements; I will give you leave to diſpoſe of 
pourſelf at twenty; and if you ſhould ſe long 
retain the love you have for Annette, you have 
my word of honour that I will confirm yo, 
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» Tu ſnare was laid too artfull | y to be avid 
ed. Deſhomais promiſed his father to wait till 
the determined time; but added that he ſhould 
in vin attempt a cure he could not hope for; 
and Twunz ſaid he, throwing himſelf at his 
feet, that I do not even deſire it, Life itſelf is 
| 0 leſs 
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months at-frſt he wrote conſtantly e 
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2s:conſtantly lere kim in the [abbeſs's 
letum. This correſpondence dropped alk at 
 erices) and that lady appeared. very uneaſy at not 
hearing either from her brother, or her nephew. 
About a fortnight after ſhe appeared extremely 
— pelancholy;/it. was a poſt-day, and poor An- 
nette concluded that ſhe had received ſome un- 
dem news, which ſhe would net 
to her. She paſſed a miſerable night, and kl 
en . a an to der 31 
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could not ence her the nxt day without 
ngring berſelf at her forts. 1 e 
T eee 5 
thats: eee the: abbeſß e more 4 | 
dantly Annette concluded that her tears were 
occaſioned by ſome misfortune that had befallen 
her lover, and ſhe was ſo much alarmed and 
terrified that ſhe fell ſenſeleſs at her feet. When 
ſhe. recoverad- her ſenſes; ſhe found herſelf in 
:box-wol aa i tA the. een 
bear 8 patictice an ee r was irreme- 
diable put into her hands a letter which Mr. 
eſhomais had written to his ſiſter, wherein he 


tells her chat his ſon was drowned in bathin. 
I will not repeat the lamentations, the ſufferings 
of my child, which were ſo violent that they .M 


affected her health, and brought her to the 
brink of the grave. During this unhappy in- 
terval, the abbeſs doubled her tenderneſs and 

aſſiduities; and when her health was re-efta- 
bliſhed, Madelon told my child that it was 
ſeared the abbeſs might be too much affected 
by ſeeing her again, and that, therefore, they 
muſt leave Rheims, and go to Rouen, where that 
lady had procured her the ſame . 


Ne Vor. 1 N | ; had 
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 - found flcep, looked around her wih an air of 
„ conſternation, and then relapſed into her uſual 


| ne en. if Pn her unhappy. daughter, 
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| and on-farm vaginn: that would take 
ber ſrom the arms of a tender mother, for, ſuch 
the, abhaſs. was 4 her: e be of 
Sante had run out ber whole ck pb dens 


pore Pong ealy. to 5 — i 
Ann. e re 


„ mee She ſuffered herſelf 
to be: taken away without curioſity, without 
 rgluctance, and without pleaſure. Deep fighs 
Lame eſcaped her—A plain proof that her tran» 
ty was merely apparent, and that it was 


in reality - the eſſect of her. exceſſive grief. 


Sometimes ſhe ſeemed to awake as out of a pro- 


Janguor. In this condition ſhe was, when ſhe 


ſet out on her journey; and the buſy ſcenes of 
Paris, where the nurſe was ordered to ſtay ſome 
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apablle of drawing her N 2 
They dragged her to every 'place, and denen 
* every thing without ing able to draw from 
her the leaſt mark ee, W G ; 

1 whiivt the nurſe. told me this, my dear 
Mee I trembled for my poor Annettes 
head, and under thoſe painful ſenſations Which 
the miſeries of my child occaſioned, I interrupt- 
ed the woman in her relation perceiye, ſaid - 

I, chat the death of Deſhomais was pretended; : 
= 2 nothing could equal the barbarity of ex- 

poſing ſo ſweet a child to the loſs either of her 
reaſon, or her life: but you, nurſe, who knew. 
the quality of Annette, and that ſhe would have 

done honour to the family by whom ſhe was, 
deſpiſed 3 ; you who had in your hands a writing 
that might confirm your account of her birth, 
Why ail not you put it into the hands of the 
ahbeſs, who would haye rejpiced at an opportu- 
nity r 
I pp 5 
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* Wi gi be est actin a wad - 
ap I ſhould have taken that meaſure, if it 
could haye been of the leaſt ſervice to poor _ 
Annen. 'Buil knew the obſtinats old man— 0 
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e without: A porting, Sly, have 85 che 
bs | Anghter of a ploughman: I choſe rather that the 
[  _  edaughterof Madelon ſhould be rejected than the =P 


an 


1 daughter of a marchioneſs; and, beſides, I was 
S -afrucof the marquis, your father-in-law. . He 
„might have refuſed: to acknowledge her; my 
ritten account of Her. birth might have been 
deemed a forgery Such were her reaſons, and 
J could not but agree to the truth -of them, fo 
fixed. wor: „e with that narrative T'died - 
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*: Ann rr continued more than fix an 
in the abbey of the Aumurees, in the ſituation 
1 have deſcribed. Madelon, to divert her, 
brought ſeveral lively and ſpri ghtly girls of her 
ton age, whoſe converfation and gaiety the 
hoped might recover that of my daughter, as, 
before this accident, ſhe had vivacity even to 

- tfaucineſs: but ſhe faw them with an indifference 
that made this poor woman tremble. At laſt 

one of the girls found her way to the heart of 
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Annette ; ſhe was grave, ſerious, mild and 
affable, and ſhe obtained the confidence * of, my 
daughter by pledging her own. She told her 
that a violent diſguſt ſhe had met with in her 
a 7 8 had made her reflect on the vanity and 
| | —— 
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5 uncertain of every object of e deſires 83 | 
© that God alone could conftitute, ed-tappinets FSA 
of his creatutes, and: that, vonſequently the was 
| about to by be. admitted amongſt the nuns of the 
vilitation, 2 at t Pleppe, where Aa derte portion 
would be ſufficient. - At that moment the heart 
of Annette opened to the firſt deſire it had con- 


ceived ſince the Tofs- of Deſhomais. dhe was 
altoniſhed that ſhe had never thought of chis 
relource, and, the ſame day, declared ta Made- 


n 


on, that ſhe would go with her ' eorhpanion 
and be a nun. ; Madelon looked upon this to 
de a motion of the divine ſpirit, and thinking 


24 Toe only meaſure that was proper for Annette, 


LY 7% | 
e readily ' conſented to the execution of her Se: 


projet. Fr rom that moment my Wiser re- 


r 


5 parätions for her facrifice, | "Fes were 5 2 
"the notary and to the nuns, and in a little time 
ray. thing was in readineſs. Annette ſhed 
many tears at parting with Madelon, and aſſured 
* her” that ſhe was the only perſon in the. world. 
- whoſe loſs ſhe ſhould regret, She could have 
wiſhed that the ordinary rules might have been 
2 Hig enſed with in her favour, and that without 
"Toſs of time'i in trial and noviciature, ſhe might at |, 
nee! have been profeſſed. This zeal was conſidered 


"by the nüns à8 a certain proof of the goodneſs al 
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ae 1 it had been pollble, 2 * 
ceſſury to go through the ordinary forms. She 

paſt her three months of trial with a devotion that 

was edifying to all the religious, and was unani: 
buy admitted a novielate. She ſeemed to 
Have” but one deſect. She was fo extremely 
2bſent that one might ſpeak to her ſome mitutes 
——— or ſeen: this defect increaſed 
every day. The ardent deſire ſhe had of entering 
into this convent, the hope ſhe had conceived 
of recovering in this ſolitude her loſt happineſs : 
and peace, the ſatisfaction ſhe found in thinking 
that fhe' ſhould be ſequeſtered from all the 
ereatures ſhe deſpiſed ſince ſhe had loſt the only 
odject of her heart, theſe and every ſentiment 


that had ſoothed her deſpair. were ſuſpended; 
and, in proportion as habit took off thoſe di- 


verſions that novelty had created, the relapſed N 
Alto that ſort of non exiſtence out of which ſhe 5 
Had been awakened by the deſire of the conven- 
tual life. It was, nevertheleſs, with readineſs 
chat the gave into every thing that might t reſcue. 
ner from Her preſent melancholy ſtate. Perhar ps 
her efforts might, in the end, ſucceed ; new Ls 
Events might happen, which, if one may. fo. _ 
; express it, might ſhake her mind, and force 1 
- to oh gan from what 15 ar abſorbed her. 
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Pr Av; chamber ald Had 
put into the bands ef Madelon 2 gold box, 
which Annette was to krep, and that to pfr- 
clue paring eee r 


__ -Eyphets v 3 amengl — 
L of this box. The marquis had it made before 
his departure for Tarin, that he might always 
have” before his eyes Tomething to remind him 
of me Beſides, this box had a double bottom, 
which opened by an imperceptible ſpring, and 
dur two pictures were concealea in it: it was 2 
means of making known to Annette the authors 
of her being, which this prudent woman had 
reſerved for her; for it is certain I could not ſee 
this box, without having the curioſity to examine, 
and to demand an explanation, which would 
_ Uiſcover my daughter. The ſuperior of the vi- 
ſitation ſhewed ſome difficulty in allowing ſuch 
. kind of property to her noviciate. Never- 
theleſs the contract was ſo exact in this article, 
that ſhe muſt have taken Annette unportioned, 
or fulfill the eee and therefore the __ 
volts” «6 af 31 
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it and 414 as 2 forbidden . 


Sent! 1 y not U it: 


pled ges, in N ie em da 1 h 7 05 | 
Bait Wuched the fecret ſpring and was furpriſed 
10 fee a double bottom c open, 4 9 ai I over 
pictures. Annette reſembled one of t de 


8 Which was the gentleman, ſo very firangly, th: 


it was eaſy to perceive he was Her father. . The 

miſtreſs of the noviciates being perſuad de <d that 
2 atiere was ſome myſtery which it might be of con 

| ſequence to clear up, took Annett te e by the þ; nd, 
1 and conducted ber into the chamber of the ſu vper 
0 who was confined to her. bed by a flight ; in 
diſpoſition. No ſooner had ſhe caſt her eyes on 


4 


the two pictures, than, after a ſhort and ace 


en 0 1 * 


— exclamation, * the fainted AWAY... When 5 
proper alliftance the was, recoyerd, . the 5 


« 


ne tell her again, n, and again bow th came 
by that box, b the already-knew ew ;; but as 
the anfwers "the noviciate d did 2 u — 15 


1105 fy 
; s ſhe erly longed to 
<br he circumſtances ſhe ſo cagerly longed e 
i cg + 2 M1 
| — 2 | f | N * » 
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TINY 5174 Trish 4819998 40 vb 40. 
acqua ley" Ut, the. I [53 ;Fxprels,.ta- 


73 1 She Wr jo. the ab ls e 

: res, s 8 ka ſend 2 Sul Gm 

0 pon a buſineſs of 00 lag 5 
the thort, time 

9 1 and th the a arrival "of dh 


| continua ly" comparing the pictures with, the 
e ee 


Iways en: Lin ch > mM oft tender e careſſes & th 
young. noviciate. If the could not, by meank | 
of cuſtom I her. authority, with PUPS. 


have called. her daughter, that tend " appella 

tion, . which the repeated inceſſantly, — 
haye occaſioned, in Annette, ſome ſuſpicions, 
or rather perplexities, for ſhe had no reaſon to Dd. 
Y ſuſpect that ſhe was any thing more than the 
daughter of Madelon. 5 Nevertheleſs. the was, 


moved at the ſight of theſe pictures; her tears; 


flowed, and ſhe kiſſed them as it were in- 5 


18 1 „* 


ſtinQively. | . At length Madelon arrived, and as 
the time of Annette 8 profeſſion drew near, FR & 


2 


came. to a. determination, to acquaint } her _ 


ber birth,, and brought! ber the papers that were 
to anſwer. that purpole. She thought at. 1 
| that t the ought. to conceal it from her ;, ;. the lon . 


At, 


1 


cime, daping which. ſhe had heard, nothing . 


175 


us made er conclude , that we. were .no 10 longer 


1 qQI9 1193830 donn | 7 
e e nagar, of cou, t 
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4 Wherefofe Sbuld her heart be elerkted vy We 
"of her birth, when her life muſt be 
Sevorel w-obſeuricy? A ſenfible man; HO the 
had cbüfulted, Was not of the fame opinion, 
and töld her chat the could not in conſcience 
ebnicea} that ercumſtance from 2 perſon Wẽo 
ws "much intereſted In ſt.— As ſhe Was far 
fot Sonfecturing the reaſon why ſhe was ſent 
for wirn ſo” müch expedition, The feared that 
| Annette was fick; and was confirmed in het 
ſuppoſition when ſhe was introduced into the 
mperior's chamber, and did not ſee her there. 
Por God's fake, my dear woman, ſaid the 
perior, "tell me if you know theſe pictures, 
and by what means they came into the hands of 


5 your daughter: at the ſame time ſhe preſented! 


to her the box open. Madelon beheld the: 
Pictures with an exclamation of Joy: O hea- 
ven? ſaid the poor woman; it is my dear 
miſtreſs and her huſband.” Ah madam ! has. 
Annette ſeen thoſe two pictures? And did The 
not know her parents E Who ? Annette ? Is. 
not ſhe your daughter? - replied the ſuperior: 
feebly ; ; and ſaying this, ſhe fainted a ſecond: 
time. When ſhe opened her eyes, the ſeemed to 
Look about her chamber for ſomething that was 
Wanting, and the firſt uſe ſlie made pf her voice 
r 8 was 


* 


ES LBS DD W a * 
1 was to inquire for her dear aughter: I h- wF; : 
HSbſerved to you chat this was the name e , — = - 
td all the novieiates, and the lay ſiſter to ache |; 
the ſpoke;-alked*her which of them the meant. - 
It is Annette, ſaid ſhe, it is Annette, the dear 
retaains of a child 1 loved ſo much, and who 
undoubtedly is no more. The lay fiſter, at 
theſe words, ran haſtily eut of the chamber, 
2 rr 


breath eried to — come quickly, my 
dear, your mother is diſcovered ; ſhe is the lady 
of that picture; ſhe Was the daughter of our 
ſuperior. With theſe words ſhe hurried her 
along to her lady's chamber; where they came, 
attended by a part of the ſociety, whom the 
exclamations of the ſiſter had alarmed, and, 
who, talking all together, did not permit An- 
nette to aſk what all this meant. The ſuperior, 
as ſoon as ſhe appeared, took her in her arms, 
and was a long time before ſhe eould make her 
underſtand that in her ſhe- beheld the origin of 
her birth. It is true, miſe, ſaid Madelon, 
paſſed you for my daughter; and you were 
b ann as dear to me as that vhildwhom God 
was pleaſed to take from me; but take theſe, 
added ſhe, preſentingthe papers ſhe had brought; 
in get mri find your Whole hiſtorys 
* N 6 „ 
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RE; R ä of het 

ug, who jenny annoy? ap 
ao ure forks; hg 205-0 . 
was. — rt the n imc 


— the nuns, and daa cn es oye | 
YE Heaven r dear child "aid 2 


was no erime attending —  _ 
parents were lawefully married. Annette bluſh- 
ed at this addreſs, and the ſuperior, after a 
hundred times embracing her without perceiv- 
ing her confuſion, put the papers into ber 
hand. Vou underſtand, my dear el nn 
that the ſuperior was my mother. Ah, m. 

friend, what would I have given to haue _ 
_ Joyedz like Annette, her embraces . The reſt 
_ of the day was facrificed to the tranſports of 
filial and maternal love ; andi the tender ſcenes 
it occaſioned were interrupted only by thoſe 
teſtimonies of gratitude, which my mother and 
my child ſhewed: ſor that care and fidelity with 
r 939 had preſerved the; depoſit en- 

truſted. | 
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joy of this happy recognisange. Their friends 


L E * * K N of n 
truſted to ber- The whotoifocitty:firatmbinahe oh 


2 for Annette was heightened by it, bur cit 
left-the knowledge of her condition 
FO ea her dcation;> Madam de Vaſques 
in particular, always violent in her wiſhes,. had 
extreme fears on this account: but Annette 
comforted: her: delighted to have found a mo- 
ther, ſhe derived no extraordinary joy from the 
conſcibuſneſs of her rank. Vet ſtili ſhe ſighed ? 
eſhomais had made choice of her een 
ble chatacter, what pleaſure muſt he have hall 
were he ſtill living, to find her birth ſo much 
ſuperior to his own, and to perceive by the 


facrifice-of that rank to which ſhe was entitled, N 


bow much ſhe ſhould prefer him to all that the 
world ſets a value upon] This thought coſt her 
ſome tears, and confirmed her in her preſent 
deſtination. Deſhomais was no more; and the 
whole world to her was annihilated with him. 
My daughter, therefore, continued in her no- 
_  viciature and greatly, edified the whole ſociety, 
by ſhowing them in the lady Sainville a girl 
as 3 as humble as the Von” bit 

Tur ame of 1 ds Was en at 


te end of a week, during which there was a ge- 
„ De 2 a neral 


11 


* 


1 e neneement "the ys how 
e ee ee ef Nknän Wie hör 
& long, "continuance, and The would Have de- 
fired to return to the exerciſes, if a bleeding in 
the foot Rad not octzfoned a fwelling in her 
Reg which Eonfiriel Her to her bed. Tue nuns : 

who ferved in the infrmary talked in high terms 
a young Jefuft, 'whs held "the morning Ulf 
courſes, and Excited a vichent curiefity in ſome 
old women, Who were laid up in the gout and the 
theumatifm, to hear him. 'Fhe young father, 
therefore, was defired to hold a diſcourſe to the 
5 flek, and he protmiſed it the day after the ve 
treat The ſociety, likewife, had a mind 6. 
| Bear it, and all the good damſels, with their 

veils let down, came into the hall of the infir :- 
mary a little before the preacher. Annette was. 
.  Faated, as well as her lameneſs would permit, in 1 3 

an armed chair; but ſcarte had the Jeſuit pro- 

nounced à word or two, than the ſound of the: 
beloved voice ſtriking to her heart, the liſted up- 
her veil witk a precipitancy which was: obſerved. 

by the preacher, and drew his eyes upon her. 

At that age the firſt ſudden emotions ure under 

no command. The young man, forgetting 
Where he Was, and the habit that he wore; had 
Le to have 'Overtiitiies three or four 'niins; in 

making 
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making his way. to the nov „ aft 1 
kimſelf at her feet, he eried, My dear Annette 
white ſhe at the Ne Feten | 
* Deſhomais! | 15 7h 


> 


"ink. 57 friend; + whit WIA Wege 
ke this muſt give the good ſiſters !. My mother: 
above all, to whom Annette had communicated 
nothing of that part of her life, hich concerned: 
her amour, fle into the moſt violent reproaches, 
and would have torn Deſhomais from the feet 


of his miſtreſs But they were both inſenſible to. a 


every thing, except the pleaſure of ſeeing each 
other again At length the Jeſuit, being well. 
ſhaken: by my mother, ſaid, Madam, undoubt-- 
edly I ought to aſk your pardon, but behold, the- 


was dead, and is alive again.! That excuſe did: 


not appear ſatisfactory to my mother, and con- 
tinuing to attack the Jeſuit, he loſt all patience. 
— Not a ſyllable of the crime, madam, ſaid he: 
the white veil which. Annette wears ſatisfies me 
that. ſhe is not profeſſed; L. too am Rill at li- 
berty, and when we quit our habits, the offence 
will ceaſe. | Heavens! what do 1 hear, cried: - 
madam. de Vaſque. two victims conſeerated to- 
the Lord, and already under the holy knife. 
want to eſcape from-the altar. Father, ſaid ſhe 


to Deſhomais in a more poſitive tone, it concerns 
HAMA = | not. 


24441 


5 1 NN 8 
EF catefu? abs mein conduct; keep 
Wort of quit" it, Lean have no farther — 
welt in it tan [purely out. of Chriſtian chatity | 
to pity "your poor ſe fout: but 1 have ſuch authority, | 
oa nnette that no one {half take her from me. 
te t | 
? te bas loſt her parents, has Hs friend but 
- niyfett, and you mall never obtain my conſent 2 
to. Anu union. which I ſhould look. upon as: facti-. 
lege. - Miſs Sainville ſhall be a nun, or, at 
leaſt, I will raiſe" ſuch: partition-walls between 
| you as nothing ſhall break through. „Till that 
| moment Annette had obſerved a filegce Which : 
her reſpect for her grandmother did not ſuffer ; 
ber to break, but this haughty declaration of 
deſpotiſm gave her the uſe of her tongue; ſuch | 
| rn: ſhe thought, might diſpenſe with her 15 
ſu miffion. When ſhe knew that madam de 
Vaſque. would abuſe an authority, which no 
longer appeared to be real when ſhe would have 3 
_ carried. it. beyond the bounds of reaſon, ſhe de- 
| termined to cut, off, at one firoke, her hopes e of * = 
2 ſeeing her bend beneath the yoke of tyranny. "on 
Madam, ſaid ſhe, Heaven is my witneſs, that 
| when I diſcoyeted in you A remoter parent, 'T 
conceived for a .grandmother, whom I love and by 
, thoſe ſentiments I ſhould undoubtedly 


6 


5 have 10 for "thoſe, .to whom 3 owe" my 
being... 22 cannot owe to you more than 3 


* 


= _—_— CR — th : 
4 
* I * „ ont y " om 
? 
* 
* 
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ties and that obedience . thould, have. paid th, 
 thems,and I find nothing; in ny heart that would, 
have. inclined eee W Kays, 
their conſent ;, but, It, By. fame time, it. S 095 
ein chat all the powers, wen cart fond rot 
haye forced me. to give vp the, fight Wi vaye er 
myſelf. I never will be, a nun--You need never. 
hope for it. Providence has ſaved e _ 
crime, of becoming, a ſacrifice to de Peer 6.00 
very true, madam, nothing but my grief for, 
hayiog loſt the man who is now before you, 
could, have led me to the altar, and I { ould 
have had no other heart to offer to the Supreme 5 
Being, but one that was ſtill mourning over T | 
ohject that it had loſt. What have I faid? 
tremble, while I ſpeak itz the everlaſting | 1 God. 
would have had. no part in the offering 1 ſhould 4 
haye made: I ſhall be careful not to conſummate | 
a profane ſacrifice, at a time when my eyes are | 
open to the impropriety; 3 therefore, renounte 
thoſe reſolutions, that Heaven, never inſpire 1 5 
and I fvear, - - - Take heed what you e 
; - about. to. ſyear,, interrupted. my mother, with - 
looks that might. haye made a girl c of leſs . cou- 2 
rage tremble. , You ſhall be a nun, Annette : T* 
ſhall . know. how to avail myſelf, of the power 2 
which, nature has given me over 9 At a 


mes Annette, forgetting 101 that ſhe 4610 ? > Y 
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ee ee e yo eee 
td exert it: Your Wed u ee with 5 
one victim; you would (acrifice the daughter 46 
you would have ſacrificed the mother: but my 
Cotage is not Teſs thin her's, und though you 
ſhould ſhut me up in the bowels of che Tarthy, 1 
Thould find a means to eſcape your tyfanhy, Tf 
nothing elſe, at leaſt, by a ſpeedy death, 
Ake back this deteſted habit, ſaid the; teari ns 
( off het veil, her hatidkerchief and her fillet; and 
3 » Deſhomais, go, take away my real mother 
delon; I renounce every authority but her's. 
No ſooner had ſhe ſpoke than ſhe took out of 
her pocket the writing that contained my hiſtory, 
| tore it in pieces and caſt it into the fire, before 
| my mother, who would not have ſuffered it, hal 
it been in ber | r power _ to prevent it. After ſhe 
| had done this, with an air ef tranquillity, the 
faid, Madam, you have an authority in this 
| houſe, which I do not pretend to diſpute with 
4 you, biit it is only over thoſe who continue in 
it, 1 kope that my mother will not ſuffer my 


conti inuance here to be long; 'till ſhe {hall take 
me away I will pay you all the reſpect that is 
due to your place. Demhomais, as you may | 
j e dero aan of this. dialogue, 


. : and 
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; add ie ie of Annette, who added that 
he might inform himſelf of every thing chat 
ſeemed myſterious, from Madelon, who lodged: 
in the out offices, where ſhe was ready to affiſt 
at my daughter's profeſon—Deſhomais went 
out, and madam de Vaſque immediately ordered 
Madelon to be conveyed to her apartments. She 
would have made ſure of this woman before ſhe 
could know any thing of the lover, but ſhe was. 
too late: he was gone, and already at the room 
of the box-women. She eried out in aftoniſh- 
ment at the fight of the Jeſuit, who without 
. anſwering any queſtions, intreated her to follow 
him te a houſe where he was known. There 
| it was that he learnt the birth of Annette with 
ſuch tranſports of joy as are not eaſy to be con- 
_ ceived—He flattered himſelf that his father, dic 
treſſed at the meaſures he had taken, would con- 
ſent to any thing that might reſtore him to tlie 
world; he depended particularly upon the af- 
ſiſtance of the abbeſs of St. Stephen's, who loved 
my daughter, and was inconſolable for her loſs, 
She was. ambitious, and would be pleaſed with 
the rank of the family to which her nephew 
would be allied by marrying my daughter. Tou 
ſee, my dear marchioneſs, that he reaſoned like 
a young man; far from being ſure that Annette 
might be acknowledged by her 2 he did 
not 
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"75; ni 1 41 | An I 
* 2 nens, ber ws 3 to- 15 55 
ciety, waited on his ſuperior, who, w 


Bn, and told bim hat had — th Beg 

ut reſerve. | i” "Though t the good father was ſorry 
to 3 A youth, of ſuch hopes, yet he had too. 
much generolity 0 of ſentiment to. think of over- 


Fn the 1 1855 be has formed of quitting 8 7 


7 E 
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EL 


habit, anc 8 to 50 him with bis e in 


'Þ N affair, He was. very, urgent, it 
"ſeems, to, inform his relations of this event, but 
the. conduct of my mother with regard 1 to fi 
nette, .obl lg them to haſten her removal. 
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4 1 * ＋ 7 1 1 + 
hy un bor Band? f. te ii it Tales e 6 ll | 
| you, that b. bah. Hiehd9 i alk the "nuns, w A* 
Far from ev ving nts Me Hage of Ger fag — 
Favoured her eleipę ab oö as they knew w how tg 
d&'it \pith deEncy. The rector of th the Tekale 
promifed the iti of t the ord 75 Wy 
| Demag at Deppe, till Annette thou be 
conducted to a ſociety, and gave his word 855 
ene yöüng man ſhould not attempt to ſee her, 
till the moment that her family ſhould 8 5 
0 thei warte Tt” was "eaſy after this, to 


my mother. The nurſe who was in waiting 
conducted her to the ladies of Miramion at 
Paris; * whither the' rector had recommended her. 
"She was ſeven da ays without | receiving any in- 
| formation, „Aid beg gun to be very uneaſy, when 
the was told that an eccleſiaſtic deſired to ſpeak 
with her privately. She was in a little hall, 
Where the ſiſters of "that houſe look. after poor 
5 people, for thoſe women are not cloiſtered 
| Scarce had the honeſt man made the uſual 
Topics, before he put a letter into her 
"binds, and faid at the ſame inſtant, Fly, madam, 
you haye not a moment to loſe—Thete is a 
Jetter de cachet given out for your arreſt : you 
vill find 3 a coach at 1 N which will conduct 

6 | you 
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von to the houſe of a waman I can de end 

and that letter will inform you what meaſures 
you are to take. He would not ſuffer Annette 
t ſtay to thank him, nor to go out of his ſight 
til he had put her into the coach he had brought, 
It ſtopped at the houſe of a widow, who ex- 
 pefted my daughter, and treated her with great 
kindneſs: after having conducted her to a de- 
: cent apartment, ſhe left her alone to peruſe her 
letter, and deſired her to ring, when ſhe had 
any commands The moment the was gone, 


Annette opened the letter, and read the follow - 


N ing words written by the hand of the rector: 
Fly, madam, fly to Turin, and ſeek protection 
in the marquis de Sainville. Madam de Vaſque 
is in league with the father of Deſhomais to 
undo you. Your imprudent nurſe has furniſhed 
them with the means, againſt her intention: | 
they have obtained an order from above for your 
confinement ; and I wiſh you may, receive his 
information before it eas Face,” - 


þ Annes muſt have been extremely ter- 
' rified at the reading of this letter; but the nurſe, 

who informed me of all I have written to you, 

knows not by what means ſhe got to Turin, or 


prevailed upon the marquis to acknowledge ber. 
JS | - 00 
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| pt Toulquſe,; but . 
Na memraf ber ane hn mir md hen 


5 a tender parent, that ſhe had. things. of Arent 


. . conſequence to communicate to her, and would 


do it foon—A few days after ſhe. had received 


this letter, Madelon met her huſband in the 


ſtreets ; he knew her, aſked her pardon for his 


£2 bad conduct, and perſwaded her to quit the 


Amurees, and go with him to Toulouſe, where, 
he told her, he had a good proviſion. The 
poor credulous woman believed him, but, in- 
Read of finding a proviſion, found nothing but 
want and miſery. Her grief occaſioned a ſick- 
neſs, during which ſhe had pledged that ring, 
by which, as I have told you, I had the gw 
fortune to find her, 7s | 


1 SHALL put this letter into the poſt at Suze, 
my dear marchioneſs, and it ſhall be followed 
by another, which I will write immediate- 
ly after I have had the pleaſure of embracing. 
E's daughter How great are my agitations, as 
that time approaches ! I am not yet determined 
upon any meaſures: yet I believe I ſhall write 
to the dear girl, before I endeavour to ſee her; 

and 
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mother, 
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the child? 
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| N. E W cauſes of diſcouragement! New 
4 Y ſources of conſolafin ! The marquis de 
Sainville is not at Turin, my dear marchioneſs 
Ale went ſome, months ago to Paris, and 1 
have not been able to obtain any account of my 
00x; child ; but of this 1 muſe en you more 


* TOLD you 1 had determined to write to 
Annette before I endeayoured to ſee her: this 1 
did upon my arrival at Turin. I gave no other 
account of myſelf than as of a ſtranger, who 
_ . could give her ſome information of her family. 
Vet, ſimple as the ſubject of ſuch a letter was, 1 
was in ſuch confuſion, and my hand trembled 
ſo exceſſively, that I was obliged to begin it 
twice, and if my impatience had given me leave, 
I ſuppoſe 1 ſhould have wrote it a- new. I had 
| ſearce given myſelf time to change my gown, | 
before I called a chair, and ordered the men to 
carry me to the marquis's houſe. Thoſe kind 
of people know all perſons of quality, and they 
aſked me whether my buſineſs was with the mar- | 
Vor. 1 O quis. I 


— 
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quis. No, ſaid I, I only want to carry a letter | 
to the young lady, his daughter; do you know 
her ? Yes, I know her, ſaid one of them, I 


| have had the honour to carry her, during the 


ſickneſs of one of her people, and I aſſure you 
—but one ſhould not wiſh any perſon ill. 


Nevertheleſs,” if that man had died, the would 
have been well ſatisfied with my ſervices, and, 


for my part, I would rather have carried her for 
nothing, than another who would have given 


me much money. However, I was obliged to 
give up my place; but it is ſome ſatisfaction to 
think that I could not have kept it long: the 
charming marchioneſs, as well as her grand- 
father, has left Turin. O my God! cried I, 


in the utmoſt conſternation, do not you know 


vrhere they are gone ? Oh, as to that, replied 


the man, I know nothing about the matter ; I 
never intermeddle with other people s affairs: 


but if you chuſe that we ſhould carry you to the 
houſe, you may ſpeak to the porter — My dear 


marchioneſs, how did my heart beat at that 
moment Vet Mr. de Sainville might be at 
ne great diſtance, and I deſired this man to con- 
vey me to that nobleman's as ſoon as poſſible; 


the porter told me that his maſter was at Paris. 


Did he go alone, ſaid I, haſtily? I cannot tell 
"you that, anſwered the man; I have not been 
| here 8 
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y above a month, and it was the art 0 = 


| fiſter who hired me, after ſhe had turned away 
my predeceſſor for drunkenneſs: but cannot! 
ſpeak to that man? T had his direction, replied 
the porter; but, about an hour ago, I gave it 
to a ſtranger who enquired for him: I will write 
it down for you as well as T can remember. 
Only tell us it, ſaid my chairman ; he muſt be 
very hard to find, indeed, if I cannot find 
him. However, notwithſtanding, this man's in- 
genuity at finding, he dragged me from door to 
door, for an hour and a half. Had I indulged 
my natural impulſe, I believe I ſhould have run 
about like a fool, or à frantic creature—My 
impatience and impetuoſity were at their higheſt _ 
pitch. Happily, I referred to my vrincajiles of _ 
ſubmitting to Providence, and never, ſurely, 
had I more need of them. The porter's wife 
told us that he was gone out with a gentleman, 
and that, whenever he went out, he ſeldom re- 
turned before night, and was then uſually very 
drunk. I made enquiries of this woman, who: 
knew nothing at all of Mr. de Sainville's fa- 
mily; and I was obliged to leave her my direc- 
tion, and promiſe her a crown, if ſhe could 
find her huſband and ſend him to me. I returned 
to the inn ſo extremely fatigued that I defirad 
my hoſteſs to 8 me a bed, for that I was 
O02 OS realty”: 
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a wiſe Providence, who, for good reaſons, does 
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really not well. Alas ! ſaid n L am 

very. ſorry for your indiſpaſition if you had 
| a one I ſhould have deſired your aſſiſtance 
to comfort the poor gentleman that came dong 


with you He is quite deſperate; and 1 believe, 
in my conſcience, that his head will be turned. 


Though I had much ado to ſupport myſelf, 1 
went, out of compaſſion, to his chamber, and 


he really terrified me. His eyes were perfectly 
wild, and I had ſpoke to him ſame time before 
I could get a word from him Till awaking, 


all at once, as it were, out of a profound ſleep, bl 


Madam, ſaid he, I beg your pardon: you ſee 
before you the moſt wretched of men; I have | 
nothing to do, but to die. That, ſaid I, is a 

wretched: reſource—A man, like you, ought to 5 
exert his fortitude, and ſeek for conſolation in 
that, and in a neceſſary ſubmiſſion to the decrees 
of Providence. Take my advice: your journey, 
1 apprehend, has not been more ſucceſsful than 
mine; I have not been able to find my daughter, 
and it is clear that you have not found your 


miſtreſs. As our diſappointments are the ſame, 


we ought to have recourſe to the ſame means 
of conſolation: religion i is always a reſource to 
thoſe who do not believe that every thing is di- 
rected by the erring hand of chance. There is 


not 


— 
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| that our honeſt deſigns ſhould. 
dope che ſucceſs, we expect. Let us be obedient 
to his determinations and merit, by our ſub- 


net ak ermi 


miſſion, more happy events. Ah, madam |. re- 
plied the undappy youth; I have not even the 


lenſt hope left. Sbe whom I fought” is, pro- 


bably, loſt for ever to a man who lives and 
breathes but for her. In chat caſe, anſwered I, 


perhaps I am leſs to be pitied:— The n 
daughter How, madam ? cried he, riſing 


in the utmoſt agitation, was it at the marquis de 


Sainville's that you ſought your daughter? By 
your leave, one queſtion—Can ! be happy enough 


Is this the tender Deſhomais that I have found ? 


And, in what circutnſtances! Dying, deſperate! 


More diligent than myſelf, he had found out 


the marquis's old porter, and had learnt from 
1 following vickuwhuiin,.. ; 75 e 


l Laughter had 4 fix. months ih hr 


. all at once, the was gone. dane ſaid he 
bad obliged her to go into a convent; others, 


that he had ſent her to her parents: but I know. 


un information, ſaid the porter, that 


to find in you the mother of my deateſt Annette ? 
Judge of my emotions ot that name, my dear: 


. 


. 
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| hehas put her into the hands of his ſiſter, who 
is the vileſt woman in the world. She hated 
that charming girl, becauſe, before her diſcovery, 4 
ſhe expected a large fortune from the marquis, 
who had-no other heirs but her and her children, 
One evening ſhe demanded the keys of me in 
the marquis's name. I was perplexed about it, 
and wanted to know what ſhe would do with 
them. Next day, about four in the morning, 1 
heard the ſound of ſteps in the court, and look 
ing out at a corner of my window, I faw her 
umm miſs Sainville, who wept very much. 
: vent together into a coach, and nothing 
Has been heard ſince.— What a tale, my dear 
marchioneſs 1 — That wicked woman But 
poſſibly it may not be ſo; ſhe diſmiſſed that 
e and he ſought his revenge; ſor he would 
have perſwaded Deſhomais that this lady was ca- 
pile of making away with her. I drive theſe 
| Horrid thoughts far from me; the marquis is 
| incapable of admitting ſuch a crime. Wherefore 
| ſhould he hate my unhappy daughter? It is poſ- 
ſible that there might be a ſhort miſunderſtand- 
ing, and that ſhe is now at Paris with him. For 
Heaven's fake, . my dear friend, communicate 
this letter to your huſband, and prevail upon 
him to ſpeak himſelf to Mr. de Sainville. He 


will not preſume to make any evaſions with 
| ſuch 


ſuch a . as che marquis, ah mult of courſe EIT 


explain himſelf with regard. to the fate of that 


unfortunate child. Heaven defend her from the 
deſigns of that woman! Were ſhe at Turin, I 
ſhould go boldly to demand my child; and if ſhe 
ſhould make any difficulty of giving her up, I 
ſhould have recourſe to the law; I ſhould throw 


— myſelf af the feet of the king. w_ 1 Was about to 


return immediately to Paris; Deſhomais thought 
it better that I ſhould ſtay here, and wait your 
anſwer. We ſhall employ the time in ſeeking 
out that woman who has occaſioned theſe dread- 
ful apprehenſions. If ſhe has put my daughter 
into a convent, which, upon the whole, is very 
probable, to forſake this country would be to 
forſake her. Her lover, who gives me this ad- 
vice, has had much difficulty to take ĩt himſelf. 


| Yet, what could he do at Paris? Neither his 


age, nor his rank could have any weight with 


5 Mr. De Sainville. Beſides, in ſuch an affair, 


that coolneſs is neceſſary, which no young man 
in the ſame circumſtances could be capable of. 
My God! how could it be done? 


' From the commencement of my journey, to 
this hour, have I not paſſed a day without of- 
RE; oy: child to the Author of her being, 
- 0 4 | whoſe 
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whoſe ſhe is, more than' mine, ie refarting 
the event entirely to him, and ſubmitting to his 
ſaored will; and yet I am ſo weak, that, were it 
not for the neceſſity of ſupporting Deſhomais, 1 | 
' ſhould be expoſed to the greateſt follies ; ſhould, 
poſſibly, run crying around the ſtreets. of Turin, 


and call upon the whole city to give me up my 


child. O my gracious God ! what is human 
fortitude, when thou withholdeſt. thy. ſupport, 
and leaveſt us to ourſelves! I depend upon the 


humanity of the marquis, my dear ! I have no 
hope but from his aſſiſtance; and I beg it on 


my kees. As ſoon as you have any thing to 
inform me of, I entreat you to ſend an express 
Whatever the marquis may hear, for God's 

holy ſake, let him not withhold it from me: 
let him not ſpare me: I can but die with grief 
I die every moment, and my. life, for thee 
four hours, has been nothing but agony. De- 
me vil not truſt to the poſt for the convey+ - 
ance of. this letter. He ſays that the packet 
| Reps at Beauvoiſin and at Lyons ; and that this 
would occaſion ſome delay. We, therefore, 
© diſpatch the ſon of our hoſteſs, who promiſes 
us to travel night and day. The weather is 


fine, and he will not be ſtopped at Mount 
Len e e en, by 
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another 8 he will be too 1 a- 
ti igued—He would either return too ſlow, or 
his expedition would kill hi 
to detain him ſome days before he returns. 
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LETTER IIK. 


ver 10 EMERANCE: 


"OUR misfortunes are at an end, my dear 
friend; and you have nothing more to do 


_ than to be grateful to the Supreme Providence: 

your daughter will ſoon be reſtored to you; and I 
have nothing to fear for you but the exceſs of your 
joy. For God's fake, my dear friend, be moderate 
.— Summon all your fortitude : for more of that 


quality is neceſſary for the proper ſupport of the 


good news I have to tell you, than you would 
require to bear the greateſt griefs. The marquis 


deſired that I ſhould preface it for two pages, 


that the agitation of your ſpirits might not be 


100 violent, or ſudden ; but I find I cannot do 
it, and 1 muſt lead you at once to the whole 
dazzling view of happineſs. Rejoice, my dear 
friend; let your whole ſoul rejoice—Your daugh- 


| fer is with me; ſhe is in my arms: the paper I 
write upon is wet with her tears; and ſhe i is in- 
treating me to ſend her rather than write : ſhe | 


is in the ſame condition that you were, vpon 


your departure from Toulouſe; and fhe is ſe- 
_ Tiouſly unhappy that the has nothing more than 
legs, which ſhe would freely change for wings, 


. . 
” 2 
* „ 
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I keep you longer in ſuſpence—That beautiful 
Mary, that amiable girl, who ſtruck me at firſt 45 
ſight, and inſtinctively caught my heart, is the 
charming Annette. Be quiet, child! I will go 

on — She is looking over me, and, reading as 
faſt as I write, ſhe pretends that I praiſe her too 
much. She would have me blot out amiable and 
charming ; ; thoſe epithets, ſhe ſays, are not her 
due — She ſhall fall off too much, when you ſee 
| her—She would have me write, in their room, 
that tender, that obedient, that reſpeclful girl. But 
be ſhe vain, or be ſhe obſtinate; what I have 
written, I have written—1 ſhall eraſe nothing— 
And I could add much more without exagger- 
ating—See what ſhe has done with her delica- ; 
cies and ꝓunctilio's I know not where I am 
: I may believe her, ſhe would go with 
my meſſenger, and ſhe aſſerts that ſhe has cou- 


rage enough to go poſt, —But, my dear child, 


vou will delay the courier, and your, mother 
counts every minute.—Let him go, then—Let 
him fly immediately — But- we muſt wait for 


horſes and day-light—People don't go poſt on 


_ foot; and though you had no complaints be- 


= fore, you might ſtand a chance of falling into a 
| pit, or of breaking a leg—See, to what circum- 


ftances I am reduced, my dear friend! your. 
„ „ . 
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Re) minutely to her, or ſhe would underſtand no- 


| Let us go, nadam- 
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ry to explain every thing 3 


thing: and though 1 thought I had ſatisfied her, 
and had nothing more to do than go on with 
my letter, ſhe is . interrupting me with, 
No, you ſhall not go— 
You are a depoſit, entruſted to me; and 1 will 


not loſe fight of you—But do not you ſee, at 


the fame time, that it is impoſſible. for me to 
follow you? It would be curious to ſee a wo- 
man, fix months gone with child, riding poft 
full ſpeed. —Be quiet, if you pleaſe, and, till 


the horſes are ready, let me inform your dear 
mother, by what means I have diſcovered that 
you are not the daughter of John Picard. I 
received your letter at ten in the morning, and 


bad ſcarce read it through, before the marquis 


et out for Paris, as you deſired. He returned 
next day, extremely chagrined, to inform me 
that Mr. de Sainville had left Paris two days 5 
before, and that it was not known whither, or 


how far he might travel. I knew not how to 


acquaint you with this bad news, nor what mea- 


ſures I ought to take for the diſeovery of your 
'father-in-l;:w. The mortification J felt at not 


being able to ſerve you as effectually and as rea- 


oy as 1 could haye wiſhed, made me for ſome | 
_ hours 
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ſome hours not the ſame cteature. The bell 
rung for ſupper, and my heart was ſo full, that 
it was inipoſſible for me to eat 4 morſel. M ) 
little Mary was alarmed at my change of coE.. 
tenance, and at the tears which I could not re-. 
ſtrain. She aſked me haftily if I were ſick, and 
could have no ſatisfaction from my anſwers. 1 
was almoſt ſuffocated, and jit was neceſfary to 
unlace me — The marquis was frightened, and, - 
ſent immediately to Auxerre for help —All the | 
ſervants run to me with water and ſalts, and 
Bot; thing which they thought might recover 
Mary kept them off, Your lady wants 

E Hitch but water, ſaid ſhe; this is only a fit of 

the vapours, occaſioned | by reſtraining her tears: 
J anſwer that there is no danger : at the ſame 
time ſhe offered me a glaſs of water, and threw 
it over my face. This recovered me very much, 
as it made me weep, which I ſhould not have 
forbore to do, but through fear of afflicting the 
marquis; however, I now no longer reſtrained 
my tears, and in half an hour I was well. Mary _ 
then defired me to eat a little; and when my 
huſband told her that her talents were univerſal, 
as ſhe added to all thoſe he had already known, 

5 chat of phyſic- likewiſe, ſhe anſwered, that, at 
leaſt, ſhe might fatter herſelf with a thorough | 
knowledge of that diſorder. It increaſes by 
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5 dieting, VEN ſhe; I have ſeen ma of it in 
. . convents, where I have paſſed the greateſt. part 

5 of my life, and where it is very common. B 
followed her advice, and was very well. Being 
young, continued ſhe, as I was eating, I had a 
miſtreſs, who was ſo much affected by the 
lighteſt accident that happened to her boarders, 
that it threw. my poor lady St. Victoria—Ladyß 
St. Victoria! replied I with emotion: was not 
ſhe in · the abbey of the ladies of St, Stephen at 
Rheims ? Yes, madam, anſwered Mary, bluſh- 
[rand for Heaven's ſake, replied I haſtily, 
was you at St. Stephen's? Did you know the 
| pretended daughter of the box- woman, the beau- a 
tiful Annette? Her ſurpriſe, the paleneſs that 
followed the bluſhes; which, at my firſt queſtion, | 

had overſpread her countenance, inſpired me 

with the delightful hope that I was in poſſeſſion 

of the object I feared I ſhould never find. At 

= the fame time J recollected a thouſand circum- 

=  Aftances that might have opened my eyes, had I 
nt been perſwaded by your letters, that your 
daughter was at Turin, However, notwith- 

* ſtanding this ray of hope that glanced upon my 

heart, I was again reduced to deſpair by an un- 

welcome recollection. The beautiful Mary fled 


re oy v F 


from the tyranny of a father: Annette had never 2 
; known a father. All theſe thoughts occurred 3 
2 2 to * 
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. i: ride nila} moment, and, notwithſtanding my. 
\ doubts, before Annette was recovered. from the 
confuſion into which my queſtion had thrown 
her, J roſe from my chair, and claſped her to 
my boſom, without being able to utter a ſingle 
word. She came to herſelf ſooner than I did, 
and ſaid, Ah, madam! what intereſt can you 
have in enquiring after an. unfortunate girl, who 
never could merit the honour of being known 
to you? Has ſhe new ſufferings' to undergo? 
But, pardon me, madam—You bring back to 
my memory ſuch painful reflections, that I am 
confuſed, and know not what I ſay. Suffer me 
to withdraw a moment, 'to recover myſelf. No, 
my dear, ſaid I, my peace of mind is at ſtake 
It is abſolutely neceſſary that you ſhould clear 
up my doubts. May they be happily cleared! 
May you prove the daughter of my dear Eme- 
rance, that beloved child, the loſs of whom af- 
fected me ſo much, that it occaſioned the acct 
dent en _ befel mo. * 
eee was e capable of ba 
ing what I ſaid At the name of Emerance ſhe 
ſhrieked, and fainted away. Happily, the ſur- 
geon, who had been ſent for to attend me, ar- 
rived at that moment. He let her blood, which 
e Fes : recovered 
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© 2 my hands with her tears, and called me her dear 


mother. She was bled. a fecond time, and that > 


Aved her life ; for Gill that moment ſhe was very 


much in danger. When ſhe was capable of un- 


derſtanding me, I ſaid every thing that thought 
might keep her calm. I at firſt made ber un- 
derſtand that the ſame mother, to whoſe arms 
I ſhould. ſoon; reſtore ber, knew and loved De- 


ſhomais. Nevertheleſs, I durſt not tell het alt 


I knew concerning the latter, for fear of in- 


m— her / emotion; it was not till ſhe was 
entire out of danger of a relapſe, that I put 
Song letter into her hand, and that effected ber 
cure to a miracle. She would abſolutely write 
to you—l prevailed, with difficulty, that the 
| ſhould repoſe: herſelf till the next day, when 
her arm would be well; and I hall allo defer | 
till that time to acquaint you with ſuch of her 
adventures as are yet unknown to you. A 


ſecond meſſenger ſhall be diſpatched within two 


days, and he ſhall wait for you at Lunebourg. 
I will not delay the departure of this. Vou 
may ooncludt that we ſhall not have a mo- 
ment's reſt *ti!l we, hear from ybuI1 would 
* Jon, therefore, Wſpatoh a ſecond expreſs, 
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iſe, may 


= [ place where we now are. I would ſay one word 
for myſelf, and for Annette, to the faithful 
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ER E is no ſuch thing as dying 
of grief, or joy; for I am ſtill alive; if, 
\ nds ſuch. a ſtate as I have been in for theſe - 

three hours that I have received your letter, 
may be called living. You fay very right, my 
dear friend, joy is more difficult to bear than 
grief: it has not left me the uſe of words. I 
thank my gracious God—I lift my hands and 

eyes to heaven I weep I embrace Deſhomais 
I entreat him to leave me, and haſten our 
departure. I am afraid to be alone for fear of 
ſinking under the oppreſſion of my tranſports: 
at laſt I determined to write a ſingle word to 
you, and ſet off immediately. Deſhomais is not 
more at eaſe than myſelf—Our hearts are gone 
gone, my dear, before us! For Heaven's 
| ſake, if your health and that of my dear An- 
nette will permit you, keep your promiſe, and 
meet us. But, no, your condition muſt be 
8 and that dear child may yet be weak 
from her bleeding. Reſt both, then, where you 
are, and wait our coming. I neither know 
what I ſay, nor what 1 would wiſh ; I leave 
e 


* 


fhip. O how infinite are my obligations to 
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every thing to your diſeretion, and your friend- | 


he friendſhip | What, what thanks can | give 
| you? Dear Annette, thy tender mother wiſhes 
for no longer life, than may enable her to em- 
brace thee: Preſerve me my child, by taking 1 


dus care of yourſelf. Be obedient to thy friend, 


and your proteftreſs—Excuſe me the ſilence of 
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| 5 . my dear friend, with the 
. ,meſlenger, who väll bring you this 
ctter, 8 we ſhall not keep pace with him. 
Annette s health, though perfectly re-eſtabliſh- 
ed, required forme care as well: as my conditions 
VC 
_ meeting, I ſesve as ſecretary to Annette, who is 
not yet able to write. She counts the minutes, 
- thinks hours as long as ages, would eſcape from 
me, if I did not keep a ſtrict eye upon her, and 
venture, without fear, through the gulphs of 
Mount Cenis (where ſhe owns ſhe has been 
| much terrified) to find herſelf a moment ſooner - 
in your arms. She would fain perſuade me that 
ſhe has no other motives than the delightful. 
ä pleaſure of beholding a mother ſo worthy of her 
ſtenderneſs. The ſentiments of filial affection 
ſo entirely take up her heart, as ſhe would 
have me believe, that it is utterly incapable of 
8 Yet I will venture to aſſert that 
| | It has room for another object: it is by no 
Lit means a narrow heart, and the place which the |, 
4 parent occupies does not encroach * upon the 
. Ty” province 
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province -of the loyer.. LI amuſe myſelf with. 


teaſing her, and tell her that dhe artfully avails 


herſelt of one ende her ſentiments to diſguiſe 


Deſhomais, bat ſays at the ſame time that, in 
her preſent ſituation, ſhe! feels for nothing vat” 
5 vou. The lover has here a reaſonable: quarrel | 
againſt you, and has to accuſe you for alienat- 


ing the affections of his miſtreſs. Vet I) 


adviſe him not to deſpair. He is yet ſo much 


beloved that he may very well be patient, and let 


him take my word for it that all the ſighs which 


| paſs the mountains are not for the mother. For 


my part, it is with the utmoſt difficulty I can 


: preſerve my own. patience, till to-morrow morn- 
ing that we ſet off, It ſcems to me that every 
meaſure we take to haſten our departure, at the 


ſame time haſtens yours, though I cannot ſu- 
ſpe your delay. But where ſhould J be, if the 


bad weather ſhould delay you as long in your 
: return from Turin, as it did in your Journey 
thither ? I muſt not think of it, for the very 
| thought i is miſerable, ' You ſee, my dear friend, 


\ 
- 


how little I have profited by the ſublime leſſons 


you have given me. All the difference I know 


between what I now am, and what J have for- 
merly been, is that I am fenſible of my weak- 


neſs, and intreat the divine Being to amend my 
_ . . * | poor 
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mM.) How happy, were my een for | 
- for him as ardent as my tenderneſs for my 
friends, particularly for you, and for your 


daughter! I ſend you with this an account of 
every thing the dear child ſuffered after her de- 
Parture from Paris. It may engage your atten- 
tion during the evenings which are ſtill long, 
and remove the temptations of travelling by 
night, while it furniſhes you with ſome 2 
food at your 3 inn. Annette ſpeaks. 


„ be of the Hiſtory Y Anwzrrs, 


NO ſooner was I informed of the danger I 
was expoſed to at Paris, than I ſought by every 
means to fly from thence, as well as from France 
itſelf, But how to do this alone, without 
money, and almoſt without cloaths ? That letter 


gave me no account of Deſhomais What · was 


become of him ? How could he abandon me in 
ſuch diftreſsful circumſtances ? After ſome ſuch 
reflections as thoſe I rung, and the woman who | 
had taken me into her houſe appeared, and ſaid, 

Tknow, madam, the extremity to which you are 
reduced; I am not rich; nevertheleſs, I have a 
dozen Louis at your ſervice. You muſt take 
the ſtage for Lyons, which, by good fortune 
ſets off to- morrow morning before four. I have 
bought you a caſſock, and à cloak, that you 
A may 
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may paſs for a young Lyoneſe, who i is renin 


ing from his ſtudies at Paris; there is no pro- 


bability that they ſhould think you gone off 
ſo ſoon, I. embraced this charitable woman in 


a tranſport of gratitude, and immediately tried 


the habits ſhe had procured me, which 1 kept 
on the whole day, that-I might be a little ac- 
cuſtomed to them, and appear leſs auxward. I 
aſked the woman whether ſhe knew what was 


become of Deſhomais : : ſhe had never heard of _ 


his name, and refuſed even to tell me her own, 
or that of the good and charitable eccleſiaſtic 
who informed me of the danger to which I was 
_ expoſed. It was ſtill dark when I got into the 
_ and when the day light appeared 
there was a general examination of each other's 
faces in the machine, There was a ſprightly 
young girl ſeated by an officer, who appeared 
to have been her conductor from Paris, two 
fathers of the oratory, &c. &c. a mutual ac- 
quaintance was made, and each told the motive of 


his journey. The damſel affured us ſhe was going 


to viſit an uncle, which uncle, I ſuppoſe, was 
juſt as eſſential a being as the father I was to meet 


at Lyons. The three firſt days of our journey 


paſſed agreeably enough. The fathers interro- 


gated me concerning my ſtudies; and it was 
well for me that I had not forgot the little 1 


had 


| had. le BY f ths" en] Chas af. 9 
19 talked | Latin wich great fluency, baving been 5 
| he time in ermany, where 
to uſe at language. He. had a mind to know 
"whether I underſtood it better than it is gene- 
rally learnt at college, and was pleaſed at the 
facility with which I expreſſed myſelf. He 
aſked me whether I was acquainted with the 
Greek too, and I told him that I underſtood it, 
"but did not ſpeak. it. He had a Greek author 
* along with him, and when we were at dinner, | 
he deſired me to conſtrue. a paſſage or two, 
Which I did ſo much to his ſatisfaction, that at 
every place where we baited, we paſſed all the 
time we had to ſpare in reading together. 
"Theſe circumſtances may ſeem trifling, but I 
mention them, becauſe I am indebted to them 
for my ſafety. When we were within three 
leagues of Chalons, a man came poſt, and 
' ſeeming much' fatigued, obtained leave of the 
coachman to come into the coach. The nymph 
who fate by the officer at firſt drew the attention 
of the ſtranger; but afterwards he fixed his 
eyes. upon me in ſuch a manner as made me 
2 little uneaſy, While he was looking at 
me as if he were endcavouring to recollect 
my features, the father quoted a paſſage 


| from er which referred to the attention 
this 
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: Ss man had ſhewn to the lady: 1 anſwered 
| him in the ſame language, and we continued our 
converſation for ſome minutes. No ſooner were 


we got into the inn, chan our new companion 


ordered, by, the king's authority, the doors to 
be made 
was ſurrounded with the officers of the marẽ̃- 


and at the ſame time the houſe 


chaufſec. Happily for me, I was in a back- 


chamber while all this paſſed, otherwiſe I ſhould 


have diſcovered myſelf by my fright. About a 


quarter of an hour after, the father came into 
my chamber, and aſked me if I would not take 
leave of our fellow-travellers. The lady, ſays 
he, way one of Venus's pilgrims, and the man 


who joined us on our journey is an exempt, who 


has a letter de cachet to ſecure. her. But, 
added the good father, that is not the pleaſanteſt 


part of the ſtory, This man, after having 


plw⸗aced guards at the door of this fair Helen, 
- aſked me very ſeriouſly if I knew you; I have 


another order, ſaid he, to arreſt a young woman 
that belonged to the ladies of Miramion. She 
has, certainly, had information of the letter 
de cachet; for ſhe has made her eſcape. See, 


 faid he, taking a paper out of his pocket; ſee 
the deſcription of that fugitive ! The features 


of that young ſcholar ſo exactly reſemble the 


picture they gave me of her, that I was almoſt 
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ſure . but When 
I heard you talk Latin together, I was con- 
vinced that it was not the perſon I wanted. 101 
read the deſcription, continued the father, and 
really one would have thought it had been de- 
ſigned for you, except that the lady is taller. I 


obſeryed this, to the exempt,/ and aſſured him 


that you were come from college, where "or 
bid r n with n ane A ? 


1 J . ES 4 
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en, the eber bee me thin PU con- 


1 buſon of my looks would have betrayed me 


more than the reſemblance of the deſcription 
had done. I was pale, trembling, and ready to 
throw myfelf at his feet to intreat that he would 
help me out at the window, and afliſt my eſcape. 
Yet I did not do it. A moment's reflection 
ſhewed me that nothing but the greateſt firm- 


neſs could: reſcue me from the danger. I affect- 
ed a burſt of laughter, and, may I fay without 


offence, madam, I ſwore, yes ſwore, the better 


to aſcertain my ſex; that I thought it an ex- 


cellent joke, and that I intended to attack the 


exempt ; for certainly, added I, he will ſup with 
us. I need not tell you why I aſked this 


' queſtion, Notwithſtanding my courage, I be- 


lieve II ſhould fairly have run away, had I been 
obliged to face this formidable. man, Thoſe 
„ | whoſe 
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reading the heart, and divining their thoughts. 


Happily I had no-oceaſion to fear the penetra- 


tion of this pretended ſearcher of hearts. The 


father told me that he had ordered ſupper in the 
lady's chamber, and ſhould keep her company. 


You will eaſily believe, madam, that I did not 
ſieep this night, and that I was not à little 


pleaſed, when I ſaw the girl and her conducter 


get into a poſt chaiſe and return to Paris The 


paſſengers, at that time, went in one day 


from Chalons to Lyons, and therefore, ſet out 
as ſoon as it was light. I was not perfectly at 


eaſe, d uring the paſſage, and as ſoon as I ſet 


foot on land at Lyons, I took leave of the 


father, to whom I promiſed a viſit, and ran 
immediately to ſeek a carriage for Savoy. When 


I had paſſed the bridge of Beauvoiſin, which 
ſeparates France from the king of Sardinia's 


territories, I found myſelf diſencumbered of a 


painful burthen, and could breathe a little free- 


ly. I went through the reſt of my journey 


very happily, and at the laſt town in the road 


to Turin, which is no more than two leagues 


from it, I diſmiſſed my poſtillion, having told 


him before that this place, which is called Rivol, 
5. was the end of my journey. At day break I 
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went into an an unſceqented place, for I had 
lain all night at Rivol: I. haſtily put off my 
habit, and reſumed, my own, dreſs, leaving that 
which I had quitted upon the. _ auen | 
e in inen 
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n to tell you nd 
found myſelf ſafe I wrote to the rector 1 
Se me ſuch conſiderahle ſervices. re- 


ae me ; that this charitable ene gone 
into the Indies. As to Deſhomais, he had ſud- 
denly diſappeared; and it was very probable that 
his parents had confined him, to prevent his fol- 
Jowing me. The perſon who wrote to me added 

' ſome expreſſions of conſolation to this diftrefling 
news, by giving me to underſtand, that this 
| confinement could not be long; and that, as 

no body knew what was become of me, he 

would naturally obtain his enlargement the 
ſooner from the ſuppoſed difficulty of diſcover- 
ing the route I had taken. He did not promiſe 
to acquaint him that it was at Turin I might 
be found, but I was indirectly made to hope for 
his ſervices, and he could not ſerve me without 
. informing him where I was. 
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| : | PE the uncaſineſs this letter gabe me, 1 | 
was greatly embaraſſed in what manner to pre ; 


ſent myſelf to the marquis de Sainville, and 


| whether he might refuſe to acknowledge me, or 


diſapprove: my conduct, my anxiety was equally 
great. I might prevent the latter by ſuppreſſing 


ſome part of the meaſures I had taken, or at 
leaſt by giving them ſuch a turn as to excuſe ' 


thoſe hazardous ſteps ' I had the courage, 


or, if you pleaſe, the indiſcretion to take; 


for I ſhall do juſtice on myſelf; 1 miſt 
own it woul#: have been better to ſuffer the 


perſecution of my grandmother, than to have 


expoſed myſelf, literally ſpeaking, to run up and 
down, over hill and dale. Vou will ſoon find, 
however, that it is much eaſier to be ſenſible 
of a fault than to amend it; for 1 fell into the 
ſame error on a ſimilar occaſion: but this re- 
flection has made me loſe the thread of my diſ-— 
courſe, -I thought, did I. not ſay, of making 


up ſome feigned ſtory on the ſubject of my 
eclopement.— This, however, I had the courage 


to reſiſt, from the love of truth, it might ſeem, 
and becauſe I thought every diſguiſe of that a 
fault. 1 reſolved, then, with regard to myſelf, 


to be an impartial hiſtorian, and to alter nothing 
from the ſtrict facts. But ftay—I could not 
8 have the aſſurance to make myſelf a compliment 


* | on 
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en- abpetelfadonqdue: 1. Pound out, but very 
impereepribly, che teaſsin" of my „ and 
that was deciſive for my intere ee be 
de Sainville, without being charged with inere- 
Aulity, might very well diſpute my teſtimony; 
and if, from thoſe enquiries which it would be 
natural for him to make, he ſhould diſcover that 
T had in any circumſtance deceived him, I 
mould be in danger of forfeiting that eſteem on 
Which I wholly depended. You ſee, madam, 
dtihat far from deſiring to impoſe upon you, 1 
au open to you the receſſes of my heart; and, 
laue you, that it is with pleaſure I do it. 
i chase of my confidence in your indulgent 
kindneſs, I am ſenſible that what you nom write 
is for the eye of my tender mother, and it is 
juſt that ſhe ſhould give me no more than the 
merit that may be due to the reſolution 1 
have formed of conducting myſelf entirely for 
> the future, by her councils: it is abſolutely | 
neceſſary. that ſhe ſhould know both my faults 
Sun and my good qualities, and as I have the greateſt | 
BEE - reliance” on her tenderneſs I would as freely 
EF —@& acknowledge to her my crimes, as 1 do 1 | 
eee youre to return to wy R's! NN Os 
wh wes) aids Cath eee 
1 as the circumſtance. 3 myſelf to my 
ij | * 8 5 I. 
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_ grandfather, \In- proportion as. the moment of 
putting my deſign into execution approached 
more near, the enterprize appeared more diffi- 
cult. I was a; fortnight- at Turin reſolving 

ry ſucceſſive evening to go about the buſineſs 
the day following without, heſitation; * 1 even 
vent out ſeveral times with the ſame reſolution, 
and proceeded almoſt to the gate of the palace, 
when ſome inviſible power ſeemed to force 
me back, and obliged me to defer till : the 
motrow, 4 viſit which appeared ſometimes dan 
gerous, and more frequently vain. The want 
of money at length obliged me to get over that 
timidity which was not at all natural to me: I 
bad ſpent to the laſt farthing, when 1 took an 
effeftual reſolution. I put on my. cloaths, for 
I cannot. call it drefling, as well as poſſible; I 
was covered and that was all; and, notwith- 
ſtanding all the care I could take in that reſpect, 
it was half an hour before 1 could prevail upon 
the porter to make known my requeſt: ſtill I 
could not come at the ſpeech of the marquis, 
and was only admitted to an audience of his 
firſt valet de chambre. I. interrupt Annette to 
aſk her if the porter was blind, as he could not 
ſee ſo fair a face was never intended for the 
eyes of a valet. Tell me not of beauty, replied 

Annette, unleſs you would ance more awaken 

Rn P 4 ER 


in, ſuch e manner that I ſhould not eaſily have 
fo orgiven it; for this valet de chambre, who was 
2; ery hone man, could not, as he has owned 
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ſinoe, ſee me fo. poor and fo pretty ( ſo he thought 
me) without. putting ſuch a conſtruction upon 
my viſit, as was by no means favourable to my 
virtue. He ſighed, looked mournfully upon 
me with a dejected aſpect, and I was upon the 
point of receiving a lecture from him : but, 
Happily, nature had given me an air of modeſty, 
which made him think better of my views. He 
| even intereſted himſelf in my favour, and made 
ſuch an advantageous report of me to his maſter, 
| that he ordered me to be introduced, My heart 
beat in a manner I eannot deſcribe to you, and 
when I found myſelf in preſence of the-marquis, 
mp legs being unable to ſupport me, I was 
obliged to. lean upon a table, without power to 
move, or open my lips. But though I could 
not peak, I ſobbed a violently, that the noble 
bd, was affected — He had the goodneſs to 
come up to me, and, taking my hand, deſired 
me to be comforted, adding that he was diſpoſed 
to ſerve me in any circumſtance that might de- 
pend upon him. He led me towards the fire, 
obliged me to ſit down in an arm-chair, and 
continued to ſpeak to me with ſo much kind- 
| neſs, 


. 


Ch ll br 


— Wet 1 bein W cdbvle dpf A. hel, 
and to dry up my tears. — When 1 find" a 
| litfle more ſtrength I roſe from my frat, And 
1 t hi w niyfelf at His feet. — F arquis | 
Was moved, and obliging me to riſe,” alked me, 

_ an ar r e great concern, whar could male 


ara.” 


my favour : his eyes were actual filled” With 
tears. How you move me, my Wir child, ſaid 
he ! ſpeak, what ſhall 1 do for you? 1 cannot 
refuſe you any thing; I am more affected for 
you than T ever knew myſelf for a ſtranger, and 
your looks bring to my remembrance a perſon 
that was very deat to me. At theſe words I 
| Embraced the hands of this venerable man—I 
kiſſed them, — I bathed them with my tears, 
and, interrupted by a thouſand ſobs, T ſaid, in 
the name of that ſon who was ſo dear to 
you, and whom I bring to your remembrance, 
I intreat you to take compaſſion on his unhappy 
daughter She is at your feet. One word from 
you muſt determine her fate. O my child, 
ried the marquis, embracing me, it were in- 
poſſible for me not to acknowledge you. My 

heart, my bowels tell me that you are my child, 
and my own blood. How delightful were thoſe 
moments J paſſed in embracing the knees of a 5 
| grandfarker, who ſhewed me ſo much tenderneſs! 
P 5 he 


3 The ſervant whos do 3 | 
duced. me was. in. am adjoining chamber, and 
being curious like all that kind of people, had 


left the door half open. He ſaw our embraces,, - 


but knew not their motive, the few words we 
| ſpoke. having eſcaped him on account of the 
diſtance. As we continued to weep and ſob, 
be was afraid. that his maſter might be ſo. much 
5 affected as to hürt his health, and he entered at 
the moment when he. had real need of his 
affiſtance. He made him take a little eau de 
carmes, which recovered bis ſtrength and pre- 
vented him from fainting. Wben we were 
doth a little more calm, 1 preſented him with 
my ſnuff-box, which was the only thing that 
Sould verify my birth; though indeed, it was 
not the only evidence, fox the reſemblance I F 
| bore to his ſon was ſo ſtrong, that it might 
dave been ſufficient to convince him that I did 
not impoſe upon him. But the account I gave 


7 bim of my father 8 marriage, of the meaſures 


bis friend had taken in order to bring about | 
his. reconciliation, and of the letters he bad 
written on that occaſion — That account 1 gave 
of theſe ſeveral circumſtances, addeg to the teſti⸗ 
mon of mx features, FAG, have been ſukclent 
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to convince the moſt incredulous, and to re 
move every ſuſpicion of impoſture. Nor did he 
entertain a doubt. His firſt care was to have 
me dreſſed in a manner becoming my birth: af 
terwards he aſſembled his family, and preſented 
me as the only daughter of that fon who had 
coſt him ſo many tears—Moreqver, to leave 
nothing uncertain with- regard to me, he'took 
care to procure from-Avignon a certificate that 
confirmed his ſon's marriage, and, from Paris, 
an extract of the regiſter of my baptiſm. To 
theſe were added the atteſtation of the notary to 
whom my little, fortune had been entruſted; 
together with the private declaration of my 
mother's. chambermaid. He alſo wrote with 
his own hand to madam de Vaſque, and was 
anſwered- by the nuns, that ſhe was dead, 'but 
received a teſtimony. from them very men in 


m 5 favour. 


Re Ii the might of the joy my * fox 
2 coli from the agreement of theſe ſeveral teſti- 
_ monies with the narrative I had given him, ; 
ee which, at the ſame time, removed all the doubts 
of his intereſted relations with regard to the 
certainty of my bicth, I ſoon perceived that he 
laboured under ſome great uneaſineſs, from his 
1 ſighs. 1 was not a little alarmed: ts | 
42 P 6 Was 
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was become ſo dear to me; that my happineſs 
abfolutely depended on his ſatisfacton I, there- 
fore,” urged him to diſcover to me cauſe of his 

icholy; I thought that I was the occafion 
of it, _ menen, I was not 
miſtaken © HERES | 85 54 Mts 4 F'- 5 = | oY 


Tur marquis de Sainville never PER to 
| fee his ſon any more, after fo many years had 

paſſed without the leaſt intelligence of him, 
had adopted one of his nephews, the ſon of a 
, youn ger brother, who, beſides that he was far 
from being rich, had met with great loſſes. 
Though this young nobleman, whoſe name was 
St. Far, was the innocent cauſe of thoſe mis- 
fortunes I had yet to undergo, juſtice obliges 
me to own that he merited the love and the 
Eindneſs of his uncle. Being arrived at the 
age of twenty-five, with the expectation of a 
ſplendid fortune, he ſhewed himſelf perfectly 
Luperior to his diſappointment, and though one 

might have pardoned him, on ſuch an occaſion, 


da little concern, he ſhewed no other than to par- 


take in the joy of his benefactor, and was one 
bf thoſe who were the moſt ready to acknow- 
ledge me for what I was. The generoſity of 
dis behaviour in ſo delicate a circumſtance could 
not eſcape * the —— 7 and it made him think 
: with 
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with (pen Sending to. apnea 
was to marry me to this belgyed nephew, and 
the marquis would not have heſitated a moment 
in the affair, had he not been acquainted; with 
the ſituation of my heart. My attachment to 
Deſhomais had been the cauſe. of all my in- 
conveniences, and while I mentioned thoſe, 1 
did not attempt to conceal that this'attachme: 
which had been the firſt ,paſſion of my life, 
- ſhould be the laſt, He was not only incapable 
of reſolving to tear my heart by propoſing 
rupture of thoſe connections on which my very 
| exiſtence ſeemed to depend, but a motive f 
juſtice ee. him in favour of Deſhomais, 
a That tender youth had made choice of me in an 
obſcure condition, and my poverty had been no 
ee with him. He had ſacrificed; himſelf 
to my memory, and not being able to follow 
me to the grave, whither he believed I was gone, 
he had condemned himſelf to a civil death, and 
bad given up the privileges of ſocial enjoyment 
by commencing eccleſiaſtic. Theſe conſidera- 
tions had prevented the generous; marquis, de | 
Saigyille to engagage me by his authõrity to;be 
„ anfaithfel f 4 lover, who: had deſerved it ſo 
3 n for me, lis fr. elek.. 
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_ © having rejected me; that, indeed the young 


; | -43 1 * 3s 
there were 
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f a different diſpoſition. "Self-intereſted; vin 
iQive, ambitious, ſhe ſaw with rage that the 
K of her brother-in-law was likely to be 
loſt to her ſon; and ſhe looked upon me with a 
hatred which nothing could counterbalance ex- 


eept the hope of recovering through my means 


that wealth with which ſhe had flattered herſelf, | 
As the added to the reſt of her ill qualities a 
deep diflimulation, ſhe knew ſo artfully 1 to diſ- 
Suiſe her averſion, that I did not think her leſs _ 
in my intereſt. than the marquis; and I had a 
real veneration for that virtue which could 


* facrifice ſuch flattering. hopes with. ſo good 'a _ 


grace: at the ſame time I promiſed myſelf to 
engage my grandfather to treat St. Far, as if 
he were his ſon. This woman, ſuch as I have 
deſcribed her to you, had acquired by her pre- 


tended virtues a very powerful aſcendant over 


the marquis, and ſhe availed herſelf of it to 
. harden him againſt my tears. She repreſented 
to him that if I had obligations to Deſſiomais, I 


ought to revenge myſelf upon his family fer 


man had not entered into the ambitious views of 


his father and his aunt, but it would certainly 
be paying too great a price for his fidelity, to 
factifice ſo rich an heireſs as I ſhould be; that 


er means ol chewing our. acknows 
* 3 
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Joganitink: and that, after- all, the 1 4 


_ - Sainville ought, not to be leſs jealous of the 
honour of it's alliances, than that of Deſhomais 
had been, whoſe nobility, granting it might be 


ancient, had neyer been illuſtrious. This 


wretched reaſoning could; not have convinced 7 
the marquis; nevertheleſs, his weak reſpect for 


this woman prevailed over his reaſon; and being 
incapable himſelf of adviſing me to-that breach 


of honour and juſtice which he knew. I ſhould 
look upon with. ſo much averſion, he gave me up 


to this fury, who promiſed to bring me over by 
degrees. to every thing he ſhould require of me. 


Jam convinced, that, could he have ſuſpected 
the baſe means ſhe intended to employ in order 


to bring me down, as ſhe called it, he would 


never have expoſed me to that vile treatment 


which I underwent for x fortnight, and under 
which I muſt-have ſunk at laſt, had it continued 
any length of time — She had promifed her 
brother-in-law to make uſe of no other means 
than kindneſs and perſuaſion.; but no ſooner 
were. we arrived at the country-houſe to which 


ſhe conducted me, than throwing off the bor- 
rowed tenderneſs with which ſhe had. till then 


treated me, ſhe neither ſpared. the groſſeſt inſults, 
nor the baſeſt abuſe, i in order to menace. me into 


- e WE th, her tone I was. almoſt murdered _ 


with. 
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with the blows which ſhe 1 FITS inceſſantly ; 
and who knows, whether, Having loft all hope 
of prevailing | upon me, "the would not. have 
tempted my life ? When I faw no means of . 
eſcaping this cruel bondage, and was about to 
give myſelf up to deſpair, Heaven ſent me a2 
del iverer in the perſon of St. Far. That worthy | 
youth, who deferved a better mother, could 
not heax, without horrour, of the deteſtable 
manner in which I had been treated; and know- 
ing, undoubtedly, what that woman was capa- 
dle of, he determined to riſque every thing to 


effect my eſcape. "He gained over the chamber- 


maid to whoſe care I had been committed, a 
fury as implacable as her miſtreſs, who, to 
make her court to her, had improyed upon the 
ſeverity with which ſhe was. ordered to treat me. 
This woman promiſed him to let me have a 

little more liberty; for I was ſhut up in a cloſet 

_ Where there was little or no light. By virtue 

of fome preſents, he obtained permiſſion for 

me to take the air in the garden, as often as her 
- miſtreſs ſhould fleep at Turin, which ſhe fre- 


_ quently did. The firſt time ſhe indulged me with | 


. this favour, I was fo weak that I was obliged, 
in ſpite of my averſion, to ſupport myſelf by her 
arm.” As the garden was ſurrounded by high 
walls, ſhe left me without fear. I meaſured 
ws : 5 . 7 eh them 
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| them with my ehe, 0 wept. for grief at the | 
| impoſſibility of ſcaling, them, when St. Fe ar 


appeared. At firſt I eſteemed this young man. 


but being perſuaded he could not be ignorant of 
the cruel manner in which I had been treated, 
hs; favourable ſentiments with which he had 
inſpired me vaniſhed, and I looked upon 
him with the ſame horrour and hatred I felt for 
his mother, My firſt endeavour, therefore, 
4 2 was to avoid him; he perceived it, and haſting 
up to me, he ſaid ; ſtay, madam ; for Heaven 8 
ſake, hear me; and do not loſe. an opportunity, 


Which I may never be able to find again, This 


concluſion ſeemed to promiſe me ſome relief, I 
ſuffered him to conduct me to a ſeat — The mo- 
ments, ſaid he, are precious; my mother is gone 


for two days to Turin: ſeize this opportunity 
to fly; I have provided every thing to ſecure 


your eſcape, and it is neceſſary that you ſhould, 


this * night, leave this diabolical er 


* may be * madam, PIR 1 was very 
attentive to this diſcourſe. The generoſity of 
St. Far, and the aſſiſtance he offered, ſhewed 
me what injuſtice my ſuſpicions had done him. 
I would have interrupted him with my acknow- 


ledgements; but he would not allow me to do | 


it, and ſaid ; hold, if you pleaſe, madam ; you 
know 


„ i „„ 4 
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kn w.not the value of the ſacrifice I Aids mY 
om the firſt moment I fa you 1 have adored 

| you; I received with tranſport the hopes Mr. 
de Sainville gave me of being united to you 
dut how dearly have I payed for that flattering 
moment of hope! He told me at the fame time 
that your heart was engaged, and that you had 
determined to marry the happy Deſhomais; but 
he added that T ought not to deſpair of obtain 


5 ing an intereſt in your heart, and encouraged 


me to pay my court” to you, as, by that means, 
I might poſſibly prevail to make you forget a 


Heaven to witneſs, madam, that from the ſame 
moment 1 limited my deſires to the privilege - of 
ſeeing, adoring you, and meritirig your eſteem. 
was ſenſible that a heart like your's could only 
attach itſelf once, and the moſt cruel death | 
would appear more eligible to me than the 

very thought of tyranniſing over your incli- 

nations. From that moment I gave up the 
the deſign of ſolliciting your love: yet I 


formed the dear hope of obtaining by the 


moſt eminent ſervices a ſecond place in your 
heart, and your happineſs was the only end of 

the meaſures I meant to take. I had friends at 

ee ee I a make a t _ 


' rival of whoſe fate you We yo 


I diſcovered, by their W that Mr. Deſſo⸗ i | 


mais, che father, had joined with madaer de 


ö Vaſque, to obtain two letters de cactict* from 
the king which empowered' them to take up - 


both vou and your lover. Tou more happily 


eſcaped the tyrannie order, but the conſtant” 
Deſhomais is now in the baſtile, where his 


father ſpares no pains to oblige him to quit 


bis habit and marry a rich heireſs, whom 
he has provided for him. It is only à few days 
ſince. T received this information, and, as: 1 


would not emen by halves, I bave takerr 


lover. 1 3 to the lady adbeſs of 


St. Stephen's, informed her of your real name, 
and your conſtant attachment to her nephew, 
giving her to hope at the ſame time that thoſe 


obſtacles which were occaſioned by the inequa- 
lity of fortune might be removed. I flattered 
myſelf that the moment was approaching that 
would make you indebted to me for your happi- 
neſs, when I diſcovered the invincible obſtacle 
that my mother threw in the way of my deſigns, 
' and the unworthy means ſhe took to extort 


from-you that conſent which could never make 
me happy, while it was not voluntary. I ex- 


preſſed myſelf much in the ſame manner t 
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4: but: inſtea; of concurring with my. feinel- 
ments;:cſhe made a jeſt of my delicacy, and told 
me chat the heart of a woman was of little con- | 
ſequence to the happineſs of her hüſba + of 
ſhe. brought bim a large fortune. 8 4 kale" my X 
mather, and cannot flatter myſelf un en 
| change; her ſentiments; I have nothing, there- here- 
fore, to do but to afſiſt your eſeape. You muſt 


n n I ſhalt hope to 


dram my uncle from Turin, and while T an 
alone with him on a journey to Paris, I ſhall 
undoubtedly overcome his oppoſition to your 
marriage, as it was eme by the 
influence of my mother. Do not you adore 
| , - St. Far, ſaid Annette? for my part, madam, 
my ſentiments for him were ſuch that I could 
not forbear ſighing to think that I muſt inevita- 
bly make him miſerable. -T did not conceal 
from him my emotion, and, no, ſaid I, my 
generous friend, you ſhall not be the victim in 
that ſacriſice you make me. The moſt perfect 
eſteem, the moſt tender affection ſhall make you 
ſome amends for the want of that love which is 
not in my power to offer you. The impoſſibi- 
ty of being mine will eure that paſſion which 
3 and I ſhall have the 
delightful 
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delightful. atisfaction of one-day ſeeing: you 'as 
happy as you deſerve to be. I rely upon-your 
direction; determine my ſate.—8t. Far then in- 
formed me that he had a poſt-chaiſe about an 
burda yards 2 n wad 
and that the. — ene 
| with me, would be under no cancern. I have, 
added. he, the key of the gate that leads 1 
the great road: I will deliver you, myſelf, into 
the hands of one of my men, who will conduct 
you Wherever. you ſhall order him, and where 
vou will wait the ſucceſs of my deſigns. - I was 
long meditating on a ſecure retreat; at laſt I. 
thought of a convent of benedictines that 1 had 
heard much ſpoken of at Rouen. It was ſi- 
tuate in the town of Yvetot in Normandy, and 
there was no probability of any one's finding 
me out. The valet de chambre who had been 


appointed my guide, was to preſent me to this 


| houſe in the character of my father, and to 
continue in the neighbourhood to accommodate 
my correſpondence with my deliverer. There 
was yet one hour of day-light remaining, which 
I paſſed in making my acknowledgments to 
St. Far, who, upon leaving me, gave me a purſe _ 
containing three hundred Louis objected to 
this ſum as too large; but he obſerved to me 


that 


* 


ö Aal ase 60 is therefore rde e ere L 

chat I ceturn to you, and you ought to have no 
ſerupl about accepting this ſum. However, I 
mean it, in one reſpect, as a teſtimony of grati- 


copy, at the ee b 
him in paſſeſſion of the original. I do not 
know, madam, whether I can juſtify the per- 
| miſſion I gave to St. Far. It is certain that I 

gave it him with all my heart, and when he 
would have kiſſed my hand, before he put me 
into the chaiſe, I voluntarily embraced him with 
as much ſatisfaction, as I would have embraced 
my father, if I had been ſo happy as to find 
him. We travelled all night, and with ſuch 
expedition, that in two days, we were out of 
the bounds of Piedmont. St. Far was unhappy 
in the neceſſity of truſting me to a ſervant, but 


he was deſirous of making my eſcape ſure, and 


of preventing the chambermaid's giving notice 
of it to his mother: in this he had ſucceeded, 
for we were not purſued, I purchaſed linnen 
and cloaths upon the road, and without any 

5 ä 
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nt arri ene Roten. but.fo fatigued, that | 
my dang ar che e of the e | 
the road to Y vetot, from. which I was/no. more 
than ſeven leagues, and where I hoped to arrive 
the next day. I ſlept ſo profoundly, that when 
- I awoke the clock ſtruck ten. I called my 
guide, who leptin an adjoining chamber, and 
a maid told me that he was gone out in the 
morning with the poſt- chaiſe, in which there 
was ſomething to be repaired. I ſaid quietly. 
till eleven, and, as there was no appearance of 
him, I then begun to ſuſpect what had happened; 
my ſuſpicions were ſoon confirmed; for when I 
aroſe, I found my baggage and my purſe gone, 
and that he had left me nothing but the cloaths 
in which I had travelled. There was one re- 
ſource; I might have ordered the villain to be 
purſued But the fear of making an uproar pre- 
vented; me, and while I was thinking, in great 
dejection, of the meaſures I ſhould take, my 
landlady gave me a letter which was brought by 
a countryman. The contents were as follow : 


You know but little of men, madam, if you © 
thought that my maſter intended to ſerve you by 
aſſiſting your eſcape from Turin ; he wanted to 


ruin you in che good Fn. of your grand- 
father, | 


Be thankful for —— which has fed 
you from this mis fortune, and take ſuch care to 
conceal yourſelf that i it may not be ineffectual. 
This is the advice of your humble ſervant. 
The pen falls from my hand, while I write theſe 
horrid characters: I curſe St. Far; but Annette 
tells me that I am guilty of the ſame fault ſhe 
was, through a precipitate judgment. T accuſed. 
him, ſaid the, as you do, and it was not till 
after T had duly weighed and compared the ſe- 
veral circumſtances of this event, that I could 
preſume to exculpate him, and conſequently to 
write to him. I value myſelf upon my penetra- 
tion—Tt is not with ſuch eaſe or intrepidity that 
love, pity, and fincerity are made a jeſt of. If 
St. Far had conceived a deſign of betraying me, 
he might eaſily have had me arreſted upon my 
entering France—The letter de cachet which 
had been given out againſt me was riot recalled, 
and it would have been ſufficient to effect my 
confinement :- nothing more would have been 
neceſſary, than to acquaint the lieutenant of 
police at Paris, through which I paſſed. This 


225 9 was nothing but an n artifice of 
the 


Feſt I deteſted St. Far, and, in my diſtrastiom, 


my perſecutors I had one Louis in my pocket, 
: with which L' was to pay my acckoning s and L 


my head. Or, rather, was it not abſolutely 


turned ? For could any perſon with common 


ſienſe have taken the meaſures Wat did I 
| ſay, madam ? 1 ſhould expreſs myſelf very ĩm- 
properly, if I-called what I did adefign, a re- 
ſolution, or ſcheme Nothing like that -I payed 


forward mechanically, and led me far from the 


| houſe, though I knew not whither I was going, 


or whether over hill or dale; and I am perſwaded 


that if I had, unfortunately, met with a river 


in my way, I ſhould have entered it, and been 


drawned without apprehending that I was in 
danger. It was neon when I left the inn, and 


I wandered till evening without having had 


one ſingle thought which I am able to recollets 


| only ſometimes, I raiſed my hands and eyes to 


. * Q —_— | 


| r 
to inſorm him of his theft... This, however, a 
was only the relle tion uf a baümer hour—At 


was within a very little ef giving myſelf up to 
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Heaven, and my lips 5 ſome broker 
words, as IL was told by a countrywoman, Who 
was walking the ſame way, and taking me for 
an inſane creature that had eſcaped from my 
- keepers, durſt not come near me for. fear of 
being beaten, or ill uſed: but when ſhe found 
herſelf near her hamlet, and that there was help 
at hand, ſue had the courage to obſerve me more 
nearly, and taking me by the hand, -ſhe: ſaid, 
Lou walk very faſt, my pretty child, you muſt 
be weary. Theſe words awaked me, as it 
were, out of a profound ſleep: 1 looked upon 
the woman and ſaid, Alas! my good mother, 
where am I? Though my eyes were wild, this 
woman told me there was ſomething ſo very 
moving in my voice, that ſhe could not help 
being affected with it. For Heaven's ſake, ſaid 
ſhe, have you loſt yourſelf? or, where are you 
going? I will her you the way: but, added 
ſhe, as ſhe went into a yard, it is very late; and 
you cannot reach any town; fit down on this 
dench; and, at the ſame time, ſhe ſhewed'me | 
one which was before the door of her cottage. 
You are faint—I-will bring you ſomething to 
.- eat—At theſe words, which ſhe ſpoke with a 
look of kindneſs, my inſenſibility forſook me. I 
had paſſed the whole day without reflecting, or 
ring * idea of * e 1 . they 
dad 
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ken away 2 curtain that had concealed _ 
and I was in ſo much terrour that I wanted 
to go and hide myſelf. I looked around me 
as it were to ſeek an aſylum, and finding none, 
I wept ſo violently, that the good woman, at 
Whoſe houſe I was, pitied me extremely. For 
God's ſake, ſaid ſhe, comfort yourſelf, my ſweet 
child! Have you met with any misfortune? Can 
I do you any ſervice? My God! What a pity ! 
| She is as beautiful as an angel, and ſeems to be 44 
of a good family, yet ſhe'is in great diſtreſs, 8 
ſuch a ſituation as I then was, one would lay © - 
hold of any thing. I conſidered the compaſſion 
of this woman, as a favour of Providence, and, 
with folded hands, I ſaid, Heaven reward you 
for | pitying an unfortunate creature, who has 
7 in the world that cares for her, and, but 
for you, perhaps, would have lain upon the 
highway, without thinking of any other lodging. 
Oh! as to that, replied the woman, who begun 
to think a little better of my reaſon; I ſhall not 
ſuffer you to lie in the ſtreet. Tell me, ſaid 
ſhe, taking me by the arm, what afflicts you 
Poſſibly, one may find ſome remedy for your 
misfortutie :—But firſt' eat a little And upon 
this ſhe brought ſome bread and cheeſe out of a 
ſmall cupboard, ' IT would have forced down a 
e * it was impoſſible, and ſeeing in the 
6. ef ſame. 
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ſame cupboard à pot full of milk, I begged of 
this charitable woman: to give me & euy —_ 
This little nouriſhment gave me ftrengt of 
was quite exhauſted, not. having eaten any thing 
for near twenty-four. hours. I told: this woman 
that led om my family becauſe they would 
marry me againſt my inclination, and. chat I 
was going to a convent, Where I was nearly 
arrived, when the man who was my guide 
robbed me, and ſo deprived. me of the means: 
moreover, that the fear of falling into the hands 
of my relations had left me no other reſource, 
and that I was wandering I knew not whither: 
however, ſaid I, 1. _—_ ſome little trifle left, 


and, if you will keep me two or three days, I 


will pay you. The honeſt countrywaman be- 
lieved as much as. ſhe thought proper of my 
| Rory, and did nat appear the leſs diſpoſed to do 


me ſervice. She threw a coarſe ſheet over 2 


little ſtraw that lay between two boards which 
were ſomething like a caffin, only a little wider, 


and invited me to lie down. Yau think, per- 
bage, mada 


lam, that when I. ſaw myſelf reduced 
to ſuch, circumſtances L I paſſed the night in mi- 
ſery- Not at all—l ſlept, from oppreſſion, it is 
true: but that fleep reſtored my exhauſted 
ſtrength, and I waked more calm, bluſhing to 
Wink chat I had Siven Way to deſpair, and de- 
cx: termined 
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85 teribed to bear up againſt my misfortunes. 
The fund of my1 little income was ſtill i in the 
hands of the notary, "and I could work very well - 

for my living till ſome meaſures could be taken 
II therefore dried up the tears that ſprung from 
me againſt my will, and my poor cottager was 
no leſs pleaſed than ſurpriſed to ſee me riſe with 
comfort out of my miſerable bed: notwith- 
ſtanding, T had not yet determined upon any = 
thing. The reſources T mentioned I only had 
thought of in the groſs, without knowing 
where, or how to have recourſe to them. My 
cottager told me that ſhe came from a village- 
near Caen, and boaſted not a little of that town. 
At once I reſolved to go thither, and write from 
| thence to my nurſe, to whom I could travel, fo 
ſoon as I ſhould have got money enough to ſup- 
port the expences of ſo long a journey. You 
think that the tranquillity I enjoyed was nothing 
but a continuation of that kind of delirium which 
had ſeized me upom my departure from Rouen, 
dut it was of a different kind, and was only diſ- 
| fipated during my journey: for, the moment 1 
was taken up with theſe thoughts, nothing 
ſeemed ſo eaſy as the execution of my deſigns— 
E had, moreover, ſome ſort of ſatisfaction in 
thinking, that, being alone, and unknown, L 
. be dependent only on myſelf, and ſhould | 
. 3 b 


-- though, I propoſed to the woman to qhange | 
" oaths with: me 3 bi. And. IRE 


| take — ſhifts, and courſe eta. A2 to mx 
eap, which was lace, ſhe Refuſed to take it, and: 
laid thar her ſiſter,; to whom ſhe would. recom- 
mend me, could fell it for me at a good price in 
"Caen. She added, that I might reſt a little at 
ber father's, which. was only two leagues from 
that town, and that he would ſend one of her bro- 
thers to ſhew me the way. Ihe could not write, 
5 therefore 1 offered to be her ſecretary; which 
was allowable, enough, ſeeing the only meant 
to recommend me ta her relations as a young 
woman of her acquaintance,, who Was. going to 
Caen to ſeek a ſervice, ot to get w 


E pallport, I ſet f 


thirty 1 The. thick ſhoes L N. 9 
exchange for my own, made my feet bleed al 
over: and when I arrived at the houſe of my 
good woman's father, I could not ſtand. The 
countryman received me with great humanity, 
and offered me his ſervices at Caen, at the ſame 
time adviſing me to ſtay at his houſe ſome days. 
I accepted: his offer, and, during that time, 
"gee more coolly. ob r e Though 
there 


— 


| + _ ſhould be feng to a town a remote, yet an un-, 


* 


lucky accidem might bring thither the exempe 
N met wal te or e . 


| 2 
town el Gen, being full of ono ren 
Vas not a. little dangerous for a handſome young = 
woman. This diſcovery renewed that diſtraction 
Which had only lain dormant; and, perhaps, by 
my tears, or, rather, my cries, I ſhould have 
convinced my hoſt that E was ſomething more 


than I appeared to be, had not the keeper of 


your caſtle come. at that time to give this mam 
arders about ſome work. He told him that the 


marquis was married again, and that great things 


were ſaid of his new lady. She is. juſt ſuch. | 


another as the former, added he: ſhe loves and; 


hals the poor, and. her greateſt pleaſure is in. 
doing good: we ſhall have no ng; 


eee e are 


1 1 3 di EY man: 


hk henden Wewer often; and his, uy hed 
aſide, he affted him wha I was. I do not know 


her, ſaid, he, ſhe is an acquaintance of one of 
my. daughters, who is married about thirty: 


bet ta Caen, where ſhe wants a place: but T 


leagues from bence, and deſines me to conduct 
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eee — many ſparks | 
there, that ſnhe cannot be very fafe with that 


face. Lou are right, neighbour, replied the 
Keeper; L will ſpeak to her. You will obſerve; 


| madam, that of this converſation, which was 
not held above ten paees from me, I could hear 


every word. The keeper coming up to me, 


aſked me what I could do, and if I had ever 


been in ſervice. No, woe is me I ſaid I, Lam 


afraid I do not know much except working at 
my needle. O, as to that, anſwered: he, we 


have nothing to do with. it: but if you do not 


know much, you may learn ſomething. What 
ſay you? Have you a mind to come to the caſtle? 
You will aſfiſt my wife in her houſhold buſineſs. 
The encomiums of the keeper on your humanity, 


madam, determined me at once: I followed th 
honeſt man home, where his wife ſcolded him 


not a little for the pretty market he had made, 


in hiring ſuch a ſervant. This the flimſy thing 


faid ſhe, what would you do with her? Patience, 
* good miſtreſs! replied the man If the i is 


Juite freſh, ſhe'll laſt: the longer; and then, as: 


9 ſhe'll. get it in time. However, 1 


have brought her here, and ſhe ſhall ſtay till our: 


. miſtreſs comes. The -honeſt man did not fail: 
dv tell you, madam, of my aukwardneſs. I put 


; — that he- 


Was. 
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| was. forced 10 take me out ef her fight, At | 
length, you arrived, and the firſt moment I faw _ 
you, I felt an emotion of j joy and confidence „ 
which ſeemed a preſage. that you, were deſtined 
to put an end to my misfortunes That emotion 
did not deceive me, and it is to you, under Pro 
vidence, that I am indebted for happier advan- 
tages than thoſe I could have room to- expect, as; 
you have reſtored e eee nnn | 
Re ls . 


Continuation of the letter Feen Liver 1% Em 1— 
4 3 P . * Es RANCE. ; | 


BEHOLD Hare madam, a careaGreatigh EE 
muſt make you weep - over the fate of the moſt 
_ amiable girl in the world! What has the not 
ſuffered?” You will find the paper, in many 
places, wet with my tears—1 could not forbear 
indulging them, and J am ſure you cannot avoid 
mingling yours with them. What a heroine! 
What fortitude in ſuch'# defperate ſituation ! 
Who would not have ſunk under it? It was to 

St. Far, and to her nurſe, that the. two letters 

were addreſſed, which my huſband put in the 

poſt. She has not received, nor is likely to 
receive any anſwer. All theſe misfortunes are 

at an end—She | is repeating the ſame every mo- 
9? 7 ment, | 
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. and ee me ſo that I muſt let her 
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ANNETTE To ExtERANCE.” | 


n 


YES, man. kde apa my tendet; ee | 
All the misfortunes of your happy daughter are 
at an end. She had limited her deſires to live 
unknown under the ſhade of your illuſtrious 
| friend's protection; ſhe could foreſee the in- 
eſtimable bleſſing her kindneſs procures her. 1 
now defy the whole malice of fortune; as the 
moment approaches when I ſhalt no more be 
ſeparated from the moſt valuable of mothers, 
from that mother whom my heart, had it been 
iündulged with the choice of a parent, would 
have wiſhed to give me life Ves, madam, the 
 Knawledge. of your charaQer, and of thoſe great 
1 ies, which render you, in my eſteem, the 
firſt of women, a knowledge which I owe to the 
reading of your letters, and to the marchioneſs 
de Villeneuve, has added to the ſentiments of 
__ . filial love, whatever can be productive of * 
ba, wre, * en, 82 
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2 HAVE ſnatched a pen out of hes 8 3 
for, had ſhe ihdulged, without meaſure, the 
| ſentiments 


. E ＋ 1 'E R 8. 


37 


* 


| ſentiments of her heart, ſhe would never r have 


done. It is time to put an end to this letter, in 
- which there are ſome expreſſions too much in 


my own favour— But this girl would have it ſo, .. 
and I ſhould have got nothing by diſputing it 


with her. Adieu! my dear, my happy friend 
Live, to embrace the maſter- piece of nature 
That is the moſt ſatisfactory expreſſion I can 
find, when I would ſpeak 2 ſentiments of the 
beautiful Annette. 


END Or THE FirRsT VoLUME. 
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